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Around every curve, the stunningly beautiful Oregon coast landscape will compete for your attention as you 
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Cannon Beach (PHOTO BY DAVID PITKIN) 
open Pacific. Travel inland to round out your coastal birding experience where you can survey river valleys, (Birds: top to bottom) 


mainland, view birds nesting on coastal islands. Join a boat tour to go farther west for pelagic birds on the 


freshwater lakes, marshes, and old-growth forest. Birdwatching on the Oregon coast is productive throughout Pigeon Guillemot (PHOTO BY WAYNE HOFFMAN) 
Hermit Warbler (PHOTO BY DON MUNSON) 


the year, and it is exceptional during the seasonal drama of spring and fall warbler and shorebird migration. As 
Black Oystercatcher (PHOTO BY RON GREEN) 


hundreds of thousands of birds journey along the Pacific Flyway, you may see hundreds of one species fly by or 
stop to swarm over every available spot on the beach and offshore rocks. The next day they may be gone. So 
grab your binoculars, a favorite field guide, and the Oregon Coast Birding Trail guide, and make the Oregon 


coast your next birding destination. 


The Oregon Coast Birding Trail wishes to thank everyone who 
submitted site nominations or assisted with other phases 
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review, and editing for without their help this guide would not 
have been possible: Range Bayer, Diane Cavaness, Dennis 
Comfort, Richard Cronberg, Judy Fleagle, Joel Geier, Dawn 
Grafe, Mike Levitt, Lois Miller, Rebecah Morris, Don Munson, 
Betty Nicholson, Mike Patterson, Tim Rodenkirk, Steve Shunk, 
Michelle Simper, Ann Vileisis, and Jennifer Wade. We would 
also like to thank all of the photographers who donated their 
beautiful images for use in the guide. 
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Using the Trail Guide and Maps 


This is your guide to the birds and 
habitats of the Oregon Coast Birding 
Trail. The Trail is divided into three 
sections: North Coast, Central Coast 
and South Coast. For each section a 
master map indicates the main roads 
that will guide you between sites. 
We recommend you use GPS in 
conjunction with this guide to assist 
you in easily locating sites that are off 
of the main highways. Visit the trail 
website at www.oregoncoastbirding. 
com. 


Site Descriptions 

Each site contains directions on how 
to get to the site, some of the birds 
you can expect to see and in some 
cases a description of their habitat. 
The following abbreviations are used 
in the directions: 


Hwy = highway 
Rd = road 

St = street 

Dr = drive 

Lp = loop 

Alt = alternate 

mi = mile(s) 
MP = milepost 

N, S, E, W = north, south, 
east, west 

L,R = left, right 


Site Sponsors 

Many sites have a sponsor listed 
below its description. This recognizes 
the private businesses, government 








Disclaimer 
The sponsors and organizers of the Oregon Coast Birding Trail do not 
guarantee the safety or conditions at or getting to any site listed in this 
guide. They do not assume any responsibility or liability for injuries, etc.., 
suffered as a result of activities associated with the use of this guide. 


agencies, conservation organiza- 
tions, chambers of com-merce, and 
visitor and convention bureaus that 
provided financial and/or technical 
support to the Oregon Coast Birding 
Trail. We encourage you to patronize 
them as they are working together 
to make tourism sustainable along 
the Oregon coast. Site sponsorship 
does not imply responsibility for a 
site’s cleanliness or safety, rather 
it demonstrates the significant 
financial contributions of these 
entities to the trail. 


Services and Facilities 

Icons following each site description 

indicate the presence of services 

and facilities at or near the site. 

Key: 

Trails available at this site 

Camping available at this site 

Gi) Restrooms available at this site 

Fees required for day-use or 
parking 

& Lodging within 10 miles 

Food within 10 miles 

EJ Gas/fuel within 10 miles 

Important Bird Area 

Access by appointment only 

& Accessed and birded by car 

© Restrictions 

€ A blue icon indicates that the 
facility is accessible to those with 
disabilities. 





Fees and Passes 


some birding trail sites require 
possession of a pass and charge a 
fee to use the area. Site descriptions 
with a $ icon require a pass. The type 
of pass you need will depend on your 
length of stay and the number of 
sites you intend to visit that charge 
a fee. Passes can be purchased at 
most Forest Service Offices, State 
Park Visitor Centers and at the 
individual site. If your visit is short, it 
is best to purchase a single day use 
pass. For extended visits, consider 
the following passes: 

Northwest Forest Pass —- an 
annual pass honored at all National 


Forest sites and trailheads in Oregon 
and Washington. 

Pacific Coast Passport — a multi- 
agency passport that covers entry, 
vehicle parking, and day use fees at 
all State and Federal fee sites along 
the entire Oregon Coast. 

America the Beautiful Passes 
— annual and life-long passports 
honored at all Federal recreation 
areas. Display your pass on the dash 
of your vechicle. 

Oregon State Park Day-use 
Parking Permit — a 12 or 24 month 
permit good at any Oregon State 
Park that charges the parking fee. 


Safety Tips 


e Beware of Incoming Tides. Before 
birding sandy beaches and rocky 
intertidal zones consult a tide table, 
available at state parks and many 
private businesses. Incoming tides 
isolate rocks from headlands and 
the shore. Avoid the temptation of 
walking out to an interesting rock 
without knowing when the tide rolls 
back in, and stay off of coastal rocks 
and small enclosed beaches. 

e Watch for Sneaker Waves. When 
birding sandy beaches, keep an eye 
on the ocean for sneaker waves, 
which appear without warning, often 
surge high up on the beach and can 
sweep people off of their feet and 
out to sea. 

e Use Caution on Jetty Rocks. 
Jetties along the area where river 
mouths empty into the Pacific Ocean 


are excellent birding locations. Use 
caution when birding jetties as high 
waves often sweep up and over the 
rocks. 

e Keep back from Cliff Ledges. 
When birding coastal headlands 
assume that all cliff edges are 
unstable especially in wet weather: 
to be safe wear proper footwear, 
and stay on trails. 

e Drive Cautiously. Many roads 
east of Highway 101 in the Oregon 
Coast Range are single-lane and 
require low speeds. Winter storms 
can cause trees or large limbs to fall 
onto roads blocking through access. 
Watch for approaching logging 
trucks, especially on blind curves, 
these trucks have the right-of-way, 
so use pullouts to allow them to 
pass safely. 
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Birding Ethics 


M@ Do not feed or attempt to attract 
birds in the wild using electronic 
bird call back. 


The Oregon Birding Trails Working 
Group endorses the American Birding 
Associations Principles of Birding 
Ethics (excerpted and summarized 
below from ABA web page hittp:// 
americanbirding.org). Everyone who 
enjoys birds and birding must always 
respect wildlife, its environment, and 
the rights of others. In any conflict of 
interest between birds and birders, 
the welfare of the birds and their 
environment must come first. 


Mi Keep well back from nests and 
nesting colonies, roosts, display 
areas, 
and important feeding sites. 


M@ Use a blind or hide, and take 
advantage of natural cover when 
observing birds. 


M@ Stay on roads, trails, and paths 
where they exist; otherwise keep 


habitat disturbance to a minimum. 


M@ Keep groups to a size that 
limits impact on the environment 
and others. 


M@ Follow all laws, rules, and 
regulations governing use of 
roads and public areas. 


M@ Respect the rights of private 
property owners. 


M@ Respect the interests, rights, and 
Skills of fellow birders, as 
well as people participating in 


other legitimate outdoor activities. 


Mi Leave no trace. 


Bird Information Sources 


For more detailed information on birding the Oregon coast, 
please contact the following: 


Birding 


eQregon Birding Association — www.orbirds.org 
eAudubon Society of Portland — audubonportland.org 
eAudubon Society of Lincoln City — lincolncityaududon.org 
eKalmiopsis Audubon Society — kalmiopsisaudubon.org 


eU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service — www.fws.gov/oregoncoast 
eQregon Birding Trails — www.oregonbirdingtrails.org 


Injured Wildlife 


lf you find abandoned or injured wildlife, please report it to one of the 


following licensed wildlife rehabilitators. 


eWildlife Center of the North Coast — 503.338.0331 
eFree Flight Bird and Marine Mammal Rehabilitation — 541.347.3882 
eChintimini Wildlife Rehabilitation Center — 541.745.5324 


Travel Oregon 





Oregon is famous around the world for its magnificent outdoor 
recreation which includes hiking, biking, golf, angling, river rafting and 
the fastest-growing activity, wildlife and bird watching. Birdwatching, in 
particular, brings visitors to all sectors of Oregon, benefiting our small 
communities and urban areas and promoting conservation awareness. 


Check out our website at www.traveloregon.com or call 503.967.1560 


GLOSSARY 


Clear-cut — area where the entire 
Stand of trees was removed In one 
cutting. 


Conifer Forest — also called 
mixed conifer forest; containing 
any or all of the following: pine, fir, 
spruce, hemlock, Douglas-fir, cedar. 


Estuary — The widened tidal 
mouth of a river valley where fresh 
water comes into contact with sea 
water and where tidal effects are 
evident. 


Marsh — ecosystem of more 

or less continuously waterlogged 
soil dominated by rushes, reeds, 
cattails, and sedges, but without peat 
accumulation as Its base. 


Mature — usually defined in 
economic terms as a forest that has 
reached harvest age. 


Migration — seasonal passage 
of animals from one region or 
climate zone to another for breeding 
or feeding, including annual 
north-to-south as well as high- 
to-low elevation movements, and 
annual movements in the opposite 
direction. 


Mixed Forest — mix of 
deciduous and coniferous trees with 
a closed canopy. 


Mudflat — A relatively level area 

of fine silt along a shore alternately 
covered and uncovered by the tide, 
or covered by shallow water. 


Nesting — species occurs only 
during the spring and summer. 


Lesser Scaup 
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Old-Growth — forest that has not 
experienced intense or widespread 
disturbance for many years relative 
to the life spans of the dominant 
species. 


Resident — species occurs year- 
round. 


Riparian — habitat associated with 
the bank or edge of a watercourse, 
lake or other wetland. 


Second-growth -— Trees that 
occupy a land area after the first 
cycle of logging of a natural forest. 


Wetland — seasonally or 
permanently waterlogged habitat, 
including lakes, streams and 
marshes. 


Woodland -— habitat with widely 
spaced large trees, the crowns of 
which do not form a canopy; often 
separated by grass or shrubs. 


Adapted from Johnson 

and O’Neil, Wildlife-Habitat 
Relationships in Oregon and 
Washington, Oregon State 
University Press, 2007. 


Bates & Jackson, Dictionary 


of Geological Terms, 3rd 
edition, American Geological 


Institute, 1984.) 







Title Sponsors of the 
Oregon Coast Birding Trail 


The Oregon Coast Birding Trail recognizes three organizations for their major 
funding and/or leadership contributions: 





* NATIONAL 


FOUNDATION 

www.natlforests.org 
The National Forest Foundation (NFF), chartered by Congress, engages 
America in community-based and national programs that promote the health 
and public enjoyment of the 192-million-acre National Forest System and 


administers private gifts of funds and land for the benefit of the National Forests. 


The NFF stands apart from similar organizations through its commitment to 
facilitating local involvement and encouraging grass-roots participation in forest 
Stewardship. Areas of focus include community-based forest stewardship, 
recreation, wildlife habitat improvement, and watershed restoration. 





U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
www.fws.gov/oregoncoast 

Working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants 
and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are 
both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, Known 
for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, 
dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. Follow us at 
www.facebook.com/usfwsoregoncoast. 
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Oregon Coast Visitors Association 
www.visittheoregoncoast.com 

The Oregon Coast Visitors Association (OCVA) is a regional destination 
marketing organization dedicated to increasing visitation to Oregon’s 363 miles 
of coastline. We work in cooperation with a network of local chambers of 
commerce, visitor & convention bureaus, state & federal agencies and privately 
operated tourism businesses. OCVA assists travelers by using powerful trip 
planning tools such as the Official Oregon Coast Visitors Guide. 





Tufted Puffin Sponsors 
($10,000+) 


California Redwoods Birding Trail 
www.californiaredwoodsbirdingtrail.org 


Brown Pelican Sponsors 
($5,000) 


Chinook Winds Casino Resort 
www.chinookwindscasino.com 


Florence Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.florencechamber.com 


Lincoln County Economic and 
Community Development 
www.co.lincoln.or.us 


Seaside Visitors Bureau 
Www.seasideor.com 


Black Oystercatcher Sponsors 
($1,000+) 


Audubon Society of Lincoln City 
lincolncityaudubon.org 


Audubon Society of Portland 
audubonportland.org 


Bureau of Land Management 

Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area 
blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/ 
yaquina 


Compass Rose Bed and Breakfast 
www.compassroseportorford.com 


Convention and Visitors Association 
of Lane County 
www.cvalco.org 


Destination Newport 
www.discovernewport.com 


Economic Development Council 
of Tillamook County 
www.edctc.com/block.htm 


Friend of Cape Meares Lighthouse 
and Wildlife Refuge 
www.capemeareslighthouse.org 


Friends of Haystack Rock 
friendsofhaystackrock.org 


Inn at Spanish Head 
www.spanishhead.com 


Kalmiopsis Audubon Society 
kalmiopsisaudubon.org 


Oregon Coast Aquarium 
www.aquarium.org 


Oregon Coast Magazine 
www.northwestmagazines.com 


Oregon Birding Association 
www.orbirds.org 


TLC Federal Credit Union 
www.tlcfcu.org 


USDA Forest Service 
Siuslaw National Forest 
www.fs.usda.gov/siuslaw 


WildSpring Guest Habitat 
www.wildspring.com 


Yaquina Birders and Naturalists 
yaquina.info/ybn 


Rufous Hummingbird 
Sponsors ($500+) 


AAA Oregon 
Www.oregon.aaa.com 


Bandon Dunes Golf Resort 
www.bandondunesgolf.com 


Manzanita Merchants Association 
www.exploremanzanita.com 


Rockaway Beach Chamber of 
Commerce 
www.rockawaybeach.net 


Spindrift Inn 
www.spindrift-inn.com 


Toledo Chamber of Commerce 
www.visittoledooregon.com 








To receive free visitor information on fine 
dining, fabulous accommodations, and where to 
play while birding along the Oregon coast, contact 
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he northern coast of Oregon stretches from the mouth of the historic 

Columbia River south to fog-shrouded Cascade Head, an area of broad tidal 
estuaries and rugged headlands that flank long stretches of sandy beach. ‘This 
reach of coast includes the working port town of Astoria, the winter encampment 
of the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery at historical Fort Clatsop, the 
charming arts community of Cannon Beach, and the town of Tillamook, home 
of famous cheese. Forty-three outstanding birding opportunities await you in 
some of the most enchanting scenery on the coast. Whether you are looking for 
Rufous Hummingbird and Blue Grouse amidst endemic wildflowers at Saddle 
Mountain, or Tufted Puffin nesting on Haystack Rock, you can find them here. 
Be sure to venture out to Cape Meares State Scenic Viewpoint to see a Peregrine 
Falcon aerie in late spring and summer. In Oceanside, get a close look at Three 
Arch Rocks National Wildlife Refuge, the oldest Refuge west of the Mississippi 
River and habitat for thousands of nesting Common Murre. Explore the Coast 
Range mountain streams at the Nehalem Fish Hatchery and Henry Rierson 
Spruce Run Campground for bobbing American Dipper, and canopy dwellers 
Hermit Warbler and Golden-crowned Kinglet. 


1. Gnat Creek Campground 
From Astoria, take US 30/Lower Co- 
lumbia River Hwy E 18 mi (near MP 
78), turn N at Gnat Creek sign, and 
proceed to campground. 
Campground offers mixed alder, 
second-growth Douglas-fir and Sitka 
Spruce forest with excellent oppor- 
tunities to see Coast Range species, 
including Mountain Quail, American 
Dipper, and Hermit Warbler in the 
breeding season. Hiking trail to Gnat 
Ck. Fish Hatchery is 1.5-miles. 


OADMOE 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 
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Western Grebes 


2. Gnat Creek Fish Hatchery 
From Astoria, take US 30/Lower Co- 
lumbia River Hwy E 18.2 mi, turn R 
on Gnat Hatchery Rd to hatchery. 
This hatchery boasts a show pond 
and public fishfood station with large 
rainbow trout and sturgeon. Two na- 
ture trails lead to Gnat Creek Camp- 
ground and Barrier Falls, and wind 
through second-growth forest in the 
Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed. Birds 
include Hermit Warbler, American 
Dipper, Steller’s Jay, Rufous Hum- 
mingbird, and Swainson’s and Varied 
Thrush. 


OOM 


3. Ziak Wildlife Refuge 

From Hwy. 30 in Knappa, turn N at 
flashing light then second R onto 
Knappa Dock Rd. Drive 1 mi, turn 
R on Ziak—Gnat Creek Ln. View birds 
from the road, the valley on both 
sides is part of the refuge. 

Open floodplain and freshwater 
wetlands attract dabbling and div- 
ing ducks. Nesting birds are Purple 
Martin, Vaux’s Swift, and Killdeer, 
migrating shorebirds are Semipal- 
mated Plover and Western and Least 
sandpiper. The owners keep Trum- 
peter and Tundra Swans, Emperor 
Geese, and maintain Purple Martin 
and Wood Duck nestboxes. 
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4, Twilight Creek Eagle 


Sanctuary 

From Hwy 107 in Astoria, go E 7 mi. 
Turn Non Burnside Lp near MP 87, 
then 1 mi to observation deck. 

View 35,000 acres of mudflats, tidal 
marshes, open water, and islands 
protected as the Lewis and Clark 
National Wildlife Refuge. The ref- 
uge harbors large concentrations of 
waterfowl in winter, including Tun- 
dra Swan and Canada goose. Bald 
Eagle, Great Egret, and Great Blue 
Heron are seen year-round. 


SOHS 


sponsor: City of Seaside 


Columbia River 





ASTORIA 


5. Astoria Sewage 


Ponds Overlook 

From Hwy 30 in Astoria, N on 45" St 
turn R on Cedar St ,then L on 51% 
turn R on Birch, then L on 53% and 
follow % mi to pullout. Continue past 
gate on foot. 

Part of the lower Columbia River 
Ecosystem, these municipal sewage 
lagoons attract dowitchers, Dun- 
lin and Spotted Sandpiper during 
migration and many duck species, 
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including Northern Shoveler, scaup 
and Wood Duck throughout the fall 
and winter, and on rare occasions 
Eurasian Wigeon, Common Teal, and 
Tufted Duck. 
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6. Coxcomb Hill/ 


Astoria Column 

From Hwy 30 in Astoria, go S on 16th 
St, R on Jerome St then L on 15" St. 
Turn L on Coxcomb Dr and follow 
around to parking lot at the top. 

The Astoria Column, erected in 1926 
atop Coxcomb Hill, denotes the loca- 
tion of the first permanent American 
settlement west of the Rockies. Park- 
land, shrub-scrub and coniferous 
forest attract large concentrations of 
spring and fall migrating songbirds; 
early morning visits can produce hun- 
dreds of birds including Townsend's 
and Hermit Warbler, flycatchers, 
Western Tanager, and Black-headed 
and Evening Grosbeak. Hiking trails 
lead from Coxcomb Hill to downtown 
Astoria and the Irving Forest. 


OOSSO8H 


sponsor: City of Seaside 
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Sooty Shearwater 


7. Astoria Mitigation 


Bank Wetlands 

From Astoria, travel W on Hwy 107, 
turn S south on W Marine Dr (Hwy 
202), then L on Alt Hwy 101, and 
Stay as it makes an R curve at Miles 
Crossing. After 1 mi, cross Lewis 
and Clark River bridge; park at pull- 
out along the elk fence on R. Visitors 
must stay on diked trail system. 
Freshwater and tidal wetlands at- 
tract many species of ducks in fall 
and winter and migrating shorebirds 
in spring and fall. Virginia Rail, Sora, 
and American Bittern are resident. In 
winter the area is good for Swamp, 
Lincoln’s, Golden-crowned, Savan- 
nah, and Fox Sparrow. 
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§. Warrenton Linear Park 
From Hwy 1017 in Warrenton, turn W 
on Harbor St, which becomes Fort 
Stevens Hwy (N), then R on 13th St to 
parking along street at the end. Trail 
heads S along ake. 

Gravel trail system 2.5 miles long 
passes estuary, mudflat, and mixed 
forest offering views of a nesting Bald 
Eagle plus Rufous Hummingbird, and 
Northern Flicker. In winter watch for 
Bufflehead and American Wigeon, 
and in migration Whimbrel, Marbled 
Godwit, Western and Least Sand- 
piper, and Black-bellied Plover. 


}—10)] 8 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


§. Fort Stevens State Park 
From Astoria take 101 S, turn E on 
Harbor St, which becomes Fort Ste- 
vens Hwy. Continue through the town 
of Hammond, then turn L on Lake Ra, 
turn R_ to enter park. 

This popular park has beachcombing, 
lake swimming, trails, wildlife view- 


BIRDING TIP 


Watch the tide. Consult a tide 
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and estuaries. 


table before birding beaches 


Shorebirds are 


best viewed during an incoming 
or outgoing tide. Use caution 
as some beaches may not be 


accessible at high tide. 











American Dipper 


ing, a historic shipwreck, and military 
fort. Explore 9 miles of hiking trails 
and view American Wigeon, Northern 
Pintail, Canvasback, Greater Scaup, 
Caspian Tern, and Northern Harrier. 
A viewing platform at Parking Lot C 
allows seawatching for Sooty Shear- 
water, Brown Pelican, and_ alcids. 
spring and fall bring in thousands 
of shorebirds. During irruptions in 
winter Snowy Owl are seen hunt- 
ing the Columbia River South Jetty. 
Land birds include Wrentit, Western 
Tanager, Orange-crowned Warbler, 
and Olive-sided Flycatch. Habitat 
restoration is occurring to encourage 
Western Snowy Plover to recolonize 
Clatsop Spit. 


QANDESOR 


sponsor: City of Seaside 


10. Fort Clatsop Memorial 
From Hwy 101 at Warrenton, turn S 
on Marlin Dr, go 2 mi to Ft Clatsop 
Rd. October-April, parking allowed 
at Fort. May—September parking re- 
stricted to the Netul Landing, 1 mi S 
of fort with bus service. 

The memorial includes a replica of 
the buildings used during 1805-06 
winter encampment of the Lewis 
and Clark expedition. The Fort-to- 
Sea Trail, which replicates the route 
members of Lewis and Clark’s Corps 
of Discovery may have taken, begins 
here and ends at Sunset Beach 6.5- 
miles to the west. The trail takes visi- 
tors through a varied landscape from 
shallow wetlands, coastal woods, 
a freshwater lake, and shorepine 
covered dunes. Birds include White- 
tailed Kite, Red-shouldered Hawk, 
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sapsuckers and woodpeckers, and 
assorted Coast Range species. 


OOBSOH 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


11. Sunset Beach State 


Recreation Site 

From Hwy 107 in Astoria drive S 10 
mi Just S of Camp Rilea National 
Guard Facility turn W on Sunset 
Beach Ln and drive to parking lot. 
This 120-acre park marks the west 
trailhead of the historic Fort-to-Sea 
Trail. On the beach you will be treat- 
ed to expansive views of Cape Dis- 
appointment and Ecola State Park. 
Watch for Brown Pelican, Western 
Gull, Common Murre, Surf Scoter, 
Pigeon Guillemot, Brandt’s and Pe- 
lagic Cormorant, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee and Cedar Waxwing. 


OOS0n 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


12. Cullaby Lake Wetlands 


Interpretive Trail 

From Hwy 101 S of Astoria between 
MP 13 and 14, turn E onto Cul- 
laby Lake Ln, follow for % mi, R onto 
Hawkins Rd to parking lot. 

Easy 1.5-mile loop trail through 
forested wetlands and_ lakefront. 
Osprey, Bald Eagle, Killdeer, Red- 
winged Blackbird, Violet-green and 
Tree Swallow, and Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee. Other activities are 
swimming, boating, picnicking, and 
volleyball. 


OOSSO8H 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


Surf Scoter 
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GEARHART 


S Cottage Ave 


Wellington Ave. 


13. Necanicum Estuary 

From Hwy 101 at Gearhart, turn W at 
light on Pacific Way, then L onto Cot- 
tage Way. Turn RonF St, then L on 
Wellington to parking lot at end. 
Tidal estuary and active sand dunes 
make this one of the best sites on the 
north coast to watch shorebirds dur- 
ing migration in April and September, 
including Western Sandpiper, Whim- 
brel, yellowlegs, Semipalmated Plo- 
ver, Dunlin, and Long-billed Curlew. 
Large flocks of Western Gull and 
American Crow use the open flats all 
year. Lapland Longspur and Snow 
Bunting use the dunes in fall. 


SOHG 


sponsor: U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 


14. Saddle Mountain 


State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Seaside, go S to 
Hwy 26 E for 10 mi, turn L on Saddle 
Mtn Rd and drive 7 mi to parking. 
The last ice age created open mead- 
ows with endemic wildflowers at 
saddle Mountain, one of the highest 
peaks in the Coast Range. A rigor- 
ous 3-mile hike to the top can bring 
views of Vaux’s Swift, Calliope and 
Rufous Hummingbird, Hermit War- 
bler, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Blue 
Grouse, and Varied Thrush in spring 
and summer and occasionally Gray- 
crowned Rosy Finch. 


OAM 
sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


15. Jewell Meadows Wildlife 


Management Area 

From Astoria, drive 28 mi SE on Hwy 
20? to refuge. From Hwy 26, go Non 
Hwy 103, 9 mi to Jewell, W on Hwy 
202 1.5 mi to refuge. 

Jewell Meadows is managed to pro- 
vide winter habitat for Roosevelt elk. 
Open pastures along the highway of- 
fer elk viewing in winter and spring. 
Good viewing of Rufous Humming- 
bird, Band-tailed Pigeon, Red-breast- 
ed Sapsucker, and California Quail. 
Western Bluebird use nest boxes at 
headquarters and House Wren and 
Calliope Hummingbird are seen here 
irregularly. 


C2) DGS 


sponsor: City of Seaside 


16. Lee Wooden/ 


Fishhawk Falls 

From Hwy 101 S of Seaside, take 
Hwy 26 E. Take R exit for 103/Fisher 
Falls Hwy and follow 9 mi to Jewell. 
Take 202 W to park entrance near 
MP 25. 

Meandering trail through 4/-acre 
county park goes through sec- 
ond-growth Douglas-fir and riparian 
forest and offers excellent opportuni- 
ties to see Hermit Warbler and Amer- 
ican dipper. 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


17. Henry Rierson Spruce 


Run Campground 

From Hwy 101 S of Seaside, take 
Hwy 26 E for 20 mi, turn S on Lower 
Nehalem Rd; proceed 5 mi to camp- 
ground (open June-September). 
Beautiful views of the Nehalem River 
and second-growth Douglas-fir forest 
make this an easy place to look for 
breeding Hermit Warbler, American 
Dipper, and Common Merganser. 
You can also expect Wilson’s and 
Orange-crowned Warbler in summer 
and Gray Jay, Golden-crowned King- 
let, Chestnut-Backed Chickadee, and 
Steller’s Jay year-round. 


ONDSOH 





18. Nehalem Falls 


Campground 

From Hwy 1017 in Nehalem, go S 1.5 
mi to Hwy 53, turn E and go 1.3 mi 
to Miami Foley Ra, turn S, then turn E 
(L) on Foss Rd, and go 7 mi to camp- 
ground on L. 

Trails within the campground pro- 
vide access to Nehalem Falls and 
old-growth Douglas fir, western red- 
cedar, western hemlock, and sitka 
spruce forests where you might see 
American Dipper, Hermit Warbler, and 
other expected coast range species. 
Camping available May to October. 


IBSOHO 


sponsor: Spindrift Inn 
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19. Seaside Cove 

From Hwy 107 in Seaside, turn W on 
Ave U, then turn L on Edgewood Dr, 
and proceed to public parking at the 
rocky beach. 

A popular spot with surfers, Seaside 
Cove has a mix of sandy and rocky 
beach. Watch the ocean in winter 
for Harlequin Duck, Common Loon, 
Western Grebe, and Surf and Black 
scoter. Year-round are Common 


Pacific 
Ocean 


Ecola State Park 


Sunset Blvd 


Murre, Pigeon Guillemot, and Pelagic 
Cormorant. Winter storms occasion- 
ally blow in Northern Fulmar and Red 
Phalarope. Whales, harbor porpoise, 
and harbor seal are present. 


OSS08H 


sponsor: Friends of 
Haystack Rock 


20. Tillamook Head Trail 

From Hwy 101 in Seaside, turn W on 
U Ave then L on Edgewood Dr, past 
Seaside Cove and Seltzer Park to 
the parking lot at the end of Sunset 
Blvd. 

A winding 4-mile trail through sitka 
spruce and western hemlock for- 
est, which leads to Indian Beach in 
Ecola State Park. In the forest are 
nesting Wilson’s and Hermit Warbler, 
and residents are Varied Thrush and 
spotted Towhee. And keep your eyes 
open for Brown Creeper, Swainson’s 
Thrush and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Also good for watching whales and 
harbor seals. 


OOS0 


sponsor: Oregon Parks & 
Recreation Department 


21. Ecola State Park 

From Hwy 1017 in Cannon Beach, go 
N 2 mi to Ecola State Park, follow 
signs to park entrance, proceed to 
Indian Beach parking lot. Hike short 
trail W to viewing deck. 

Visited by Lewis and Clark in 1806, 
this park reveals the pristine beauty 
of Pacific Northwest rainforest and 
offers panoramic views of the Pacific 
Ocean, Chapman Point, and Cannon 
Beach. The coastal scenery provides 
a dramatic backdrop to see 50,000 
nesting Common Murre along with 
Pelagic and Brandt's Cormorant, 










SEASIDE 






Black Oystercatcher, Pigeon Guille- 
mot, and in winter Harlequin Duck 
and Surf Scoter. Watch the ocean for 
Marbled Murrelet. 


WEOnE 
sponsor: Friends of 
Haystack Rock 


22. Clatsop Loop Trail, 


Ecola State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Cannon Beach, go 
N 2 mi to Ecola State Park, follow 
signs to park entrance, proceed to 
Indian Beach parking lot. Walk north 
to trailhead. 

This route was blazed by American 
Indians and followed by the Corps 
of Discovery in 1806 to seek out a 
beached whale near Cannon Beach. 
The trail goes north to the Felden- 
heimer Forest and Seaside through 
lush riparian and sitka spruce forest. 
A short, 2-mile loop trail winds back 
to the parking area. Connects to the 
Tillamook Head Trail (21) that leads 
to Seaside. Bald Eagle, Peregrine 
Falcon, Wrentit, and Varied Thrush 
are resident; Violet-Green Swallow 
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Hutton's Vireo 


and Wilson’s and Orange-crowned 
Warbler breed here in summer. 


SSOne 


sponsor: Friends of 
Haystack Rock 


356 species of birds 


have been recorded in Clatsop County, 
located on the North Oregon Coast, 
making for a birdwatcher’s delight year-round. 


On any day you might see... 


Brown Pelicans or = 
a Bald Eagle yy 
fishing on 4 sas 


Youngs Bay. 


A flock of sandpipers or a 


raft of scoters resting and 
feeding at the waterfront. 


= 


| Sapsuckers, wrentits 
and warblers 

building their homes 

along our many trails 
and bikeways. 


Photos © Don Baccus 
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For more information contact 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
800-875-6807 or 
www.oldoregon.com 








23. Gannon Beach 


Settling Ponds 

From Hwy 107 in Seaside, go S and 
take the first Cannon Beach exit. Go 
Straight at the stop sign and continue 
as it makes two R-angle turns. At 
next stop sign go straight on Spruce 
St, then turn L onto 2nd St, continue 
to viewing platform on R and parking 
lot. 

Rich in bird life, the Cannon Beach 
settling ponds and the adjacent Little 
Pompey wetlands attract Bald Eagle, 
Great Blue Heron, Wood Duck, North- 
ern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Amer- 
ican Wigeon, Green-winged Teal, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Wilson’s 
snipe, Marsh Wren, Violet-green 
Swallow, and Rufous Hummingbirds. 


QS08 


sponsor: Friends of 
Haystack Rock 


24. Haystack Rock 


at Cannon Beach 

From Hwy 107 in Seaside go S, and 
take 2nd St exit, follow to Hemlock 
St, turn S (L) and use public parking 
lot on corner of Hemlock and Gower 
St. Public walkway across from the 
parking leads to the beach and Hay- 
stack Rock. 

Best accessed at low tide, Haystack 
Rock is part of Oregon Islands Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge. The base of 
this 235-foot monolith is full of rocky 
intertidal-zone. Invertebrates are in- 
terpreted in spring and summer by 
the Haystack Rock Awareness Pro- 
gram. The best place on the coast to 
see Tufted Puffin from April to August, 
the rock also hosts breeding West- 
ern Gull, Pelagic Cormorant, Pigeon 
Guillemot, and Black Oystercatcher. 
Harlequin Duck, Brown Pelican, and 
Peregrine Falcon seen in summer 
and Greater Scaup and Surf Scoter 
in winter. 


SO 


sponsor: Friends of Haystack 
Rock 


29. Alder Creek Farm 

From Hwy 1017 in Manzanita drive S, 
turn W (R) on Underhill Ln, proceed 
until road ends, park in front of barn. 
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A former dairy farm restored to fresh 
and salt water marsh with vegetated 
uplands is home to a wide variety of 
species including Bald Eagle, Ameri- 
can Kestrel, Purple Martin, and Tree 
Swallow. Flocks of shorebirds can 
be seen during migration including 
Red Phalarope throughout the winter. 
Hike the primitive trail that runs along 
Alder Creek to Nehalem Bay. 


OOSOr 


sponsor: Manzanita Merchants 
Association 


26. Nehalem Bay Sewage 


Ponds 

From Hwy 101 S in Nehalem, turn 
WR) onto Tidelands Rd; proceed 0.5 
mi to gate and park. 

scan ponds in winter for Mallard, 
Northern Pintail, Gadwall, Green- 
winged Teal, and American Wigeon. 
Migrating Dunlin, Wilson’s Snipe, 
and Western and Least Sandpiper 
are seen in April and again in early 
fall. White-tailed Kite, and Red-tailed 
Hawk are here year-round. 


SO 
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27. Nehalem Fish Hatchery 
From Hwy 26, take Hwy 53 to MP 7 
or from Hwy 107 take Hwy 53 for 11 
mi to hatchery. 

Access to the Nehalem River, popu- 
lar with anglers and bordered by red 
alder and second-growth Douglas-fir 
forest. Area inhabited by breeding 
Hooded Merganser, Hermit Warbler, 
Hairy Woodpecker, and American 
Dipper. Excellent access for people 
with disabilities. 


OOSSO8H 


sponsor: Nehalem Point 


28. Barview Jetty Park 

From Hwy 101 S in Barview (2 mi 
N of Garibaldi), turn R (W) on Cedar 
Ave, which becomes Barview Jetty 
Park Rd, turn L on Jetty Rd to park- 
ing lot. 

The rocky jetty and open ocean 
attract both bay and ocean birds. 
search the jetty rocks for Wander- 
ing Tattler, Black Turnstone, Ruddy 
Turnstone, and Rock Sandpiper from 
fall through early spring. The bay 


will have Western Gull, Pelagic, Dou- 
ble-crested and Brandt's Cormorant, 
Common Murre, and Pigeon Guille- 
mot year-round and Common Loon 
and Western Grebe in winter. Watch 
for gray whales and orca. 


ANOSOH 


sponsor: Rockaway Beach 
Chamber of Commerce 


29. Garibaldi Boat Basin 

From Hwy 107 in Garibaldi, turn W 
onto 7th St, and follow to Commercial 
St and parking lot for boat basin. 
Watch for birds at the public pier, also 
good for crabbing, or walk the path 
that leads North along the edge of 
the bay overlooking beach and tidal 
flats. Great Blue Heron are common, 
Bald Eagle are occasional, while Buf- 
flehead, Common Merganser, and 
American Wigeon use the area in 
winter. Purple Martin, Pigeon Guille- 
mot, and Brown Pelican are common 
in summer. 


iit} 10) 8 


sponsor: Tillamook County 


Three Quaint Villages Providing: 
Dining, kayaking, windsurfing, fishing, hiking, art galleries, 


antiques, shopping, beach combing, and so much more! 


Nehalem bay chamber of commerce 
(877)368-5100 nehalem@nehalemtel.net 


www.nehalembaychamber.com 








30. Pacific Oyster/Bay City 
From Hwy 107 in Bay City, turn W 
onto Oyster Dr, and park. 

A quick stop along this spit that juts 
into Tillamook Bay is very productive 
for shorebirds including Black and 
Ruddy Turnstone, and Spotted Sand- 
piper. Purple Martin, Caspian Tern, 
and Osprey are common in spring. 
Western Gull and Bald Eagle are seen 
year round. 


S08 


sponsor: Tillamook County 


31. Bay City to Tillamook 

Drive Hwy 101 S from Bay City to 
Tillamook, and stop at pullouts along 
the highway. 

This stretch of the Pacific Coast 
scenic Byway winds through flood- 
ed pasture and river frontage and 
is adjacent to estuaries. In winter, 
watch for Blue-winged Teal, North- 
ern Pintail, American Wigeon, Can- 
ada Geese, White-tailed Kite, and 
Red-shouldered Hawk. Killdeer and 
Whimbrel are seen during migration. 


SOHS 


sponsor: Tillamook County 








o2. Tillamook Forest Center 
From Hwy 107 in Tillamook, take 
Hwy 6 E to MP 21, follow signs to 
the Center (L). 

To see birds of the Coast Range, 
consider a trip inland to the Tilla- 
mook Forest Center. Nestled in a 
lush green landscape, it showcases 
the historic Tillamook Burn and the 
public spirit behind a monumental 
reforestation effort that helped shape 
sustainable forest management. 
spend the day hiking the extensive 
trail system in summer and look 
for Northern Pygmy-Owl, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Brown Creeper, Winter 
Wren, Varied Thrush, Pine Siskin, and 
Orange-crowned, Yellow, Wilson’s, 
and MacGillivray’s Warbler. 


sponsor: TLC Federal Credit Union 


oo. Bayocean Spit/ 

Tillamook Bay 

From Hwy 101 S in Tillamook, turn 
W (R) on 3rd St/Three Capes Scenic 
Loop, and go 3 mi to Bayocean spit 
(sign). Turn R and follow gravel road 
1.5 mi to parking lot. 


www.tbnep.org 


On the way to Bayocean Spit, watch 
the flooded pastures and wetlands 
for Aleutian Cackling Goose, Killdeer, 
and White-tailed Kite. The spit is sur- 
rounded by scenic Tillamook Bay and 
is most productive in spring and fall 
when migrating shorebirds use it as a 
Stopover. Hike the gravel dike to see 
Tundra Swan, Red Phalarope, Brant, 
snowy Egret, and Horned Grebe from 
fall through early spring and Great 
Blue and Green Heron, Bald Eagle, 
and Peregrine Falcon year-round. 


©} 10] 8] <) 


sponsor: Friends of Cape 
Meares Lighthouse and 
Wildlife Refuge 


34. Cape Meares State 


Scenic Viewpoint 

From Hwy 107 S in Tillamook, turn R 
on 3rd Si/Netarts Hwy and follow to 
Bayocean Rd NW, turn R, then L onto 
Cape Meares Loop Rd (not the town 
of Cape Meares), and follow signs to 
parking. 

Panoramic views of the Pacific 
Ocean and Three Arch Rocks, Ore- 
gon’s shortest lighthouse, the giant 





‘ 


Wrentit 


Octopus tree, and trails through old- 
growth forest delight visitors. Pere- 
grine Falcon nest on adjacent Cape 
Meares National Wildlife Refuge 
each spring, and tens of thousands 
of Common Murre nest on offshore 
islands. Gray Jay, Varied Thrush, 
Dark-eyed Junco, Bald Eagle, Cedar 
Waxwing, Black Oystercatcher, Pe- 
lagic Cormorant, Pigeon Guillemot, 
and White-crowned Sparrow are 
common year-round. 


QOSOr 


sponsor: Friends of Cape Meares 
Lighthouse and Wildlife Refuge 


Tillamook Estuaries Partnership 


A National Estuary Project 


Dedicated to the conservation and restoration of 
Tillamook County’s estuaries and watersheds in their entirety. 


48° DISCOVER TILLAMOOK COUNTY WATER TRAIL’S yy 613 Commercial St. 
Us r\:}| WILDLIFE AND NATURAL WONDERS Se | PO Box 493 
Teak ee oD Garibaldi, OR 97118 


503-3222 2228 
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30. Oceanside Beach/ 
Three Arch Rocks National 


Wildlife Refuge 

From Cape Meares State Scenic 
Viewpoint, continue S on Cape 
Meares Scenic Loop Rd, Turn R on 
Pacific Ave to parking lot. From Hwy 
101 Sin Tillamook, turn R on 3rd SV 
Netarts Hwy W. Follow 8.7 mi, turn L 
on Pacific Ave to parking lot. 

At the heart of Oceanside, this small 
park provides beach access, close 
views of Three Arch Rocks Nation- 
al Wildlife Refuge, and great agate 
hunting in winter. In summer watch 
for large flocks of Western Gull, 
Brown Pelican, and cormorants feed- 
ing near shore. Surf Scoter, Common 
Loon and Western and Red-necked 
Grebe are seen in fall and winter. 
With a spotting scope it’s possible 
to view Steller’s sea lion using the 
refuge. 


HSOnk 
sponsor: TLC Federal Credit 
Union 


36. Netarts Bay 

From Hwy 107 S in Tillamook, turn 
Ron 3rd St/Netarts Hwy W, follow 6 
mi to Bay. Use pullouts along Bay for 
viewing wildlife. 

The 2,/00-acre tidal estuary is a 
haulout site for harbor seals and 
provides excellent roadside birding 
year-round. In fall and winter, look 
for Common, Red-throated, Pacific 
and (rarely) Yellow-billed Loon, Eared, 
Horned, and Western Grebe, Pelagic 
and Double-crested Cormorant, and 
Bufflenead, Common Goldeneye, and 
surf Scoter. Great Blue Heron are 
seen in abundance year-round along 
with Great Egret. Brown Pelican and 
Osprey arrive in spring. 


HSOnesS 
sponsor: US Fish and Wildlife 
service 


3/7. Cape Lookout State Park 
From Hwy 1017 in Tillamook, go W (R) 
on 3rd St, and stay straight to Netarts 
Hwy E. Follow 6 mi to Whiskey Creek 
Rd, turn R into park. 

A popular recreational park located 
on a sand spit between Netarts Bay 
and the Pacific Ocean, Cape Look- 


out allows sweeping ocean views 
and beach access. Over 8-miles of 
hiking trails wind through dense old- 
growth forest. Along them you can 
see Hairy Woodpecker, Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Gold- 
en-crowned and White-crowned 
Sparrow, Gray Jay, Wilson’s Warbler, 
Cedar waxing, and Red Crossbill. 


QADESOH 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


30. Munson Creek State 


Natural Site 

From Hwy 107 in Tillamook, drive S 
6 mi to Munson Creek Ra, turn E (L), 
and go 2 mi to parking lot. 

Home to ancient western redcedar 
and sitka spruce, this park is a relic 
of the Pacific Northwest rainforest. 
Hike a trail to see Munson Creek Falls 
tumbling 319-feet into a pool that 
feeds salmon spawning grounds. 
Watch and listen year-round for 
American Dipper, Varied Thrush, 
and Winter Wren and in summer for 
Swainson’s Thrush, Wilson’s Warbler, 
Western Tanager, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
and Hairy Woodpecker. 


}—10) 8 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


39. Upper Nestucca/Moon 


Creek Area 

From Hwy 107 S in Tillamook go E(L) 
on Blaine Rd at the town of Beaver. 
Drive 6.6 mi to the town of Blaine 
and go N (L) on Moon Creek Rad. Go 1 
mi, turn R on dirt road 3-8-20 which 





Black Turnstone 
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Vetaael 
Sanderlings 


enters the coast range. Explore the 
roads on foot or via car. 

Mixed conifers, clear cuts and ripar- 
ian areas offer Ruffed Grouse, Com- 
mon Nighthawk, Mountain Quail, 
Western Bluebird, Varied Thrush, 
spotted and Northern Saw-whet Owl, 
and Northern Pygmy-Owl. 


40. Whalen Isiand/Clay 


Meyers Natural Area 

From Hwy 101 S of Tillamook, turn R 
on Sandlake Rad, turn R to continue 
on Sandlake Rd, then R on Whalen 
Island Ra. 

This coastal estuarine ecosystem 
bounded by the Sand Creek estuary 
provides habitat for adult salmon 
and steelhead trout. The area is an 
ecological potpourri, including mixed 
woodlands, grasslands, fresh and 
Saltwater wetlands, and a rare na- 
tive dune sedgeland. Hike the short 
loop trail during April and September 
to see migrating Western and Least 
Sandpiper, Semipalmated Plover, and 
sanderling. Bald Eagle, black-tailed 
deer, river otter, and black bear are 
here year-round. 


OnDSS0On 
sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


41. Nestucca Bay National 


Wildlife Refuge 

From Hwy 107 Nin Lincoln City, drive 
20 mi N to Christensen Rd and turn 
L. Proceed 1 mi to lower parking lot. 
Thousands of Aleutian Cackling and 
Dusky Canada Geese and other wa- 
terfowl use the refuge from October 
through April. The coastal prairie, 
forest and wetlands harbor over 200 


PHOTO BY: RICHARD CRONBERG 


different species of birds, mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, and insects. to 
maximize birding, walk the graveled 
Christensen Rd/Trail uphill to the 
Pacific View Trail or drive to the up- 
per parking lot. Spring and summer 
bring Barn Owl, Northern Pygmy-Owl, 
Western Tanager, Rufous Humming- 
bird, Violet-green Swallow, Wilson’s 
and Hermit Warbler, Red Crossbill, 
Swainson’s Thrush, Pacific-slop Fly- 
catcher, and Ruffed Grouse. Fall and 
winter birds include a variety of spar- 
rows, Hutton’s Vireo, Varied Thrush, 
and Western Bluebirds. 


(2) 0D 


42. Cascade Head 


Nature Preserve 

From Hwy 101 in Lincoln City, drive 
2.4 mi N of the Salmon River almost 
to the summit of Cascade Head. Turn 
L on Cascade Head Road (USFS Road 
1861) and continue 4 mi (L at fork) to 
trailhead; or go 1 mi to Hart's Cove 
trailhead. Road closed January 1 to 
July 15. 

Moderately difficult hiking trails wind 
through spectacular, sitka spruce/ 
western hemlock forest ending with 
views of the Salmon River estuary, 
the Pacific Ocean, and Cape Foul- 
weather. Roosevelt elk graze the 
open grasslands where The Nature 
Conservancy manages habitat for en- 
dangered Oregon Silverspot Butterfly. 
Birds include Varied Thrush, Wrentit, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglet, Wilson’s War- 
bler, and Great Horned and Northern 
Pygmy Owl. 


}—]0] 812) 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 
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Located at the hub of North Coast Oregon birding sites, 
Seaside has 1400 rooms, 65 restaurants, the famous 
Promenade along the ocean, the aquarium, shopping and a 
wide choice of other activities and amusements to enhance 
your trip. Visit our web site for information and reservations. 


SEASIDE 


OREGON 


SEASIDE VISITORS BUREAU eet La 
888.306.2326 - 503.738.3097 ok: a 7 an 
Seaside, Oregon 97138 Pr. 


More THAN Just a Day at THE BEACH! 
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ilies estuaries, long sandy beaches, and active sand dunes accented by a few 
rocky outcroppings and coastal islands comprise the heart of the Coast. In- 
land the Siuslaw National Forest's 630,000 acres, in the Coast Range, have four 
major rivers flowing through on their way to the Pacific Ocean. Explore Lincoln 
City’s seven miles of beach and two large estuaries, scope the roiling waters of 
Boiler Bay for pelagic birds, or ascend Cape Foulweather for expansive ocean 
views. At Newport's Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area, feel the frenzy of 
one of the largest Common Murre nesting colonies on the coast. Drive the scenic 
Yaquina Bay Road in winter to see all six species of grebes occurring in Oregon in 
one location. Continue south to Seal Rock for Pigeon Guillemot and Harlequin 
Duck floating on the waves and Western Gull lining the coastal islands, and to 
the south jetty of the Siuslaw River in Florence to glimpse flocks of Semipalmat- 
ed Plover and Least and Western Sandpiper on migration. 


CENTRAL COAST 


43. Knight Park 

From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive 
N, cross the Salmon River Bridge and 
turn W (L) on Three Rocks Rd, drive 
2.4 mi, turn L into Knight Park. 
Knight Park provides a trailhead to 
explore the Cascade Head Preserve. 
Mid-tide is the best time to visit for 
water birds in this 2-acre park. Fall 
to spring birds are cormorants, Great 
Blue Heron, American Wigeon, Buf- 
flehead, Common Goldeneye, Red- 
breasted Merganser, Sanderling, 
Wilson’s Snipe, Belted Kingfisher, 
and Western, Glaucous-winged, 
Ring-billed, and California Gull. Tur- 
key Vulture and Caspian Tern occur 
in summer. 


OS0H8 


sponsor: Lincoln County 
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Caspian Tern 


44, Salmon River Estuary 
From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive 
N 0.4 mi past the Hwy 18 overpass, 
cross the Salmon River Bridge, and 
use pullouts to view marsh. 

Popular with anglers, this expansive 
Site attracts many water birds and is 
worth a quick stop. Raptors include 
Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, and 
White-tailed Kite. Winter and spring 
bring Common Merganser, Buffle- 
head, and Belted Kingfisher. Other 
marsh birds are Marsh Wren, Com- 
mon Yellowthroat, Song Sparrow, 
American Bittern, and Red-winged 
Blackbird. 


SOHNE 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


45. Road's End State 


Recreation Site 

From Hwy 1017 in Lincoln City, turn N 
on Logan Rd, and drive 1 mi to park- 
ing lot. 

A surprisingly quiet retreat from 
busy Lincoln City, this wayside of- 
fers tidepools, a pebble beach, off- 
shore islands, and a hidden cove. At 
low tide, walk the short path to the 
beach to see Western, Heermann’s, 
Bonaparte’s, Mew, California, and 
Herring Gull. During migration Whim- 
brel, Sanderling, Western and Least 
Sandpiper, and Semipalmated Plover 
can be seen feeding. 


OOSOn 
sponsor: Confederated Tribes of 
siletz Indians 
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46. Spring Lake Open Space 
From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, turn E 
on NE 14" St, then after blinking light, 
turn N on NE Port Ave to parking lot. 
several trails meander through this 
20-acre young forest with small lake 
and creek. Deer are regular visitors 
along with Northern Flicker, Bewick’s 
and Winter Wren, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Purple Finch, Fox Spar- 
row, Western Tanager, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Wilson’s, Orange-crowned, 
and Yellow-rumped Warbler. Wood 
Duck nest boxes circle the lake and 
are used annually. 


QOSOR 
sponsor: Audubon Society of 
Lincoln City 


47. Devil's Lake State Park 
From Hwy 1017 in Lincoln City, turn E 
on NE 6" St, drive to gravel parking 
lot and wetland trailhead. 

Just minutes from downtown this 
park allows visitors to watch wild- 


in ee 
bs a 

«= a 

Pk ies 


Tufted eMiiite - 


ao 
rm 
= 
= 
= 
” 
2) 
= 
> 
fan} 
©) 
la 
1 O 
as 
=f 


7, 


life from a hiking trail or better yet 
from a canoe or kayak. As you glide 
by, watch for American Coot, Com- 
mon Loon, Bufflehead, Canvasback, 
Green-winged Teal, Pelagic Cormo- 
rant, Western Grebe and Bald Eagle. 
The trees attract migrating Cedar 
Waxwing and Swainson’s Thrush of- 
ten in large flocks. 


QADSOER 


sponsor: Chinook Winds Casino 
Resort 


48. D River State 


Recreation Site 

From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, turn 
E on SE 1st St just S of the D River 
bridge, and park. 

Devil's Lake is 680 acres and con- 
nects to the Pacific via the D River, 
“the World’s Shortest.” Most noted 
for large concentrations of gulls at 
the mouth of the river, get ready for a 
challenge to identify Western, Glau- 
cous-winged, Thayer's, California, 
Ring-billed, and Bonaparte’s Gull plus 
a variety of hybrids. To access this 
site you will have to cross Hwy 101. 
The open space around the D River 
is protected; though no trails exist, 
you can meander through forested 
wetlands, open marsh and scrub/ 
shrub to view Spotted Sandpiper, 
Cedar Waxwing, Vaux’s Swift, White- 
crowned Sparrow, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Belted Kingfisher, Common 
Yellowthroat, and Purple Finch. 


S00 
sponsor: Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians 
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Parasitic Jaeger 


49. East Devil's Lake State 


Park/Rock Creek Marsh 

From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, turn 
E onto East Devil's Lake Rd (Tanger 
Outlets), drive 0.6 mi to pullout next 
to marsh, scan for birds, then con- 
tinue 1.5 mi and enter Park. 

Rock Creek Marsh is a mix of dense 
willow and reed. Year-round look for 
Virginia Rail, Sora, Killdeer, Wilson’s 
snipe, Marsh Wren, and Song Spar- 
row, or listen for Barn Owl at dusk. 
In winter, hike through mixed conifer- 
ous forest beside a freshwater lake 
and look for Pied-billed Grebe, Ring- 
necked Duck, Gadwall, Ruddy Duck 
and Green-winged Teal. In summer 
Bald Eagle, Osprey, Cooper’s and 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Wood Duck, 
Green Heron, and Vaux’s Swift are 
regular. Occasional in migration are 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Greater Yellow- 
legs, and Red Phalarope. 


OOS0E 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


50. Taft Waterfront Park 
From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive S 
and turn W (R) at light onto SW 51st 
St, drive 0.3 mi to end, and park. 

A small urban park providing views of 
siletz Bay, Salishan Spit, and a san- 
dy beach. In summer when schools 
of baitfish enter the bay, thousands 
of Heermann’s and California Gull 
join Caspian Tern and Western and 
Ring-billed Gull. In winter, Herring, 
Thayer's, Glaucous-winged, and 
Mew Gulls are regulars as are loons, 
grebes, scoters, Common Goldeneye, 
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Red-breasted Merganser, and at low 
tide, Black Turnstone and Sanderling. 
Rare winter visitors include Clark’s 
Grebe, Barrow’s Goldeneye, and 
Long-billed Curlew. Harbor seal ac- 
tively feed in the bay and haulout at 
the tip of Salishan spit. 


OS0H8 


sponsor: Inn at Spanish Head 


51. Josephine Young Park 
From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive S 
to SW 62nd St, turn W (A). Drive 0.4 
mi, turn W (R) on SW 65th St, drive 
0.1 mi to end, and park in lot. 

Walk to the sandy beach and then 
left around the point to the mouth of 
Drift Creek for Great Blue Heron all 
year and Great Egret in fall. From 
fall to spring scan south Siletz Bay at 
mid-tide to see Common and Pacific 
Loon, Western Grebe, Gadwall, Can- 
vasback, Greater and Lesser Scaup, 
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Sea watches on the 
Pacific Coast are best 
conducted in the 
morning with the sun 


at your back. 








Common Goldeneye, Surf Scoter, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Black-bel- 
lied Plover, Dunlin, Western and Least 
Sandpiper. Spring and fall migration 
bring Semipalmated Plover, Whim- 
brel, yellowlegs, Black Turnstone, 
dowitchers and occasionally Marbled 





Brant 


Godwit, Wandering Tattler, and Red 
Knot. In summer Common Mergan- 
ser and Caspian Tern are frequent 
with occasional Green Herons. 


OS0H8 


sponsor: Audubon Society of 
Lincoln City 


52. Drift Creek Falls 

From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive 
S, turn E on Drift Creek Rd then S 
on S. Drift Creek Rd, turn E on For- 
est Service road 17 and go 10 mi to 
parking lot and trailhead. 

A 3-mile round trip on_ this 
well-maintained trail of moderate 
difficulty passes through a narrow 
band of old-growth Douglas-fir for- 
est and over a 240-foot suspension 
bridge 100 feet above Drift Creek, 
overlooking a horsetail type waterfall 





PHOTO BY: WAYNE HOFFMAN 


tumbling down a sheer cliff. Be on 
the lookout for Olive-sided Flycatch- 
er, Hairy Woodpecker, Winter Wren, 
Wilson’s and Orange-crowned War- 
bler, Varied and Swainson’s Thrush, 
and Steller’s Jay. 


OMe 
sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


oo. Kernville/Siletz River 
From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive 
S, turn E (L) on Hwy 229 (just before 
Siletz River Bridge), and drive 0.6 mi 
to park at pullout on S side of hwy 
next to river. 

Cannery Slough is the marsh to the 
north where Blue-winged Teal are 
seen in spring. Fall migration can 
bring Spotted and Pectoral Sandpip- 
er and yellowlegs. Purple Martin nest 
in boxes on the pilings April-August. 
Pelagic and Double-crested Cormo- 
rant perch on pilings. Winter-spring 
look for Common Loon, Horned and 
Western Grebe, Common Merganser, 
Bufflenead, and Belted Kingfisher. 
Occasional species include Red- 
throated Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, 
and Gadwall. 


SSO 


sponsor: Confederated Tribes of 
siletz Indians 


04. Siletz Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge 

From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, drive 
S to MP 121, turn E (L) on Immonen 
Rd, then 0.6 mi to Millport Slough 


PHOTO BY: JOHN WILLIAMS 
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ieghiad Murrelet 


Ra. Turn L, and go 0.8 mi to bridge, 
turnaround. 

Use pullouts along the road to view 
this Important Bird Area and Wild- 
life Refuge for a variety of ducks, 
Belted Kingfisher, Great Blue Heron, 
Cliff Swallow, Northern Harrier, Bald 
Eagle, Osprey, and Red-tailed Hawk. 
Listen for Savannah Sparrow, Marsh 
Wren, Cedar Waxwing, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Brown Creeper, Pacific-slope 
and Olive-sided Flycatcher. 


SOHGS 


59. Salishan Nature Trails 
From Hwy 107 in Lincoln City, go S 
to MP 122.3 (Salishan Marketplace), 
turn R, and park. Walk to trailhead 
to NW that starts behind shops. To 
continue birding walk under the Hwy 
101 underpass, to trailhead near the 
golf tee-off. 


Tufted Puffin 


SS = a ——— 


The levee trail leads to beach ac- 
cess; along the way are expansive 
views of Siletz Bay, Salishan Spit, 
and a sandy beach. Visit at mid-tide 
from fall to spring for the most water 
birds, though Great Blue Heron, Great 
Egret, Western Gull, and Caspian Tern 
are regular in summer. Marsh Wren 
frequent the marsh grasses. Water- 
fowl include Red-breasted Mergan- 
ser, American and Eurasian Wigeon, 
Northern Pintail, and Bufflehead. In 
migration, scan shores at high tide 
for yellowlegs, Whimbrel, Long-billed 
Curlew, Long-billed Dowitcher, Dun- 
lin, Western and Least Sandpiper, and 
sanderling. The east trail leads you 
through mixed coniferous forest, past 
a small creek, and around a pond 
where Pileated Woodpecker, White- 
crowned Sparrow, Cedar Waxwing, 
Western Tanager, Winter Wren, and 
Wilson’s warbler are common. 


OOSONE 


Sponsor: Oregon Coast Magazine 
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06. Fogarty Creek 


State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Depoe Bay, drive N 
2 mi to park entrance on E side. 
Where the creek and ocean meet, 
you'll find ingredients for relaxing 
birding. Walk the paved trail and cross 
the wooden footbridge that arches 
through Sitka spruce, (shorepine,) 
and alder forest to a small beach with 
rocky intertidal habitat. Watch for mi- 
grant warblers in the spring including 
Yellow-rumped, Wilson’s, Townsend’s, 
Yellow, and Hermit. Year-round spe- 
cles include Winter Wren, Song 
sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Spotted 
Towhee, and Hairy Woodpecker. 


OOSSOk8 


sponsor: Chinook Winds Casino 
Resort 





Heermann's Gulls 


0/. Boiler Bay State 


Scenic Viewpoint 

From Hwy 107 in Depoe Bay, go N 
to parking lot at Boiler Bay on W side 
of Hwy. 

A rugged, basalt-rimmed bay creates 
a great spot to watch wild surf action 
and California gray whale migration 
in December and March. This is the 
premier sea-watch site on the coast. 
A spotting scope and experience are 
helpful in identifying distant seabirds. 
June-August bring Brown Pelican, 
sooty Shearwater, Heermann’s Gull, 
Common Murre, Pigeon Guillemot, 
Marbled Murrelet, Rhinoceros Auklet, 
and Black Oystercatcher, and irreg- 
ularly Sabine’s Gull, Cassin’s Auklet, 
and Tufted Puffin. September-Novem- 
ber regular species include Sooty and 
Pink-footed Shearwater, Black-legged 
Kittiwake, Marbled and Ancient Mur- 
relet, and Rhinoceros Auklet; less 
frequent are Northern Fulmar, Buller’s 


BY: KEVINSMITHNATUREPHOTOS.COM 


and Short-tailed Shearwaters, and 
jaegers. December-February, notable 
species are Short-tailed Shearwater, 
and Black-legged Kittiwake. North- 
ern Fulmar, Harlequin Duck, Rock 
Sandpiper, Pomarine and Parasitic 
Jaegers are occasional. April-May, 
species of special note include loons, 
Black-legged Kittiwake, Rhinoceros 
Auklet, and Marbled Murrelet. 


SO 


sponsor: Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists 


08. Depoe Bay Seawall and 


Whale Watching Center 

Use public parking on W side of Hwy 
101 in Depoe Bay. 

The “World’s Smallest Harbor”, open 
ocean, and rocky intertidal habitat 
provide excellent views of Surfbird, 
Black and Ruddy Turnstone, and oc- 
casionally Rock Sandpiper in winter, 
Black Oystercatcher, Pelagic Cor- 
morant, and Pigeon Guillemot year- 
round. Get splashed with sea spray 
while you watch resident gray whales 
from the seawall and visit the State 
Park’s Whale Watching Center. 


S08 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


09. Rocky Creek State 


Scenic Viewpoint 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, drive N 
10 mi and turn W (L) into parking lot. 
This small oceanfront park is nestled 
on a forested bluff overlooking sandy 
beach and rocky shores. It is an of- 
ficial “Whale Watching Spoken Here” 
site and a great point for watching 
seabirds like Common Murre, Pi- 
geon Guillemot, Common and Pacific 
Loon, Surf and White-winged Scoter, 
Western and Horned Grebe, and 
Black Oystercatcher. 


SO 


sponsor: Lincoln County 


60. Cape Foulweather 

and Otter Crest Loop 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, go N 9.2 
mi and turn W (L) onto Otter Crest 
Loop Rd; proceed using pullouts on 
W side of road to scan surf and cliffs. 
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After about 2 mi at four-way stop, 
proceed uphill to the parking lot on R. 
The prelude of views from the pull- 
outs only hints at the expansive vista 
of open ocean and rocky cliffs that 
await visitors as they stand 500 feet 
above sea level at the Cape. Keep 
watch for migrating and resident gray 
whale, and playful harbor seals year- 
round. In summer, look for passing 
Brown Pelican, Caspian Tern, and fly- 
ing strings of Common Murre to see 
what they look like from nearly above 
— a perspective not available at most 
sites. The cliff edges host nesting 
Pelagic Cormorants, and produce 
updrafts where Bald Eagle, Peregrine 
Falcon, and Red-tailed Hawk soar, 
joined in winter by American Kestrel. 


SO 


sponsor: Lincoln County 


61. Devil's Punch Bowl 


State Natural Area 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, drive 8 mi 
N and take (W) L exit for Otter Rock, 
proceed to 1* St, turn WL), and go .5 
mi to parking lot at end. 

Surfers and storm watchers frequent 
this unique geological site where the 
mighty Pacific slams with a thunder- 
ing roar into a hollow rock formation 
shaped like a punch bowl. Popular 
with tidepoolers, whale watchers, and 
amateur geologists, the area attracts 
Brown Pelican, Common Murre, Pi- 
geon Guillemot, Heermann’s Gull, 
and Black Oystercatcher in summer. 
Marbled Murrelet, Rhinoceros and 
Cassin’s Auklet, and Pacific Loon are 
occasional. In winter, Harlequin Duck 





Fork-tailed Storm-petrel 


are in the nearby surf and Black Oys- 
tercatchers may flock at high tide on 
the rocks. Black Turnstone and Surf- 
bird are common, and Rock Sandpip- 
er are occasional. 


JS0H 


sponsor: Lincoln County 


62. Beverly Beach 


State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, drive 7 mi 
N and turn E into park. 

This is a popular park with full ame- 
nities. It offers a convenient walkway 
that leads visitors to a long expanse 
of sandy beach extending from Ya- 
quina Head to Otter Rock. Within the 
park is a coastal forest with giant, 
wind-sculpted trees and nurse logs 
strung along pebbly Spencer Creek. 
On the beach, look for Western and 
Heermann’s Gull, Common Loon, 
and Brown Pelican flying by, and 
flocks of Sanderling, Whimbrel, and 
Western Sandpiper during migration. 
In the park and campground, expect 
to see Pileated Woodpecker, Band- 
tailed Pigeon, Swainson’s Thrush, 
Pacific-slope Flycatchers, Brown 
Creepers, Cedar Waxwing, Dark- 
eyed Junco, White-crowned Spar- 
row, Northern Flycker and Wilson’s 
Warbler. 


OnDMS0OH 
sponsor: Bureau of Land 
Management 


63. Yaquina Head 


Outstanding Natural Area 
From Hwy 107 in Newport, drive N 
leaving town to Lighthouse Dr, turn 
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Common Murre 


W (L), follow to parking lot by Light- 
house. 

Multiple activities make this natural 
area and Globally Important Bird 
Area a must see destination. There is 
a historic lighthouse, an interpretive 
center, hiking trails, disabled acces- 
sible tidepools, and wildlife viewing 
decks. Gray whales and harbor seals 
are seen year-round, and one of the 
largest Common Murre colonies on 
the coast is easily viewed. Other 
summer birds include Bald Eagle, 
Black Oystercatcher, Brandt’s and 
Pelagic Cormorant, Western Gull, 
Brown Pelican, and Pigeon Guille- 
mot. December-February common 
birds include Red-necked and West- 
ern Grebe, Common Loon, and Per- 
egrine Falcon, and Marbled Murrelet 
are occasional. 


ONBSONE 
sponsor: Bureau of Land 
Management 


64. Sally's Bend 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, go E 
on Hwy 20, turn R (S) on SE Moore 
Dr, go to end, turn L (E) on SE Bay 
Blvd/Yaquina Bay Rd, turn R at large 
white “1702 Yaquina Bay Rd” sign, 
Stoo at pullouts while approaching 
large green liquefied natural gas 
tank. Please do not park near gates 
or walk around the gate for security 
reasons. After scanning the water 
here, return to Yaquina Bay Rad, turn 
R (E), and drive around bend to pull- 


out on R after yellow “S-Curves/35 
MPH” sign. 

Walk west of the road to view ter- 
restrial birds like Western Meadow- 
lark, Northern Shrike, Killdeer, and 
Wilson’s Snipe, American Pipit and 
Western Kingbird in spring. At low 
tide a Bald Eagle is reliable on the pil- 
ing near the middle of the Bend. 

Fall to spring are good for waterbirds 
like American Wigeon, Canvasback, 
Common Goldeneye, Ruddy Duck, 
Redheads, Surf and White-winged 
scoters, and Red-breasted Mergan- 
ser. Red-necked and Eared Grebes 
are seen over deep water. From 
October-November, this is the only 
Yaquina Bay site where Red-breast- 
ed, Common and Hooded Merganser, 
and all six species of grebes occur- 
ring in Oregon may be seen. At winter 
low tides, Black Brant may graze on 
the exposed eelgrass beds. 


rol 


sponsor: Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists 


65. Yaquina Bay Road 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, go E on 
Hwy 20, turn R (S) on SE Moore Dr, 
go to end, turn L (E) on SE Bay Blvd/ 
Yaquina Bay Rd. Drive 12 mi to end. 
Good stops are at Mileposts: 4, 5.1, 
OL,1:1 A100, 92 

Designated a scenic drive, birding 
is very good along the entire length 
of Yaquina Bay Road and best from 
fall to spring. Stop at pullouts along 
the way to view loons, grebes, ducks, 
and gulls. The small bridge just be- 
fore MP 6.7 is a good place to search 
for perched gulls, Great Blue Heron, 
Great Egret, and Green Heron or 
snowy Egret. In winter, Dunlin, West- 
ern and Least Sandpiper, and Black 
Turnstones may roost on wood rafts 
at high tide. The abandoned Fowler’s 
Oyster site has pilings with nest boxes 
favored by western Purple Martins. At 
MP 8.8 and 9.2, walk the roadside to 
view the open valleys for White-tailed 
Kite, Northern Harrier, and Red-tailed 
Hawk. Mourning Dove is occasional 
in spring. Tide gates block passage 
of saltwater into each slough; on the 
freshwater side watch for Pied-billed 
Grebe, Wood Duck, Green-winged 
Teal, Northern Pintail, Hooded Mer- 
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ganser, Ring-necked Duck, and rare- 
ly, Redhead. On the saltwater side in 
winter are Common Loon, Horned 
and Western Grebe, Double-crested 
Cormorant, Surf Scoter, and Western, 
Glaucous-winged, and Mew Gulls. 
summer brings California Gull and 
Caspian Tern. 


SOHGS 


sponsor: Lincoln County 


66. Depot Slough 


Interpretive Trail 

From Hwy 101, take Hwy 20 E to 
Toledo, turn S (R) on Bus 20, follow 
through town, turn R on Main St, 
merge onto Butler Bridge Rd, go .2 
mi, and turn R into parking lot. 
Owned by the Port of Toledo, this trail 
is a good vantage point to scan Depot 
Slough for Bufflehead, Western and 
Pied-billed Grebe, Common Mergan- 
ser, and Great Blue Heron. Access 
the .25 mile trail at the far end of the 
parking lot to walk along the slough 
and the open field. Spotted Sand- 
piper is seen from fall-spring on the 
rocks along the slough and the field 
has Western Meadowlark in winter. 
The trail ends at an elevated viewing 
deck that is adjacent to an active Os- 
prey nesting platform. 


}—10)] 8 


sponsor: Toledo Chamber of 
Commerce 
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67. Toledo Public Boat Launch 
From Hwy 101, take Hwy 20 E to 
Toledo, turn S (R) on Bus 20 and 
follow through town, turn R on Main 
St, merge onto Butler Bridge Red, 
drive 1.2 mi (pass paper mill), at a 
V-intersection go R on S. Bay Rd for 
.45 mi, turn R into Port of Toledo Boat 
Launch. 

Walk along the small wetland areas 
on the far side of the parking lot and 
watch for Marsh Wren, Green Heron, 
Black Phoebe and Song Sparrow. 
Great Egret and Great Blue Heron are 
reliable in the shallow areas along 
the bank. Fall-early spring Spot- 
ted Sandpiper, Western and Horned 
Grebe, all three cormorants, and Bald 
Eagle are common. Least Sandpip- 
er roost at high tide from fall-spring 
on the downed wood floating by the 
boat launch. Continue driving down 
south. Bay Rd and scan the mudflats 
for Greater Yellowlegs. 


OS00 


sponsor: Toledo Chamber of 
Commerce 


68. Yaquina Bay State Park 
From Hwy 101 S in Newport, turn 
W (R) just before the Yaquina Bay 
Bridge; follow to SW corner parking 
lot. 

A historic lighthouse and viewing 
deck overlook the bay and ocean. 
A spotting scope is helpful to view 
birds in the channel. Summer brings 
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Brown Pelican, Pelagic Cormorant, 
Common Murre, and Pigeon Guil- 
lemot. In winter, vagrants include 
Yellow-billed Loon and Long-tailed 
Duck, and in the shorepine and twin- 
berry along the road and trails to the 
beach are Townsend’s Warbler and 
Hermit Thrush. Summer birds include 
Swainson’s Thrush, swallows, and 
flycatchers. Elusive Wrentits may be 
found throughout the year. 


OOS0h8 


sponsor: City of Newport 


69. South Jetty Yaquina Bay 

From Hwy 101 S in Newport, take the 
first exit to W (R) after crossing the 
Yaquina Bay Bridge; follow 0.2 mi, 
turn L (W) on to 26th SVSouth Jetty. 
Where the Yaquina River meets the 
Pacific Ocean, sandy shores, an 
extensive rock jetty, and adjacent 
coastal sand dunes create an easy 
birding experience with a variety 
of species. At the first pullout on 
the right where a finger of rocks 
jut into the bay, watch for Common 
and Pacific Loon and occasionally 
Yellow-billed Loon. Harlequin Duck 
perch on the rocks at low tide and 
harbor seal haulout on the far end. 
February-March, herring may spawn 
in the eelgrass beds, which attracts 
thousands of scoters and gulls. Pairs 
of young Common Murre with their 
attendant fathers are seen and heard 
calling to each other in the channel 
July-August. In winter, look for Snow 
Bunting and longspur in the short 
grass farther along the jetty, also 
White-tailed Kite, Northern Harrier, 
and during irruption years Snowy Owl 
in the dunes south of the jetty. At the 
largest pullover on the right, where a 
“gull puddle” forms in the rainy sea- 
son, you can sort through the resting 
gulls, looking for Glaucous, Herring, 
and Thayer’s among the Western and 
Glaucous-winged Gulls and hybrids. 





Western Gull 
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scan the rocky waterline for Black 
Turnstone and Surfbird, occasionally 
with Rock Sandpiper. At the “jaws” 
of the jetty, pelagic birds like Black- 
legged Kittiwakes can be spotted. 


OS0H8 


sponsor: Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists 


70. Port of Newport/ 

Public Fishing Pier 

From Hwy 101 S in Newport, take the 
first exit to W (R) after crossing the 
Yaquina Bay Bridge, follow around, 
cross under bridge, turn L into Rogue 
Brewery, and park at W end. Walk to 
Fishing/Crabbing Pier. 

Try your luck at fishing or crabbing 
on this busy pier while you watch the 
birds come and go. The pier is unique 
for Yaquina Bay as it allows birders 
to be surrounded by water and the 
environment of seabirds without 
getting seasick on a boat. In winter, 
watch the channel for a Long-tailed 
Duck or a Yellow-billed Loon. In sum- 
mer, Western Gull, Pigeon Guillemot, 
and Pelagic Cormorant nest on the 
bridge. All three species of cormo- 
rants roost on pilings by the bridge, 
allowing study of their differences. 


DS0OH& 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Aquarium 


71. Perpetua Bank — 

Pelagic Site 

40 Nautical mi WSW of Newport or 
32 Nautical mi W of Yachats (44° 
19.2’ N, 124° 52.2’ W). Reachable 
only by ocean-going boat. 

This zone of relatively shallow water 
on the open ocean attracts pelag- 
ic birds that are rarely seen from 
land. Best visited April to Septem- 
ber for Black-footed, and Laysan 
Albatross, Northern Fulmar, Sooty, 
Buller’s, Pink-footed and Flesh-foot- 
ed Shearwater, as well as Fork-tailed 
storm-Petrel. Sometimes possible 
to visit by joining a chartered fishing 
cruise. For a schedule of profession- 
ally guided pelagic birding trips visit 
http://thebirdguide.com/pelagics. 


sponsor: U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 








Surtbird 


72. Oregon Coast Aquarium 
From Hwy 107 in Newport, go S over 
Yaquina Bay Bridge and follow signs 
to the Aquarium. Admission Fee. 

The Aquarium is a destination not to 
be missed on the Oregon Coast. In- 
side a large open-air seabird aviary 
gives visitors close-up views of Tuft- 
ed Puffin, Pigeon Guillemot, Common 
Murre, Black Oystercatcher, and Rhi- 
noceros Auklet. A new outdoor exhib- 
it features Semipalmated Plover and 
the endangered Western Snowy Plo- 
ver. An interpretive nature trail lined 
with meticulously landscaped native 
flora overlooks the Yaquina Bay estu- 
ary providing views of Green Heron, 
Great Blue Heron, Killdeer, and Purple 
Martin in summer. 


OOSSO8H 


sponsor: Oregon Coast 
Aquarium 


73. Oregon State University 
Hatfield Marine Science 


Center Nature Trail 

From Hwy 101 S in Newport, take the 
first exit to W (R) after crossing the 
Yaquina Bay Bridge, drive on SE OSU 
Dr following signs for Center. Park at 
E side of visitor center. 

All year the 1-mile trail bordering 
Yaquina Bay is popular with local 
birders. In winter, check bushes 
and pines for Palm Warbler and the 
fields for Savannah Sparrow. Fall 
brings Western Meadowlark. These 
grounds are well known for vagrants 


— 


during migration like Sage Thrasher, 
Mountain Bluebird, and Say’s Phoe- 
be. On the mudflats in fall, waterfowl 
are abundant and Brant winter. Peak 
shorebird migration is late April, 
expect Dunlin, Western and Least 
Sandpiper, Semipalmated — Plover, 
Whimbrel, and Long-billed Curlew. 
Caspian Tern and sometimes Elegant 
Tern are present in summer. Com- 
mon birds of prey are Turkey Vulture, 
Bald Eagle, White-tailed Kite, Pere- 
grine Falcon, and Merlin. The Visitor 
Center has a rocky intertidal touch 
tank, interpretative displays, and a 
nature-oriented bookstore. 


OOS0OH8 


sponsor: Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists 


74. Mike Miller 


Educational Trail 

From Hwy 107 S in Newport, cross 
the Yaquina Bay Bridge and drive 1.2 
mi to turn E (L) onto SE 50" St (MP 
144), follow 0.2 mi to trailhead. 

A one-mile hilly loop trail meanders 
through coniferous forest, freshwater 
wetlands and native shrubs. In spring, 
Wood Ducks, Hooded Mergansers, 
and Wilson’s Snipe use the wetlands. 
Osprey have nested on top of a snag 
for several years. Pileated Wood- 
pecker visit, Red-breasted Sapsucker 
and Downy Woodpecker have nested 
in snags. Other birds along the trail 
include Sharp-shinned Hawk, Brown 
Creeper, Wrentit, Western Tanager, 
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Black-headed Grosbeak, Hutton’s 
and Cassin’s Vireo, Great Horned 
Owl, Olive-sided Flycatcher, West- 
ern Wood-Pewee, Bushtit, Northern 
Pygmy-Owl, Purple Finch, Spotted 
Towhee, Red Crossbill, Northern 
Flicker, Townsend's, Wilson’s, and 
Orange-crowned Warbler, and Her- 
mit, Varied, and Swainson’s Thrush. 


}—10] 8 


sponsor: City of Newport 


75. Ona Beach/Brian Booth 


State Park 

From Hwy. 107 in Newport, drive S & 
mi to MP 148.9. Turn W (R) into State 
Park to access the west side of the 
park, or to explore the inland side, 
turn E (L) on North Beaver Creek Rd 
and take immediate R into parking 
area. 

While approaching the Park, search 
the tall trees and power lines for Bald 
Eagle and Red-shouldered Hawk. On 
the west side, Beaver Creek empties 
into the Pacific Ocean and is flanked 
by Sitka spruce and shore pine park- 
land and coastal brackish marsh. Ter- 
restrial birds abound in native shrub. 
Residents include Steller’s Jay, 
American Crow, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, Pacific and Bewick’s 
Wren, Hairy Woodpecker and Brown 
Creeper. Winter birds include Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglet, Varied and Her- 
mit Thrush, and Townsend’s Warbler. 
In summer watch for Violet-green 
Swallow, Swainson’s Thrush, Hermit 
and Wilson’s Warbler, Cedar Wax- 
wing, and Purple Finch. Cross the 
footbridge to the ocean to see gulls, 
Caspian Tern, migrating shorebirds, 
and Brown Pelican at the mouth of 
Beaver Creek. The east side of the 
park is coastal freshwater marsh 
which experiences muted tidal in- 
fluence, surrounded by mature Sitka 
spruce and western hemlock forest. 
The best experience for this is via 
canoe or kayak. Use the boat launch 
from the parking lot on the east side 
of Highway 101 and watch for Pied- 
billed Grebe, Green Heron, and Belt- 
ed Kingfisher in summer. Spotted 
Sandpipers walk the river’s edge in 
spring and Virginia Rail skulk in the 
dense vegetation. Fall and Win- 


ter can bring Great Egret, Common 
Goldeneye, Northern Pintail, Buffle- 
head, Greater Scaup, Surf and White- 
winged Scoter, Hooded Merganser, 
and Red-breasted Merganser. River 
otter, nutria, and beaver are common. 


OHOS0n 


sponsor: Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists 


76. Happ Memorial 


Wetland and Lyon's Pond 

From Hwy 107 in Newport, drive S 
8 mi and turn E (L) on North Beaver 
Creek Rad; drive 0.2 mi to pullout to 
view Lyon’s Pond. Continue E 0.4 mi 
to pullout and view bulrush marsh. 
Continue E to a row of alders on R 
and park in pullout. 

Best viewed by car, the /8-acre 
freshwater marsh protected by The 
Wetlands Conservancy is a quick 
stop for Belted Kingfisher, Red- 
winged Blackbird, Virginia Rail, Kill- 
deer, Marsh Wren, Red-tailed and 
sharp-shinned Hawk year-round. 
Fall-spring expect Northern Pintail, 
Green-winged Teal, and Wilson’s 
snipe; occasionally Merlin and White- 
tailed Kite are seen. Spring migrants 
include Cinnamon Teal, Greater 


Yellowlegs, Spotted Sandpiper, and 
Purple Martin. Common summer res- 
idents are Wood Duck, Band-tailed 
Pigeon, and Northern Rough-winged, 
Tree, Violet-green, and Barn Swallow. 


SOHG 


sponsor: Audubon Society of 
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77. Beaver Creek State 


Natural Area 

From Hwy 1017 in Newport, drive S 8 
mi to MP 148.9. Turn E (L) on North 
Beaver Creek Rd, follow 1.2 mi to in- 
terpretive center. 

Bring boots or a boat to Beaver Creek 
to bird the trails or paddle the marsh. 
Five miles of hiking trails wind through 
seasonal wetlands, grasslands and 
coniferous and deciduous forest. 
Year round you can see or hear Pine 
siskin, Red Crossbill, Wrentit, Virginia 
Rail, Ruffed Grouse and Marsh Wren. 
In summer birds include Olive-sid- 
ed and Pacific-slope Flycatcher, 
Band-tailed Pigeon, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, swallows, Warbling Vir- 
eo, Western-wood Peewee, Rufous 
Hummingbird and Western Tanager. 
In fall and winter Fox Sparrow, Her- 
mit Thrush, Townsend’s Warbler and 
a wide variety of ducks can be seen. 


OOS0n 


78. Drift Creek Wilderness 
From Hwy 1017 in Newport, drive S 8 
mi, turn E (L) on N. Beaver Creek Ra; 
go 1 mi to a fork, veer L, and go 2.7 
mi to T-shaped junction, turn R on N. 
Elkhorn RAYUSFS Road 51, drive cau- 
tiously along rd with blind corners 5.6 
mi to a T-junction, turn L onto paved 
USFS 50 for 1.4 mi, then fork R on 
graveled USFS 5087 for 3.8 mi to 
trailhead. 

An ancient forest and true wilderness 
experience with high canopy birds 
awaits you in these Forest Service 
lands. The trail is difficult hiking but 
worth it as you ramble past wild 
coastal streams, moss-covered ma- 
ples and giant Sitka spruce. Spring 
and summer bring Marbled Murrelet 
calls at dawn, Northern Pygmy, Spot- 
ted and Barred Owl, Vaux’s Swift, Pi- 
leated and Hairy Woodpecker, Ham- 
mond’s and Pacific-Slope Flycatcher, 
Gray Jay, American Dipper, Brown 
Creeper, Western Tanager, Common 
Raven, and Varied and Swainson’s 
Thrush. Ruffed Grouse and Red 
Crossbill are occasional. Along with 
Douglas’ squirrel, Townsend's chip- 


munk, and Roosevelt elk, moun- 
tain lions are seen and precautions 
should be taken. 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


79. Seal Rocks 

From Hwy 107 in Seal Rock at MP 
150.9, turn W into parking lot for 
Seal Rock State Park. After birding 
the park, return to Hwy 1017 S to stop 
at pullouts within 0.2 mi, with views 
of the rocks and surf. 

An abundance of wildlife can be seen 
from this small but scenic State Park 
Wayside with a high density of off- 
shore rocks and islands. The viewing 
deck at the north end of the park 
has a good view of crashing waves 
and offshore seabirds. Follow the 
trail through dense shorepine for- 
est and salal to an ADA-accessible 
viewing deck at the park’s south 
end. Brandt's and Pelagic Cormorant 
nest on the columnar basalt cliffs of 
Elephant Rock, which is crowned by 
nesting Western Gull. Pigeon Guille- 
mot nest in cliff burrows under the 
highway and can often be seen on 
the water. Scan the waves fall-spring 
for Harlequin Duck, Black Scoter, 
loons and grebes. Seal Rock is a 
Stopover for hundreds of Surfbirds 
in late July, with smaller flocks stay- 
ing to winter on the rocks along with 
Black Turnstone, and occasionally 
Rock Sandpiper. Wandering Tattler 
and Ruddy Turnstone occur in migra- 
tion. The beach is best explored at 
low tide when tidepools are exposed: 
beach access is via a moderately 
steep trail from the south-viewing 
platform. 


OOS0E 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


$0. North Alsea Bay 

From Hwy 101, drive S towards 
Waldport to MP 155, turn E (L) on N 
Bayview Rad, drive 1.0 mi to the first, 
small pullout by Alsea Bay just past a 
corner guardrail. 





This quick pullout is unique as an es- 
tuarine birding site, as you view the 
birds from 80 feet above. This gives 
a different perspective of diving birds 
such as loons, grebes, cormorants, 
and scoters, surface-feeding ducks 
such as Mallards and wigeon during 
fall and winter. Continue along Bay- 
view Rd to a pullout less than 0.1 
east of the intersection with South 
Beaver Creek Rd to view Alsea Bay 
on the south and Bayview Pasture 
on the north. In winter, Bayview Pas- 
ture is often used by shorebirds at 
high tide and by Canada Goose and 
American and Eurasian Wigeon with 
occasional White-fronted Goose. 


SOHG 


sponsor: Lincoln County 


81. Alsea Bridge 


North Wayside 

From Hwy 101, drive S towards 
Waldport, turn W (R) at MP 155.5 on 
Minor Park Ra, drive 0.5 mi to park- 
ing lot. 

Walk to viewing area and scan the 
bay for harbor seals hauled out at 
low tide on sand spit in the middle 
of the bay. Also visible are Pigeon 
Guillemots and Common Murres 
in summer, Pelagic Cormorant and 
Western Gull year round, and in win- 


WEB Nelson State 
Recreation Site 


ter Common Loons, Western Grebes, 
and scoters. Cormorants and gulls 
nest under the bridge. 


SOHG 


sponsor: Audubon Society of 
Portland 


$2. Port of Alsea 

From Hwy, 107 in Waldport, take Hwy 
34 E, turn N (L) on NE Broadway, turn 
Fon Port Ave, proceed to parking. 
The Port of Alsea has built an ele- 
vated viewing deck and interpretive 
panel showcasing the Alsea Bay 
Important Bird Area. Walk along the 
parking area to view the Bay east of 
the bridge in summer for Caspian 
Tern, Osprey, and Brown Pelican. 
Throughout the year Bald Eagle is 
possible as are gulls. The area is most 
productive fall-spring with Common 
Loon, Western Grebe, Red-necked 
Grebe, Horned Grebe, Canvasback, 





White Crowned Sparrow 
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bea " 
Tree Swallow 


Common Goldeneye, and Surf Scoter 
and occasional Red-throated Loon 
and Black Scoter. Winter vagrants in- 
clude Yellow-billed Loon, Long-tailed 
Duck, and Barrow’s Goldeneye. A 
boat launch is available as are sever- 
al docks for crabbing or fishing. 


SOHNE 


sponsor: Lincoln County 


$3. Eckman Lake and Slough 

From Hwy 1017 in Waldport, drive E 
on Hwy 34 for 2.3 mi, turn S (R) into 
W. B. Nelson State Recreation Site. 
After scanning lake, return to Hwy 
34, turn E (A), drive 0.3 mi, turn S 


Swainson's Thrush 
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(R) onto Eckman Creek Ra, drive S 
0.5 mi (pulling over where appropri- 
ate), and turn W (R) on East Lakeside 
Drive, pullover at S end of Eckman 
Lake, scan for birds then turn around 
and return to intersection of Eckman 
Creek Road and Hwy 34, turn W (L), 
pullover 0.2 mi at Eckman Slough 
between lake and Alsea Bay. 

This little gem offers great pullouts 
on a quiet road encircling the lake 
and slough to view several distinct 
habitats: freshwater lake, wetland, 
and estuarine mudflats. The lake 
has open water and cattail marsh 
attracting abundant waterfowl and 
marsh birds such as Virginia Rail. 
Fall-spring, watch for Bufflehead, 
Ring-necked Duck, Green-winged 
Teal, Pied-billed Grebe, Western 
Grebe, Common Loon, Wilson’s 
snipe, and Red Phalarope. Cinna- 
mon Teal, Greater Yellowlegs and 
dowitchers visit in migration. In sum- 
mer, the lake has Double-crested 
Cormorant, Wood Duck, and Osprey 
and occasional Pied-billed Grebe. 
Eckman Slough hosts waterfowl and 
shorebirds at low tide during the fall 
through spring. 


OS0Hgo 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 
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$4. William P. Keady Wayside 
From Hwy 101 in Waldport, drive S 
to just before the Hwy skirts the Bay, 
turn sharply N (R) onto SW Maple 
Street, and park. 

The City of Waldport’s gazebo and 
deck allow a good view of the Alsea 
Bay mouth. Bald Eagle, Western 
Gull, Glaucous-winged Gull, and 
Pelagic Cormorant are year-round. 
Fall-spring, scan for Common 
Loon, Horned Grebe, Surf Scoter, 
White-winged Scoter, Red-breasted 
Merganser, and occasional Pacific 
Loon. Summer brings Brown Pelican, 
Heermann’s Gull, Caspian Tern, Pi- 
geon Guillemot, and Common Murre. 
Winter vagrants include Yellow-billed 
Loon and Long-tailed Duck. A sum- 
mer rarity is Elegant Tern. Harbor 
seals haulout on the North Spit and 
the sandbar near the bridge. 


DSOH& 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


85. Smelt Sands State 


Recreation Site 

Drive S on Hwy 107 in N Yachats, 
turn W (R) onto Lemwick Ln at MP 
163.5, follow signs to park. 

An excellent whale watching and 
photography viewpoint. A yearly surf 
smelt run through rocky intertidal 
habitat onto a beach of coarse black 
sand has declined in recent years. 
Hike the 0.75 mile historic 804 Trail. 
Throughout the year look for Black 
Oystercatcher, Western Gull, and 
Glaucous-winged Gull. Fall-spring, 
scan for Brandt’s and Pelagic Cormo- 
rant, Surf and White-winged Scoter, 
Black Turnstone, Surfbird, and oc- 
casionally Harlequin Duck and Black 
scoter. In summer, watch for passing 
Brown Pelican. A spotting scope may 
reveal distant seabirds like Northern 
Fulmar, shearwaters, and jaegers. 


QOSOr 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


$6. Yachats State 

Recreation Area 

From Hwy 107 S in Yachats, turn W 
(R) onto 2nd St, drive to Oceanview 
Dr, turn S (L), and park. 






Smelt Sands 
State Recreation 
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Watch large ocean waves diminish as 
they enter Yachats Bay. On the ocean 
side, Western and Glaucous-winged 
Gull, and Pelagic Cormorant are res- 
ident. Fall-spring, search for Surf, 
White-winged, and Black Scoter, and 
occasionally Black-legged Kittiwake. 
Summer birds include Brown Pelican, 
Heermann’s Gull, Common Murre, 
Pigeon Guillemot, Marbled Murrelet, 
Rhinoceros Auklet, and vagrant An- 
cient Murrelet. Birds in the bay fall- 
spring are American Wigeon and Her- 
ring, Thayer's, California, and Mew 
Gull. Watch for passing gray whales 
in December and again in March. 


S08 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


87. Yachats Ocean Road 


State Natural Site 

From Hwy 101 S in Yachats, W (R) 
onto Yachats Ocean Rd, use pullouts 
along the half-mile loop. 

On the rocks, look for Black Oyster- 
catcher year-around and wintering 
Black Turnstone and Surfbird. Fall- 
spring waterbirds include Pacific 
Loon, Common Loon, Surf, Black, 
and White-winged Scoter, and oc- 
casionally Red-throated Loon and 
Black-legged Kittiwake. Summer 
birds are Brown Pelican, Heermann’s 
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Rufous Hummingbird 


Gull, Common Murre, Pigeon Guille- 
mot, Rhinoceros Auklet and Marbled 
Murrelet. Vagrants include Ancient 
Murrelet. This is a good area for sea- 
watching of pelagic seabirds with a 
spotting scope in the morning. Loon 
migration is visible in spring and fall, 
and Sooty Shearwaters are common 
during summer. This site also has 
access to sandy beaches of Yachats 
Bay. 


SO 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


88. Cape Perpetua 


Scenic Area 

From Hwy 107 in Yachats, drive S 2.5 
mi, turn E (L) into Cape Perpetua Vis- 
itor Center. 

A suite of habitats and activities await 
birders along this stretch of rocky 
coastline and old-growth temperate 
rainforest. From the visitor center, 
plan a day filled with hiking, tidepool- 
ing, whale watching and excellent 
birding. In summer, start with pre- 
dawn stake outs at the Cape Creek 
campground (1 mile north of Visitor 
Center) for nesting Marbled Murrelet. 
Watch and listen for Hermit and Wil- 
son’s Warbler, Wrentit, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Gray Jay, Steller’s Jay, 
Rufous Hummingbird, Ruffed Grouse 
as you hike miles of trails through 
fog-shrouded forest. During low tide, 
investigate the intertidal marine gar- 
den for Black Oystercatcher, Western 
Gull, Harlequin Duck and cormorant. 


OnDSSOn 
sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


89. Heceta Head Lighthouse 


State Scenic Viewpoint 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive N 
13 mi to MP 178.9, and turn W into 
park. Proceed to parking lot and trail- 
head to lighthouse. 

Cape Creek meets the Pacific Ocean 
near the parking lot and attracts hun- 
dreds of Western Gull that bathe in 
the water. A short but rigorous hike to 
the historic lighthouse winds through 
a wind-sculpted Sitka spruce forest, 
rewarding you with close views of 
thousands of seabirds in spring and 
summer. Oregon Islands National 
Wildlife Refuge lies within binocu- 
lar range and provides habitat for 
Common Murre, Double-crested 
and Brandt’s Cormorant, Black Oys- 
tercatcher, and Pigeon Guillemot. 
On the hike to the lighthouse one 
might see Wrentit, Song and White- 
crowned Sparrow, Red Crossbill, 
Swainson’s Thrush, and Wilson’s and 
Orange-crowned Warbler. Watch the 
open sea for the occasional Short- 
tailed Shearwater, Black-legged Kit- 
tiwake, and Caspian Tern. 


OMe 
sponsor: Convention and Visitors 
Association of Lane County 


90. Sea Lion Caves 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive N 
11 mi to Sea Lion Caves. Address 
IS 91560 Hwy 107 North. Admission 
Fee required. 

Declared the “world’s largest sea 
cave’, thousands of years of in- 
tense ocean surge have carved out 
a deep cave that is now a sanctuary 
for Federally threatened Steller sea 
lion. Once in the cave, scan the rocky 
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cave wall to the east to see Pigeon 
Guillemot and Rhinoceros Auklet 
raising young. This is the only known 
site on the Pacific coast where Rhi- 
noceros Auklet is diurnal on their 
breeding grounds. From the outside 
viewing decks look for Double-crest- 
ed, Brandt's, and Pelagic Cormorant 
along with Western Gull nesting on 
the mainland cliff face. A quick ocean 
scan may turn up an occasional Tuft- 
ed Puffin. 


Os 


sponsor: Sea Lion Caves 


91. South Jetty 


Siuslaw River 

From Hwy 101 in Florence, cross 
Siuslaw River Bridge and drive .5 mi 
to S Jetty Ra, turn W (R), use pullouts 
to bird along this 6 mi stretch that 
ends at the South Jetty. 

The Siuslaw River empties into the 
Pacific and meets sandy beach, 
rocky intertidal jetties, low-tide sand 
flats, and a deflation plain surround- 
ed by willow thickets and seasonal 
freshwater. During migration, flocks 
of Black-bellied and Semipalmated 
Plover, American and Pacific Gold- 
en-Plover, yellowlegs, dowitchers, 
sanderling and Western, Least, 


Baird’s and occasionally Pectoral 
Sandpiper can be seen. Northern 
Harrier and White-tailed Kite hunt 
the perimeter. The water between the 





jetties attracts Surf Scoter, Common 
Loon, Western Grebe, and occasion- 
ally flocks of Sooty Shearwaters. 


OBSOHGS 


sponsor: Port of Siuslaw 


§2. PAWN Trail 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, take Hwy 
126 1 mi to Forest Rd #5070/N Fork 
Rad, turn L, go 12 mi, take L fork onto 
Forest Rd #5084/Upper N Fork Rad, 
veer R onto Forest Rd #653, cross 
river, and park at trailhead. 

Take a trip back in time on the PAWN 
trail, a short 1-mile loop through old- 
growth Sitka spruce and western 
hemlock forest dappled with big- 
leafed maples and protected as part 
of Siuslaw National Forest. Listen on 
early summer mornings for Marbled 
Murrelet returning from ocean fishing 
forays to nests in the forest canopy. 
The area also has nesting Wilson’s 
Warbler, Hairy Woodpecker, Win- 
ter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Swainson’s Thrush, Brown Creeper 
and Chestnut-backed Chickadee. 
PAWN is an acronym for the four 
families who were instrumental in es- 
tablishing a post office on the North 
Fork Siuslaw River above Minerva in 
the early 1900’s. 


i 
sponsor: U.S. Forest Service/ 
siuslaw National Forest 


PHOTO BY: RICHARD CRONBERG 





93. Sweet Creek Falls 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive E on 
Hwy 126 14 mi to Mapleton. Stay on 
Hwy 126 across bridge, then turn R 
on Sweet Creek Rad, drive 10 mi to 
trailhead. 

The moderately difficult trail is 3.5 
miles long, offering a scenic journey 
along Sweet Creek, where water 
cascades down numerous falls and 
sculpted bedrock; American Dip- 
per can be seen and Winter Wren 
heard. Birds to watch for in summer 
are Wilson’s Warbler, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Orange-crowned Warbler, 
Hairy Woodpecker, and Black-head- 
ed Grosbeak. Marbled Murrelet and 
Northern Spotted Owl breed in the 
forest. 


Ot 
sponsor: Florence Area 
Hospitality Association 


94. Cleawox Lake 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive S 
3 mi, and turn W (R) into Honeyman 
State Park. 

Nestled in the popular and busy Hon- 
eyman State Park, Cleawox Lake is 
a natural freshwater dune lake bor- 
dered by mature mixed forest and 
shrubs. The 87-acre lake allows bird- 
ers to see Common Loon, Great Blue 
Heron, Osprey, Belted Kingfisher, and 
occasionally Green Heron and Wood 
Duck. 


OnDMSSOr 
sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 





Violet-green Swallow 


95. Woahink Lake 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive S 
3 mi, tum E on Canary Rd, then R to 
enter Woahink Day Use Area. 
Managed as part of Honeyman State 
Park, this lake is flanked by dense 
shrubs, a beach and mature forest as 
well as private land. An endangered 
species of pitcher plant (Darlingtonia 
californica) grows in a bog within the 
park. Hike the trails around the lake 
to see Canada Goose, Osprey, Belted 
Kingfisher, Pied-billed Grebe, Greater 
scaup, and an abundance of forest 
songbirds. 


QADESOn 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


96. Siltcoos Lake 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive S 
/ mi to MP 198, and turn E (L) into 
parking lot. 

Hike up to three miles of trail rated 
moderately difficult, and view the 
lake where an abundance of Ore- 
gon’s coastal population of American 
Coot winter. Dabbling ducks can 
number in the thousands and include 
Mallard, Northern Pintail, and Green- 
winged Teal. 


OOSSOr 


sponsor: Convention and Visitors 
Association of Lane County 
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Pacific-slope Flycatcher 


97. Lagoon Trail 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive S 
/ mi, turn W (R) into Siltcoos Recre- 
ation area and Lagoon trailhead. 
Hike this short % mile loop trail that 
parallels an oxbow of the Siltcoos 
River. The trail winds through shore 
pine forest and has a viewing plat- 
form overlooking a marsh that har- 
bors American Bittern, Green Heron, 


Great Egret, Great Blue Heron, Sora, 
and Red-winged Blackbird. Beaver 
and nutria can be seen swimming. 


QANDESORH 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


98. Taylor Dunes Trail 

From Hwy 107 in Florence, drive S 
7.5 mi to MP 198.7 and turn W (R), 
and park. 

Part of Siuslaw National Forest, the 
trail makes a 1-mile loop with great 
vistas of Taylor Lake, mature coast- 
al forest, deflation plains, and active 
sand dunes. The trail connects with 
Carter Dunes Trail to culminate at 
a sandy beach. Turkey Vulture soar 
above the beach. In summer Osprey, 
Tree and Violet Green Swallow, and 
Cedar Waxwing are common. Dark- 
eyed Junco, Fox and White-crowned 
Sparrow, and Spotted Towhee are 
present fall-winter. 


QANDESORH 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 
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ugged and largely undeveloped, the south coast of Oregon lures birders to a 
Re where wildlife seldom encounters people. The highest density of off- 
shore rocks and islands, habitat for 1.2 million nesting seabirds and protected as 
part of the Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge, is seen along this stretch 
of the coast. The area identified as Americas Wild Rivers Coast begins in Port 
Orford and extends 101 miles south to Klamath, California. This is a place where 
eight of America’s most beautiful wild and scenic rivers tumble down through 
towering forests of Douglas-fir, Port Orford cedar, myrtlewood, and redwoods. 
As these rivers flow to the Pacific Ocean, they pass through quiet, historic water- 
front towns with picturesque working ports, vibrant art communities, and more 
parks per mile than anywhere in the country. The area is also home to the Siski- 
you National Forest, which boasts habitats ranging from active sand dunes and 
tidally influenced estuaries to wind-swept headlands and ancient forests. 


Don’ miss the South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve near Charles- 
ton with its 5,000 acres of saltwater marshes and mixed conifer forest that attract 
Band-tailed Pigeon and Wrentit. In April and August Bandon Marsh National 
Wildlife Refuge is a hotspot that attracts rare shorebirds in addition to providing 
a feeding and resting stopover for thousands of migrating Pacific Golden-Plo- 
ver, Dunlin and Whimbrel. A journey through the majestic old-growth trees of 
Humbug Mountain to hear Hermit Warbler and a scan of the open ocean for 
Red-throated Loon and White-winged Scoter from Cape Sebastian can be part 
of your memorable birding experience. 


99. Tahkenitch Dunes/ 


Threemile Lake Trails 

From Hwy 107 in Reedsport, drive 
N 8 mi to MP 204, turn W (L) into 
Tahkenitch Campground, and follow 
signs to trailhead. 

A moderately difficult 6.5-mile loop 
trail begins in mature coniferous for- 
est and meanders past Butterfly, El- 
bow, and Threemile Lakes on the way 
to the ocean. Tahkenitch is a Native 
American term for “many-armed”; 
which refers to the lake fingers. 
Watch for Rufous Hummingbird, Vio- 
let-green and Tree Swallow, Vaux’s 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Western Tan- 
ager, Varied Thrush, Brown Creeper, 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Wrentit, Red 
Crossbill, Swainson’s Thrush, and 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee. Along 
the beach look for Western Snowy 
Plover. 


OnDWsSoOn 
sponsor: US Forest Service, 
siuslaw National Forest 


100. Stowe Marsh/Smith 


River Road 

From Hwy 101 in Reedsport, drive N 
and turn E(R) on Smith River Rd. Use 
pullouts to view the mudflats and wet 
pastures. Continue driving 6 mi, turn 
R on South Smith River Rd, cross the 
river, and access Stowe Marsh. 
During low tide the mudflats harbor 
Greater Yellowlegs, Killdeer, Long- 
billed Dowitcher, and Great Blue 
Heron. In summer, Purple Martin use 
nest boxes on the old pilings. Stowe 
Marsh abounds with waterfowl fall- 
spring. Marsh Wren and Green Heron 
are also common. 


SOHe 
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101. Umpqua Discovery 


Center 

From Hwy 101 in Reedsport, take 
Hwy 38 E, turn L on 3rd St, then R on 
Water Ave, turn L on Riverfront Way, 
and proceed to parking lot on L. 

The Center provides an Oregon 
“Tidewater Community” experience 
for visitors of all ages. Interactive 
exhibits and programs illustrate how 
land, water, and people have shaped 
each other over time. Walk the 
boardwalk along the Umpqua River 
estuary to see Mallard, Belted King- 
fisher, Double-crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue Heron, Bald Eagle, Osprey 
and Western, Glaucous-winged and 
Ring-billed Gull. In winter look for 
Bufflehead, Common Loon, Surf Sco- 
ter, Greater Yellowlegs, and Western 
Sandpiper. 


DSSOH 


102. Dean Creek Elk Viewing 


Area 

From Hwy 101 in Reedsport, take 
Hwy 38 E 3.5 mi to viewing area on 
Ris). 

A pastoral setting on the Umpqua 
River contains a mosaic of verdant 
fields, woodlands, and wetlands. The 
Bureau of Land Management has a 
large viewing deck and interpretive 
panels to share the story of Roosevelt 
elk, 60 to 100 of which are resident. 
At the west end of the viewing area 
is a boardwalk overlooking a tidal 
slough and freshwater wetlands used 
by Mallard, Northern Pintail, Hooded 
Merganser, Green-winged Teal, Wood 


Duck, Gadwall, and Canada Goose. In 
spring and summer, watch for Red- 
winged Blackbird, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Northern Harrier, Bald Eagle, Turkey 
Vulture, Barn Swallow, Marsh Wren, 
Green Heron, and American Bittern. 
During winter, White-tailed Kites and 
Canada Goose flocks are common 
with an occasional Snow Goose. 


SOB 


103. John Dellenback Dunes 


Trail 

From Hwy 1017 in Reedsport, drive S 
10 mi to MP 222.6, turn W (A) into 
trailhead parking lot. 

A moderate to difficult trail loops 
through shorepine forest, open sand 
dunes, and wetland deflation plain, 
culminating at a sandy beach. The 
first part of the trail usually holds 
the most birds; watch for Hermit 
Thrush, Spotted Towhee, Song and 
Dark-eyed Junco in winter, Western 
Tanager, Wilson's, Orange-crowned 
and Yellow-rumped Warbler in sum- 
mer, and Hutton’s Vireo and Wrentit 
year-round. 


QADESOH 


sponsor: US Forest Service, 
oiuslaw National Forest 


104. Bluebill Loop 

From Hwy 107 S, 2 mi N of North 
Bend, turn W (L) onto Trans-Pacific 
Ln, drive 1 mi, veer R with road, turn 
RF onto Horsefall Rd, go 1.5 mi, and 
turn L into trailhead parking lot. 

A 1.2 mile loop trail takes visitors 
around a marshy seasonal lake and 


through a shorepine forest, active 
sand dunes and deflation plains. 
Fall-spring the open water has Buf- 
flehead, Northern Pintail, American 
Wigeon, Lesser Scaup, and Common 
Merganser. Habitat around the lake 
attracts White-tailed Kite, Northern 
Harrier, Violet-green Swallow, Downy 
Woodpecker, Great Horned Owl, 
Great Egret and Hermit, Townsend's, 
Black-throated Gray, Yellow, and 
Orange-crowned Warbler. The defla- 
tion plains can harbor Fox, Song and 
White-crowned Sparrow and occa- 
sionally American Pipit. 


OnWESOn 
sponsor: US Forest Service, 
siuslaw National Forest 


105. Millicoma Marsh 

From Hwy 107, on the south end of 
Coos Bay, turn E onto Coos River/Al- 
legany Rd, go 1.1 mi and turn L on 
D St, continue two blocks and turn R 
on 4th Ave, go 500 ft and turn R on 
gravel road going downhill to small 
parking lot adjacent to a football 
field. 

The trailhead is located on the south- 
east side of the football field, keep left 
at each fork to complete a one mile 
loop. Wander through cattail marsh 
and woodlands in late fall and winter 
to find Swamp and White-throated 
sparrow with the occasional Clay- 
colored and Harris’ Sparrow. Other 
wintering species include: Yellow- 
rumped Warbler, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Hutton’s Vireo, Varied and 
Hermit Thrush, Northern Shrike, 
White-tailed Kite, Red-shouldered 





Brown Pelican 


Hawk, and Black Phoebe. This is a 
good location to find species rarely 
seen in Oregon during winter, such 
as Orange-crowned Warbler, Com- 
mon Yellowthroat, Marbled Godwit, 
and American Bittern. Spring and fall 
migrants include Willow Flycatcher, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Short-billed 
Dowitcher, and Lesser Yellowlegs. 
Western and Least Sandpiper, Dun- 
lin, Black Turnstone, Greater Yel- 
lowlegs, Long-billed Dowitcher, and 
Black-bellied Plover can be seen in 
the bay. At dawn and dusk watch for 
Barn Owl hunting over the extensive 
saltmarsh. 


©} — 10] 8] <) 


sponsor: Oregon Field 
Ornithologists 


BIRDING TIP 


PHOTO BY: TERRYSTEELENATUREPHOTOGRAPHY.COM 


Fog usually settles on the 
coast late in the evening 
and remains until 
morning. Expect it to 
burn off by mid-morning 


during the summer. 


PHOTO BY: DAVE LEDIG / US FISH&WILDLIFE 


PHOTO BY: WAYNE RINT 
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106. Golden and Silver Falls 


State Natural Area 

From Hwy 107 in Coos Bay, drive S, 
turn L on Allegany/Coos River Hwy, 
drive 1 mi to dead end at D St, turn R. 
Go 22.5 mi to parking lot; last 5 mi of 
road is graveled. 

A hidden gem in the dense coastal 
forests of southwestern Oregon, 
this area is hard to find, but worth 
the effort. Moss-covered Oregon 
myrtles shade the banks of Glenn 
and Silver Creeks, attracting Winter 
Wren, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Varied and 
Swainson’s Thrush and Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher. Hike trails through sce- 
nic canyons to see American Dipper 
at the base of either waterfall. Hike 
to the top of Golden Falls to get a 
raven’s eye view of the cascading 
water and giant old-growth firs and 
cedars. 


Ow 
sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 





Anna’s hummingbird 


107. Charleston Marina 

From Hwy 101 in North Bend, drive S 
and follow signs to Charleston. After 
crossing the Charleston Bridge, turn 
F on Boat Basin Dr and continue to 
end parking by the Oregon Dept of 
Fish and Wildlife, and walk the one- 
lane road to the packing plant. 

A quick stop at the marina can be 
rewarding, especially in fall and win- 
ter. The small sandy beach by ODFW 
and the fish packing facility is excel- 
lent for gulls during winter including 
Heermann’s, Western, California, 


PHOTO BY: WAYNE HOFFMAN 


Glaucous-winged, Mew, and oc- 
casionally Glaucous Gull. Scan the 
water of the bay for Pelagic, Brandt’s 
and Double-crested Cormorant, 
Horned, Red-necked, and Western 
Grebe, Common, Red-throated and 
Pacific Loon, Black, Surf and White- 
winged Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, 
Common Goldeneye, Greater Scaup, 
and Marbled Murrelet. 








108. Sunset Bay State Park 
From Hwy 107 in North Bend, go S 
and follow signs to Charleston, turn 
W (R) onto Newmark St, go 3 mi, turn 
L on Empire Blva/Cape Arago Hwy, 
drive 7 mi to park. 

Situated in one of the most scenic 
areas on coast, this park is worth a 
quick stop as the sandy beach draws 
Western, Glaucous-winged, Mew, 
Ring-billed and Bonaparte’s Gull and 
the towering sea cliffs provide pro- 
tection from summer winds. In sum- 
mer, Double-crested Cormorant nest 
in dead trees on a small offshore 
island. In winter both Marbled and 
Ancient Murrelet can sometimes be 
seen. A network of hiking trails con- 
nects Sunset Bay with nearby Shore 
Acres and Cape Arago. The trails 
carry you through temperate rainfor- 
est and past ocean vistas; watch for 
Black Oystercatcher, Surfbird, Black 
Turnstone, Fox Sparrow, Hairy Wood- 
pecker, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
Steller’s Jay, and Winter Wren. 


OnDMS0OH 
sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 





Band-tailed pigeo 


109. Shore Acres State Park 
From Hwy 107 in North Bend, drive S 
and follow signs to Charleston, turn 
W (R) onto Newmark St, go 3 mi, turn 
L onto Empire Blvd/Cape Arago Hwy, 
and follow 9 mi to Shore Acres on L 


Perched on rugged sandstone cliffs 
high above the ocean, this unique 
birding area combines native Sitka 
spruce forest with lushly planted 
formal gardens, once the grand es- 
tate of pioneer timber baron Louis 
simpson. The tailored grounds at- 
tract Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar 
Waxwing, White-Crowned Sparrow, 
Dark-eyed Junco, and Violet-green 
and Barn Swallow. Scan the coast- 
line for Black, Surf and White-winged 
scoter, Black Oystercatcher, and 
Marbled Murrelet. Watch for migrat- 
ing gray whales in December and 
again in March. 


OOBSOH 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


110. Cape Arago / 


Simpson Reef 

From Hwy 107 in North Bend go S 
and follow signs to Charleston, turn 
W (R) onto Newmark St, go 3 mi, turn 
L on Empire Blva/Cape Arago Hwy, 
and drive 10 mi to park. 

A must see on the south coast, Cape 
Arago overlooks Simpson Reef, the 
largest marine mammal haulout 
in Oregon, featuring thousands of 
harbor and northern elephant seals, 


PHOTO BY: RON GREEN 





and Steller’s and California sea lions. 
The road ends at a scenic headland 
long used by Native Americans, and 
first sighted by Sir Francis Drakes’ 
expedition in the late 1500s. The 
pristine rocky intertidal habitat at- 
tracts Harlequin Duck, Black Oyster- 
catcher, Pigeon Guillemot, Surfbird, 
Black Turnstone, and Black, Surf and 
White-winged Scoter, and an oc- 
casional Rock Sandpiper. From the 
viewing deck watch for Common 
Murre, Marbled Murrelet, Pigeon 
Guillemot, Western Grebe, and Pe- 
lagic and Brandt’s Cormorant. 


OOSOn 
sponsor: US Fish and Wildlife 
service 


111. South Slough National 


Estuarine Research Reserve 
From Hwy 101 in North Bend, drive S 
and follow signs to Charleston, turn 
W (R) onto Newmark St, go 3 mi, turn 
L onto Empire Blvd/Cape Arago Hwy, 
god mi, turn L onto Seven Devils Rad, 
go 4.5 mi to main entrance on L. 
south Slough protects nearly 5,000 
acres of mixed conifer forest, fresh 
and saltwater marshes, and mud- 
flats. Walk through the woodlands 
to find Wrentit, Winter Wren, Band- 
tailed Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Spot- 
ted Towhee, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
song Sparrow, Violet-green Swallow, 
Rufous Hummingbird, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, Red Crossbill, Varied Thrush, 
and Sharp-shinned Hawk. Take the 
boardwalk near the water to see 
Greater Yellowlegs, Great Egret, Buf- 
flehead, Double-crested Cormorant, 
Osprey, White-tailed Kite, and Bald 
Eagle. The Interpretive Center offers 
exhibits, educational programs, trail 
guides, and bird checklists. 


OOSOR 


112. Bandon Dunes 

From Hwy 107 in Bandon, drive N 
over the Coquille River Bridge, turn W 
(L) at the Bandon Dunes Golf Resort 
sign. 

Bandon Dunes Is a public golf resort 
that boasts 7 miles of hiking trails. 
Visitors must stop at main lodge to 
pick up a map of the resort’s trail 








Chestnut-backed Chickadee 


system. Birders please be attentive 
near golf courses to avoid disturbing 
golfers. Habitats include shorepine 
forest, freshwater lakes, vegetated 
dunes, and deflation plains that sup- 
port Savannah, White-crowned and 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, Orange- 
crowned warbler, Northern Harrier, 
and Sharp-shinned Hawk. The Dune 
Trail winds through a conservation 
area with a willow and alder wet- 
land, large Port Orford cedars, and 
elevated dune ridges. Woodland spe- 
cies include: Wrentit, Swainson’s and 
Varied Thrush, Red-breasted Nut- 
hatch, Winter Wren, Pileated Wood- 
pecker, and Western Tanager. Mixed 
forests open to native meadows with 
edges of manzanita and huckleberry 
for Anna’s, Rufous, and Allen’s Hum- 
mingbird, Bushtit, and Black Phoebe. 
Hooded Merganser, Wood Duck, 
Pied-billed Grebe, Osprey, Belted 
Kingfisher, and Olive-sided Flycatcher 
use the ponds and riparian areas. 


HOS0On0 


113. Bandon Marsh 

National Wildlife Refuge 

— Ni-les'tun Unit 

From Hwy 1017 in Bandon, drive N 
over the Coquille River Bridge, turn E 
(R) onto North Bank Ln, drive 1 mi and 
turn RF into the paved viewing area. 
Fresh and saltwater marshes and ri- 
parian areas make this an excellent 
birding location with high diversity. A 
viewing deck offers a place to scan 
with a spotting scope for wigeon, Buf- 


flehead, Green-winged Teal, Great 
Egret, Peregrine Falcon, Merlin, Bald 
Eagle, White-tailed Kite, Northern 
Harrier, Sharp-shinned, Cooper's, 
Red-shouldered, and Red-tailed 
Hawk. Winter songbirds include 
Black Phoebe, Palm Warbler, Marsh 
Wren, Savannah Sparrow, Lapland 
Longspur, and Western Meadow- 
lark. Summer brings clouds of Tree, 
Violet-green, Barn, and Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow, and the oc- 
casional Vaux’s Swift. 


HSOnSe 
sponsor: US Fish and Wildlife 
service 


114. Coquille River Valley 
From Hwy 107 in Bandon, drive N 
over the Coquille River Bridge, turn E 
(R) onto North Bank Ln, and continue 
15 miles to Hwy 42 intersection. Turn 
R towards Coquille and drive 5 mi 
following signs to Bandon. Take Hwy 
4? S back toward Bandon. 

North Bank Lane follows the Coquille 
River, traversing flooded pastures and 
small wetlands dense with alder and 
willow. Fall to spring is the best time 
to drive this scenic loop. Use pullouts 
along the road to scan the river and 
surrounding flooded pastures for 
thousands of wintering waterfowl 
including Tundra Swan, Wood Duck, 
Gadwall, American and Eurasian Wi- 
geon, Cinnamon Teal, Northern Shov- 
eler, Northern Pintail, Green-winged 
Teal, and Hooded Merganser, Can- 
vasback, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser 
scaup, Bufflehead, and Ruddy Duck. 


PHOTO BY: RON GREEN 
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Raptors perch on the powerlines and 
snags: watch for White-tailed Kite, 
American Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine 
Falcon, and Red-shouldered Hawk. 
Black Phoebe are abundant and 
Great Egret and Cattle Egret (rare) 
hunt the pastures. 


SOUS 


115. Bullards Beach 


State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Bandon, drive N 2 
miles and turn W (L) into park. 

A large full-service park nestled in 
shorepine forest, which protects from 
strong ocean breezes. 

A paved trail by the campground leads 
to the beach and weaves through 
open, grassy fields and lowland forest. 
The historic Coquille River Lighthouse 
is located at the end of the road, 
where the beach ends at the Coquille 
River's north jetty. At the beach watch 
for Sanderling and White-winged and 
surf Scoter. Look along the Coquille 
River for Pelagic, Brandt’s, and Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant and Osprey. 


Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Wrentit, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Townsend's Warbler, Spotted 
Towhee, and Pacific Slope Flycatch- 
er use the campground and woods. 
Northern Harrier, White-tailed Kite, 
Peregrine Falcon, Merlin, Tree and 
Violet-green Swallow, and Savannah 
and White-crowned Sparrow use the 
fields and deflation plain habitat along 
with the occasional Lapland Longspur 
and American Pipit in fall. 


OnDEOR 
sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


116. Bandon Marsh 
National Wildlife Refuge 


— Riverside Dr 

From Hwy 107 in Bandon, go 1.3 mi 
N, turn W on Riverside Dr, and go 0.6 
mi to parking on W (R) side. 

The most expansive tidal salt marsh 
within the Coquille River estuary is 
a stopover for migrating shorebirds, 
which can be seen by the tens of 
thousands during their peak in late 


en iy ees delight! 


Gardiner, Reedsport, & Winchester Bay 


heart of the Oregon Dunes National Recreation 
1¢ tallest dunes in Oregon. More than 247 


species of birds 


ound in its 47 miles of ocean beaches, the 


Umpqua River, 32 freshwater lakes, an abundance of streams, ponds and 
marshes, estuaries and salt marshes, grasslands and lush coastal forest. 


© Hike the coastal trails of Tahkenitch Creek, Taylor Dunes, Drift Creek, 


and many others. 


# Explore the Dean Creek Elk Viewing area where numerous bird 


species reside along with a herd 
SAVE l@ailltctsmemesHUUrclilNeM NOR )IIATeMINMULO UCU MerslRelTNlcle 
Reedsport and Winchester Bay. 


approximately 100 Roosevelt Elk. 


# View the large cormorant nesting grounds on Bolon Island. 


Reedsport/Winchester Bay 
Chamber of Commerce 
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April to early May and early Septem- 
ber. The area is known for rarities 
including Bar-tailed Godwit and Ruff. 
Look for Black-bellied and Semipal- 
mated Plover, Pacific and American 


Golden-Plover, Willet, Whimbrel, 
Long-billed Curlew, Marbled Godwit, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Western, Least, 
Baird’s and Pectoral Sandpiper, Red- 
necked Phalarope, Long- and Short- 
billed Dowitcher, Dunlin, and Greater 
and Lesser Yellowlegs. Scan the trees 
around the marsh for Band-tailed Pi- 
geon, Wrentit, and Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee. Bald Eagle, Northern 
Harrier, and Peregrine Falcon are 
often seen. In winter, Canada Goose, 
Northern Pintail, Mallard, Green- 
winged Teal, and Bufflehead are 
abundant. 


QS0OH& 


sponsor: Bandon Dunes Golf Resort 


117. Coquille River South 


Jetty 

From Hwy 107 in Bandon, turn N at 
Stoplight onto Fillmore, drive 1 block 
and turn L onto First St. Drive 0.5 
mi, turn R onto Jetty Rd, and drive 
0.6 mi to gravel parking lot at end 
of the road. 

The waters between the Coquille Riv- 
er’s north and south jetties are often 
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tumultuous but full of birdlife. From 
the south jetty, watch for Surf, Black 
and White-winged Scoter, Common 
and Pacific Loon, Pelagic, Brandt’s, 
and Double-crested Cormorant, 
Brown Pelican, and Harlequin Duck. 
In late April and again in early Sep- 
tember, walk east from the parking 
lot at low tide and scan the exposed 
rocks for migrant Wandering Tattler, 
Rock Sandpiper, Ruddy and Black 
Turnstone, Sanderling, Western and 
Least Sandpiper, and Surfbird. Along 
the beach, you can test your skills at 
gull identification; regulars are Glau- 
cous-winged, Western, California, 
Bonaparte’s, and Herring Gull. Watch 
for harbor seals swimming in the river. 


oS08 


118. Coquille Point 

From Hwy 107 in Bandon, turn W on 
11" St and drive to parking lot at the 
end of the road. 

A mainland unit of Oregon Islands 
National Wildlife Refuge, this spec- 
tacular viewpoint overlooks a series of 
offshore rocks that provide habitat for 
thousands of seabirds. A paved trail 
winds over the headland, featuring 
interpretive panels about the area’s 
wildlife and its rich Native American 
history. Access the beach via stair- 
ways located on opposite sides of 
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the headland. In winter find Common 
and Red-throated Loon, and West- 
ern, Horned, and Red-necked Grebe. 
spring and fall migrations bring Red 
and Red-necked Phalarope, Pacific 
Loon, and Surf, Black, and White- 
winged Scoter. Look for Common 
Murre, Tufted Puffin, Pigeon Guil- 
lemot, Black Oystercatcher, Brown 
Pelican, Caspian Tern, Western Gull, 
and Pelagic and Brandt's Cormorant, 
as well as harbor seal, sea lion, and 
rocky intertidal invertebrates. 


OnSOnE 
sponsor: US Fish and Wildlife 
service 


119. Face Rock State 


Scenic Viewpoint 

From Hwy 107 in Bandon, turn W 
(R) on 11th St, then S (L) onto Beach 
Loop Dr, and proceed to wayside en- 
trance on W (R). 

From the Face Rock Viewpoint you 
can see the area’s most famous off- 
shore rock, which resembles a face 
gazing skyward. Nearby are a series 
of islands called “Cat and Kittens,” 
part of Oregon Islands National Wild- 
life Refuge. From the top of the bluff, 
scan the ocean for Rhinoceros Auklet, 
White-winged and Surf Scoter, Pigeon 
Guillemot, and Pelagic and Brandt's 
Cormorant. Tufted Puffin nest on Face 
Rock. Black Turnstone, Black Oyster- 
catcher and Surfbird use the lower 
portion of the rock. Hike the short trail 
leading to the beach and watch for 
sanderling and Western Gull. 


OOS0H 


sponsor: Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department 


Ring-necked Duck 


120. New River Area of Criti- 


cal Environmental Concern 
From Hwy 101 in Bandon, drive S 9 
mi, turn W (R) on Croft Lake Rd, go 
1.5 mi, stay R at fork and proceed 
0.3 mi to first parking lot. When road 
IS open, proceed 1 mi to boat ramp 
along narrow, gravel rd. 

This shifting river mouth flows parallel 
to the Pacific Ocean and passes frag- 
ile meadows, wetlands, and coastal 
pine and spruce forest. Pedestrians 
can access all the trails and walk the 
one mile to the riverside year-round. 
Explore the three miles of trails in 
spring and early summer to see 
common nesting species including: 
Mourning Dove, Band-tailed Pigeon, 
Vaux’s Swift, Allen’s, Anna’s, and Ru- 
fous Hummingbird, Olive-sided and 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Western 
Wood-Pewee, Hutton’s Vireo, Bushtit, 
Bewick’s Wren, Swainson’s Thrush, 
Wrentit, Cedar Waxwing, Black- 
throated Gray and Wilson’s Warbler, 
and Western Tanager. Spring migra- 
tion brings thousands of Aleutian 
Cackling Goose along with Caspian 
Tern, Bonaparte’s Gull, and tens of 
thousands of shorebirds including 
Western and Least Sandpiper, Dun- 
lin, Black-bellied and Semipalmated 
Plover, dowitchers, yellowlegs, and 
Whimbrel. 


OOSONE 


sponsor: Oregon Field 
Ornithologists 
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121. Floras Lake/Boice 


Cope Park 

From Hwy 101, 10 mi N of Port Or- 
ford, turn W on Floras Lake Loop Rd 
and go 7 mi, then turn W on Floras 
Lake Rad, and go 1.4 mi. After road 
veers L, turn R on Boice-Cope Rad, 
drive 0.3 miles to park entrance. Park 
in lower lot for trail access. 

scan the pastures on the north side 
of the road as you drive in for Tundra 
swan in winter and Aleutian Cackling 
Goose in April. Bring a scope to bird 
at the lakeshore in fall and winter as 
waterfowl are abundant and include: 
Bufflenead, Ruddy Duck, Greater and 
Lesser Scaup, American Wigeon, 
Northern Pintail, Common Merganser, 
Western Grebe, Common Loon, with 
a few Redhead, Canvasback, and 
Eared and Horned Grebe some years. 
There are two short trails to hike and 
during late fall and winter it’s possible 
to find Wilson’s Snipe, White-tailed 
Kite, Swamp and Savannah Spar- 
row, and Lapland Longspur. Listen for 
American Bittern at the lake’s outlet. 
Fall-winter the area north of Floras 
Lake usually has American Pipit and 
Lapland Longspur. 


QANDBSORH 


sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 


122. Cape Blanco Lighthouse 

From Hwy 107 in Port Orford, drive 
N 4 mi, turn W onto Cape Blanco Rad, 
drive 5 mi, and park at day-use area. 
Cape Blanco is the westernmost 
point in the state; the lighthouse is 
the southernmost in Oregon, and 
was the first to be outfitted with a 
first-order Fresnel lens in 1870. Near 
the lighthouse you can access miles 
of hiking trails that provide stunning 
ocean views and some woodland 
birding. Scope from the parking lot 
at the lighthouse gate for views of: 
Red-throated, Common, and Pacific 
Loon, Horned, Red-necked, Eared, 


and Western Grebe, Brandt's, Pelag- 
ic, and Double-crested Cormorant, 
Black, Surf, and White-winged Sco- 
ter, Common Murre, Pigeon Guille- 
mot, Marbled and Ancient Murrelet, 
Rhinoceros Auklet, and occasionally 
sooty and Short-tailed Shearwater. 
Look for a pair of Peregrine Falcon 
nesting on the Cape Blanco head- 
land, and for flocks of Western Blue- 
bird and American Pipit in the upper 
fields. Other birds include American 
Kestrel and Aleutian Cackling Goose. 


OnDBSOnE 
sponsor: Compass Rose Bed 
and Breakfast 


123. Sixes River Estuary 


and Beaver Marsh 

From Hwy 107 in Port Orford, drive 
N 4 mi, turn W onto Cape Blanco Rad, 
drive 2 mi to State Park entrance. 
This site boasts the Historic Hughes 
House, tidepools, and elk viewing 
opportunities in addition to outstand- 
ing birding. Along the way use pull 
out to view Beaver Marsh. Midway 
along the marsh the old corrals on 
the right provide parking. Begin 
here by observing hundreds of nest- 
ing Red-winged Blackbird as well 
as swallows, Savannah and White- 
crowned Sparrow, or — Lincoln’s 
sparrow in winter. The marsh and 
open grasslands host an abundance 
of Marsh Wren, Sora, Virginia Rail, 
and Wilson’s Snipe. Green-winged 
Teal, American Wigeon, Great Egret, 
Western and Least Sandpiper, phal- 





Baird's Sandpiper | 
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Lesser Goldfinch 


Sunny Gold rete 


on the SOUTHERN OREGON COAST 


Call our friendly 
Visitor Center toll-free: 
800 525-2334 

or visit our website: 4 
www.GoldBeach.org 











Black-crowned Night-Heron 


arope, and an occasional American 
Bittern also use the area. Raptors 
include Red-shouldered Hawk, White- 
tailed Kite, and Northern Harrier. 
Proceed another mile to a right turn 
signed Hughes House and hike the 
trail to the beach. Large flocks of 
American goldfinch feed in the this- 
tle with Purple and House Finch. In 
spring look for Western Meadowlark 
and Western Bluebird and scan the 


125) Paradise Pott Rd 


Garrison Lake 








fields for migrating Aleutian Cackling 
Goose. The forested areas are good 
for Red Crossbill, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet and Chestnut-backed Chick- 
adee. Northern Shrike is occasional- 
ly found in winter. While hiking the 
trails, please leave the gates as you 
found them. 


OnMSOngS 
sponsor: Compass Rose Bed 
and Breakfast 
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124. Grassy Knob 

From Hwy 107 in Port Orford, drive 
N 4 miles and turn E on Grassy Knob 
Rd, drive 7.7 mi on both paved and 
gravel road to a barricaded parking 
area. Walk up the road 0.4 mi to ac- 
cess trailhead. 

Explore misty temperate coastal 
rainforest replete with native plants 
and shrubs, along a short '/3-mi trail. 
Grassy Knob Wilderness nurtures the 
fragrant Port Orford cedar, drooping 
with its characteristic twisting limbs in 
rare stands of old growth, with some 
trunks exceeding six feet in diameter. 
The pristine streams of the area sup- 
port active salmon runs. Within the 
forest interior and in openings you 
can see Anna's Hummingbird, Pile- 
ated, Hairy and Downy Woodpeck- 
er, Common Raven, Steller’s Jay, 
Bushtit, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
Wrentit, Golden and Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, Fox Sparrow, Varied Thrush, 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Pine Siskin, 
and Hammond's Flycatcher. 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


125. Compass Rose 


Bed and Breakfast 

From Hwy 101 at the northern city 
limit of Port Orford, turn W on Para- 
aise Point Rd, go 0.8 mi, turn R on 
Gull Rd, and turn into first driveway 
on R. Address: 42497 Gull Ra. 
Birders are welcome from dawn to 
dusk at this lovely private wildlife 
sanctuary. Old logging roads and 
game trails take you through forest 


and along wetlands to see Great 
Egret, Great Blue Heron, Mallard, 
Osprey, Bewick’s and Winter Wren, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, and 
Hairy Woodpecker. Nearby Paradise 
Point Beach is a good location to 
search near shore ocean waters for 
Marbled Murrelet. 


OS0HO 


126. Port Orford Mill Pond 


and Pinehurst Fishing Dock 
From Hwy101 in Port Orford, turn W 
on 18th St/Pinehurst Dr, drive 0.3 mi 
to parking area on L beyond the pond. 
Return to 18th and enter parking lot 
across the street for the Pinehurst 
Fishing Dock. 

scan the waters of these freshwa- 
ter ponds for many species of duck 
in winter and Wood Duck, Hooded 
Merganser, Pied-billed Grebe, Black 
Phoebes, and Great Blue Heron in 
summer. Dense vegetation at the 
banks of the Mill Pond provides op- 
portunities for more reclusive wetland 
species like American Bittern. 


OOSOr 


127. Port Orford Wetland 


Interpretive Walkway 

From Hwy 107 in Port Orford, turn W 
on 18" St, then L on Idaho St, then 
L at sign for Walkway, and park on 
R shoulder. 

This short boardwalk with several 
viewing platforms provides access 
to a small freshwater wetland lush 
with sedge and skunk cabbage. Bird 
this wetland oasis without getting 





Townsend's Warbler 
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Whimbrel 


your feet wet and watch for Wood 
Duck, Virginia Rail, Sora, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Wilson’s Warbler, Northern 
Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, and an oc- 
casional American Bittern. In summer 
watch for Cedar Waxwing foraging on 
plentiful twinberry. 


OOS0H 


Sponsor: Oregon Coast Magazine 


128. Garrison Lake 

From Hwy 107 in Port Orford, turn W 
on 12th St, go 0.7 mi, and after dip, 
turn into parking lot on R. 

A forested, many fingered lake that 
can be birded from the boat ramp 
but best results are from a canoe 
or kayak. Scan the lake for Buffle- 
head, Wood Duck, Greater Scaup, 
Green Heron, and Osprey. In the 
nearby freshwater wetland look for 
Red-winged Blackbird, Marsh Wren, 
Wrentit, Violet-green and Barn Swal- 
low, and the reclusive American Bit- 
tern, Virginia Rail, and Sora. Northern 
Flicker, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and 
Red Crossbill are seen regularly. 


OS00S 


sponsor: Kalmiopsis Audubon 
society 


129. Battle Rock Beach 


From Hwy 107 in Port Orford, turn W 
into the Battle Rock Wayside on the 
south side of town. 

The site of a bloody battle between 
Native Americans and the first Eu- 
ropean-American settlers of Port 
Orford, this stretch of sandy beach 





buttressed by forested cliffs is now 
popular with surfers and kayakers. 
Look for Western, Glaucous-winged, 
California, and Heermann’s Gull, 
Black Oystercatcher, Turkey Vulture, 
Mourning Dove, and harbor seals 
and sea lions. Summer brings spec- 
tacular numbers of Brown Pelican. 
Watch for migrating gray whales in 
December and again in March. Stop 
by the visitor center for additional in- 
formation, open daily. 


OOSOr 


sponsor: WildSpring Guest 
Habitat 


130. WildSpring Guest 


Habitat 

From Hwy 101 in Port Orford across 
from Battle Rock Park, take the N end 
of Cemetery Loop Rd, which veers off 
at an oblique angle S from the Hwy. 
Drive 0.5 mi, turn R into Wildspring 
Habitat. Park on L. Open to birders 
from 10am to 5pm. Call ahead for 
arrangements. 

stroll through a serene forest of 
80-foot fir, myrtle, and spruce over- 
looking the ocean. See and hear 
birds like Pacific-slope Flycatcher, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglet, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Wrentit, Orange-crowned 
and Hermit Warbler, Wilson’s War- 
bler, Spotted Towhee, Dark-eyed 
Junco, and Purple Finch. An over- 
night stay in one of the luxury guest 
cabin suites gives you extra time to 
explore the area and maybe glimpse 
a Northern Pygmy-Owl or Common 
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Nighthawk. Take a short walk to the 
beach to see a wide variety of shore- 
birds. 
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131. Port Orford Heads 


State Park 

From Hwy 1018 in Port Orford, turn 
W onto 9th St, then L on Port Orford 
Hwy, and follow signs to park. 

Bring your spotting scope and plan 
on spending some time watching 
thousands of seabirds flying by dur- 
ing migration. Common birds include 
loons, Western and Glaucous-winged 
Gull, Brandt’s, Pelagic and Double- 
crested Cormorant, Common Murre, 
and Pigeon Guillemot. Overlooking 
the port area from the south trail is 
a good place to spot Marbled Mur- 
relet. In summer, Osprey hunt for fish 
in Nellie’s Cove, and Peregrine Falcon 
are regular. Explore the hiking trails 
to see Allen’s and Rufous Humming- 
bird, Wrentit, Bushtit, Brown Creeper, 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher, and Cedar 
Waxwing. A resident black-tailed 
deer population feeds in the park. 


OOS0H8 


sponsor: WildSpring Guest 
Habitat 





Audubon’s Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 


132. Port of Port Orford 

From Hwy 101 in Port Orford, fol- 
low signs to the Port of Port Orford, 
go 0.2 mi as you approach the port 
area, and park on R right across from 
Fishermen's Memorial. 

Watch fishing boats being lowered 
into the water and hoisted back out at 
this uniquely compact working port. 
Bird life abounds in habitats which 
include open-ocean, rocky shore, 
dense willow thickets, and sandy 
beach. Watch for Common Murre, 
Pigeon Guillemot, Brown Pelican, Pe- 
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lagic Cormorant, Black Oystercatch- 
er, Black Turnstone, Surfbird, Western 
and Horned Grebe, and Marbled and 
Ancient Murrelet. Northern Fulmar 
can sometimes be seen around the 
docks in winter. Check around the 
memorial for American Goldfinch, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Anna’s and 
Rufous Hummingbird, and White- 
crowned Sparrow. Winter storms can 
blow seabirds such as Red Phalarope 
and Ancient Murrelet into the harbor. 
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133. Humbug Mountain 


State Park - Brush Creek 
From Hwy 101 in Port Orford, drive 
S 6 mi and turn R into parking lot at 
Brush Creek Picnic Area. 

Brush Creek is an excellent spot to 
watch American Dippers feeding in 
the swift moving waters. Along the 
creek banks, dense understory at- 
tracts Orange-crowned, Wilson’s, 
Black-throated Gray and Townsend's 
Warbler. Near the beach many spe- 
cles of gulls congregate including 
Western, Glaucous-winged, Califor- 
nia, Heermann’s and occasionally 
Thayer’s, Herring and Mew Gull. Scan 
the ocean for Common, Pacific and 
Red-throated Loon, Western, Red- 
necked and Horned Grebe, Common 
Murre, and Pigeon Guillemot. On the 
way to the beach in spring and sum- 
mer, stop under the Hwy 101 bridge 
to see a large colony of nesting Cliff 
and Barn Swallow. The often mist- 
shrouded and mysterious Humbug 
Mountain, rising to a towering 1,756 
feet from the beach, dominates this 
area of lush, forested hills. For a vig- 
orous hike to the summit, start from 
a second parking lot across the high- 
way, and ascend through old-growth 
sitka spruce and Douglas-fir. Watch 
and listen for Swainson’s and Varied 
Thrush, Winter Wren, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Hermit and Wilson’s War- 
bler, and Pileated Woodpecker along 
the way. Many of these species can 
also be found at Brush Creek or by 
hiking a less challenging trail which 
starts near the amphitheater. 


OnDMS0OH 
sponsor: Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association 
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134. Nesika Beach Bank 


Swallow Colony 

From Hwy 1017 in Gold Beach, drive 
N 8 mi and turn W on Nesika Rd at 
N north end of the Nesika Rd loop 
(across from Ophir Rd). Take immedi- 
ate R and head N on the Old Coast 
Rd for 0.5 mi and park on shoulder 
where it dead ends. From there, walk 
S on the beach 0.5 mi to view colony. 
The beach is not accessible during 
high tide. 

Don’t miss seeing this active colony 
of beautiful Bank Swallows from 
May to July. During the beach walk, 
watch the surf for White-winged and 
surf Scoter, Common Murre, Pelagic 
and Double-crested Cormorant, and 
sanderling. 


SOHO 


135. Indian Creek 

From Hwy 107 in Gold Beach at the 
south end of the Rogue River Bridge, 
turn E on Jerry's Flat Rd. Drive 0.7 
mi and park in large lot on L across 


ee ees 


Rogue River 


from Indian Creek Cafe. 

Hike the well-maintained trail sys- 
tem which meanders through wil- 
lows along the Rogue River out to 
large gravel flats and levees of the 
upper harbor area. Watch for Snowy 
Egret, Great Blue Heron, Bufflehead, 
Hutton’s and Warbling Vireo, and 
Orange-crowned, Hermit, and Wil- 
son's Warbler. 
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136. Elephant Bar/ 


Jerry's Flat 

From Hwy 101 in Gold Beach at the 
south end of the Rogue River Bridge, 
turn E on Jerry's Flat Rd, and go 2.2 
mi to parking lot on L before Free- 
man Rock gravel operations. 
Elephant Bar provides a graveled 
Y4-mi rugged trail, which winds 
through a freshwater floodplain for- 
est, a small creek and pond lined 
with rich riparian habitat. As you walk 
through the cottonwood trees, watch 
for Hairy Woodpecker, Northern 
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Flicker, and Yellow-rumped Warbler. 
Where the creek joins the river are 
waterfowl, Green Heron, Bald Eagle, 
and nesting Osprey. After birding 
the bar, continue east on Jerry’s 
Flat Road 1.2 mi to Jerry’s Flat, an 
extensive area of scrub, brush, and 
willows with river rock adjacent to 
the Rogue River. Ring-billed Gull 
can often be seen in the river. Hut- 
ton’s and Warbling Vireo, Yellow, 
Yellow-rumped, Black-throated Gray, 
and Orange-crowned Warbler inhabit 
the willows. Northern Shrike are oc- 
casional north of the river in winter. 
If you wade across the river in sum- 
mer to the small island adjacent to 
the flat, there are nesting Willow Fly- 
catcher, Yellow-breasted Chat, and 
Vesper Sparrow. 
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137. Rogue River Walk 

From Hwy 107 in Gold Beach turn E 
on Jerry's Flat Rd and proceed 4.7 
mi to trailhead located east of the 
buildings at the Old Mill Site. 

A flat, easy 6 mi trail with benches 
follows the south bank of the Rogue 
River weaving through willow thick- 
ets, Myrtlewood groves, and over 
11 bridges. Watch for Common and 
Hooded Mergansers, Ruffed Grouse, 
California Quail, Northern Flicker, 
Pileated Woodpecker, Cassin’s and 
Warbling Vireo, Swainson’s Thrush, 
Black-throated Gray Warbler, and 
Wilson’s Warbler. 


OS0O 


138. Schrader Old 


Growth Trail 
From Hwy 101 in Gold Beach turn 
E on Jerry’s Flat Rd and drive 11.2 


mi to Lobster Creek. Turn R on For- 
est Service Rd 090 and go 2.1 mi to 
trailhead on L. 

Visit some of the Northwest’s largest 
hardwoods and stately old growth 
Douglas fir trees as you hike an easy 
1-mile loop trail. Several of the oldest 
trees show fire scars from ancient 
fires. If you visit in early summer the 
native rhododendrons will be in full 
bloom. Forest birds include Northern 
Pygmy-Owl, Varied Thrush, Steller’s 
Jay, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Hermit Warbler, Mountain 
Quail, and Olive-sided Flycatcher. 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


139. Rogue River 


Mouth and Estuary 

From Hwy 107 in Gold Beach, cross 
the Rogue River and turn W into the 
Port of Gold Beach, go 0.1 mi, turn L 
on Harbor Rd for 0.2 miles, and turn 
R into the marina parking area. Scan 
the marina, and then continue W to 
Jetty overlook. 

Popular with anglers and California 
sea Lions, this is where the Rogue 
River and the Pacific meet to cre- 
ate habitat for waterbirds. Wander 
along the waterfront and view Dou- 
ble-crested and Pelagic Cormorant, 
California, Thayer’s, Ring-billed and 
Western Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, 
Long-tailed Duck, Caspian Tern, 
snowy Egret, Osprey, Bald Eagle, 
and Peregrine Falcon. Check the jetty 
rocks for Black Turnstone, Wander- 
ing Tattler, Surfbird, and occasionally 
Rock Sandpiper. 
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140. Cape Sebastian 


State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Gold Beach, drive 
S 7 mi to MP 335, turn W at State 
Park sign, and follow 0.6 mi to park- 
ing lot. 

Cape Sebastian is often overlooked 
by tourists and offers birders a quiet 
sea watching experience from a strik- 
ing vista overlooking the Pacific. Hike 
the moderately difficult 1.5-mile trail 
through wind-blown Sitka spruce for- 
est to access the cape, which over- 
looks Hunters Island. Along the trail 
find Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Red Crossbill, Chestnut- 
backed Chickadee and Wrentit. From 
the end of the cape, scan the ocean 
for Pacific and Red-throated Loon, 
Western Grebe, Pelagic Cormorant, 
surf and White-winged Scoter, Cali- 
fornia and Western Gull, and Com- 
mon Murre. A large colony of Brandt's 
Cormorant nest on Hunter’s Island. 


sponsor: US Fish and Wildlife 
service 


141. Lower Pistol River 

From Hwy 107 in Gold Beach, go S 
17 mi. After crossing the Pistol River 
Bridge, go 0.5 mi, turn E at Pistol 
River Carpenterville Rd, go 0.1 mi to 
aT intersection. From the I, bird % 
mi S and again % mi N to the inter- 
section at the Old Pistol River store. 
Turn R and continue 2 miles for more 
birding. 

As you bird the Pistol River habitats, 
keep in mind the area along the road 
is private land. Please be respectful 
by staying on the main road. River, 





riparian forest, and fertile pasture 
attract almost 200 species of birds. 
Northern Harrier, American Kestrel, 
and Peregrine Falcon are visible 
along the river or in the open fields. 
Pied-billed Grebe, Great Egret, Marsh 
Wren, Wrentit, Bufflenead, Greater 
and Lesser Scaup, and Ring-necked 
Duck are regular. Golden Eagle is 
occasionally seen along this route. 
The brushy areas along the roads are 
good for warblers, sparrows, wrens 
and flycatchers. This site is also a 
good spot for unusual and vagrant 
birds during spring and fall migration 
such as Say’s Phoebe, Horned Lark, 
Bobolink, and Solitary Sandpiper. 
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142. Lone Ranch Beach 

From Brookings, drive N 4.5 mi on 
Hwy 101 and turn W (L) into Lone 
Ranch Beach State Wayside. 

The willows along the creek and 
along the beach are home to a good 
variety of passerine birds. Rock 
Wren has been found in the rocks 
along the shoreline and Bobolink 
along the hillside above the beach. 
Near the creek look for Harlequin 
Duck and Black Oystercatcher. The 
hillside above the beach often has 
American Kestrel, Red-tailed Hawk, 
and Northern Harrier. Offshore loons, 
grebes, scoters, and Common Murre 
are seen. In September use a scope 
to see Sooty Shearwater migrating. 


OOSOrE 


PHOTO BY: LOIS MILLER 


37 


143. Harris Beach 


State Park 

From Hwy 107 in Brookings, drive 
1.5 mi N, turn W into park entrance. 
The access road, day-use area, trails 
and beaches provide beautiful views 
of the coastline and nearshore wa- 
ters. Goat Island, located just off- 
shore, is protected as part of Oregon 
Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 
Nesting seabirds include Leach’s 
storm-petrel, Common Murre, Pigeon 
Guillemot, and Rhinoceros Auklet. 
Look for Tufted Puffin April-August 
around the north end of the island 
where they nest. Scan the ocean for 
Marbled Murrelet, Brandt’s, Pelagic, 
and Double-crested Cormorant, Red- 
throated, Pacific, and Common Loon. 
A variety of gulls frequent the beach 
around the creek outlet. Along the 
trails are Wrentit, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, Townsend’s Warbler, 
and Allen's Hummingbird. Watch for 
migrating gray whales in December 
and March and head down to the 
rocky shore to explore the tidepools. 


OANDSOHaS 


144, Chetco Point 

From Hwy 107 in Brookings, turn W 
on Wharf St. Go 0.7 miles to park- 
ing lot on L, adjacent to the sewage 
treatment plant. 

Don't miss this natural gem, allow- 
ing a quiet retreat from the bustling 
industry of Brookings. This small 
coastal headland is replete with 
rocky outcroppings, scrub-shrub, 
a small beach, and wildflowers. 
Walk the short trail past the picnic 





area and out on the headland to 
view ocean-going birds like Black 
Oystercatcher, Pelagic, Brant’s and 
Double-crested Cormorant, Common 
Murre, Western Gull, Common Loon, 
and Pigeon Guillemot. Along the way 
you may discover Peregrine Falcon, 
Savanna Sparrow, Black Phoebe, 
Belted Kingfisher, and Wrentit in ad- 
dition to harbor seals and migrating 
gray whales. 


OHOS0n 


sponsor: Kalmiopsis Audubon 
society 


145. Chetco River 


at North Fork 

From Hwy 1017 in Brookings, go S 
and turn E following signs for N Bank 
Chetco River Rd. Turn R at T to con- 
tinue on N Bank Chetco River Rd. Go 
4.4 mi to Don Cameron Bridge and 
park in wide turnouts on road. 

This scenic area at the confluence 
of the Chetco and North Fork Riv- 
ers includes lush riparian vegetation 
and some scrub on a gravel bar. It 
is best birded by walking the gravel 
road serving a water intake facility 
to the confluence. Watch for Snowy 
Egret, Green Heron, Black-crowned 
Night-Heron, Common Mergansers, 
Red-shouldered Hawk, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Common — Nighthawk, 
Varied Thrush, Western Scrub-Jay, 
Black Phoebe, Willow Flycatcher, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Hutton’s Vireo, 
and Bullock’s Oriole. 


SO 


BROOKINGS 





146. Gardner Ridge Road 
From Hwy 1017 in Brookings, go S 
and turn E following signs for N Bank 
Chetco River Rd. Turn R at T to con- 
tinue on N Bank Chetco River Rd, and 
go 4.5 miles to the intersection with 
Garaner Ridge Rad. 

stop at a wide shoulder on the right 
to look for Black Phoebe around the 
barn, Western Scrub Jay and pos- 
sible Chipping Sparrow. Travel up 
Gardner Ridge Road 3.5 miles to a 
wide pullout on the right and begin 
birding an upland area with views of 
the Klamath Mountains. Best visited 
April to August, stop at numerous 
pullouts to look for Allen’s Hum- 
mingbird, Mountain Quail, Blue and 
Ruffed Grouse, Common Nighthawk, 
Northern Pygmy-Owl, Band-tailed 
Pigeon, Cassin’s and Warbling Vireo, 


Hairy Woodpecker — 





Purple Martin, House Wren, Western 
Bluebird, Swainson’s and Hermit 
Thrush, Hermit, Black-throated Gray 
and MacGillivray’s Warblers, Western 
Tanager, Black-headed Grosbeak 
and Lazuli Bunting. 


SOHe 


147. Redwood Nature Trail 
From Hwy 107 in Brookings turn E on 
North Bank Rd and go 7.3 mi to Loeb 
State Park on R. 

A riverside nature trail begins here 
and leads to the Redwood trail. Alter- 
natively, continue on N Bank Chetco 
River Rd to parking area at Redwood 
trailhead on L. 

Densely shaded by redwoods and 
gnarled myrtlewoods, and blanket- 
ed by maidenhair fern, this forested 
park is bordered by an oxbow of the 
Chetco River. Hike the easy 1.2-mile 
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Western Bluebird 


loop trail to see Western Tanager, 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, thrushes, 
kinglets, and Steller’s Jay. The sec- 
tion along the river can also have Os- 
prey, Belted Kingfisher, and Spotted 
Sandpiper. 


QADSOE 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 


148. Chetco River Mouth 
From Hwy 107 in Brookings, go S, 
cross Chetco River Bridge, then turn 
W, and follow signs to the Port of 
Brookings. Go 0.9 mi, turn R on Boat 
Basin Rd and go 0.4 mi to parking 
lot. 

This busy marina is a great place to 
see Common and Pacific Loon, Cali- 
fornia and Western Gull, Pelagic and 
Double-crested Cormorant, Marbled 
Murrelet, Surf Scoter, grebes, Rhi- 
noceros Auklet, Osprey, and occa- 
sionally Black-legged _ Kittiwakes 
perched on the end of the north jetty. 
During low tide walk the levee and 
look for Black-crowned Night-Herons 
at dawn and dusk. Elegant Tern are 
occasional in August. 


NOSOHS 


149. Winchuck Ponds/ 


Peavine Road 
From Hwy 107 in Brookings, go S, 





cross the Chetco River and drive 5 
mi to Winchuck River Rad. Turn E and 
go 1 mi to park at pullout overlooking 
pasture and wetlands at MP 7 on R. 
Bird here and then continue another 
0.5 mi, turn R onto bridge leading to 
Peavine Rd/Forest Service Rd 1107, 
and follow this road until it ends at 
4 mi. 

The area along the river is best bird- 
ed by car. The verdant pastures and 
freshwater wetlands harbor Virgin- 
ia Rail, Sora, Marsh Wren, Solitary 
Sandpiper, Snowy Egret, Great Blue 
Heron, Mallard, Northern Pintail, and 
American Wigeon. At the bridge look 
for Black Phoebe, Belted Kingfisher, 
Spotted Sandpiper and Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow. Proceeding 
up the graveled Peavine Road look for 
Allen’s Hummingbird, Pileated Wood- 
pecker, Swainson’s Thrush, Lazuli 
Bunting, Yellow-breasted Chat, Win- 
ter Wren, and Olive-sided Flycatcher 
in the first half-mile. Farther along 
vireos, warblers, and six species of 
owl have been found. 


SOHG 


150. Oregon Redwood Trail 
From Hwy 107 in Brookings, drive S 
to Winchuck River Rd, and turn E (L), 
drive 2 mi to Forest Rd 1107, and 
turn R. After crossing the Winchuck 
River drive 4 mi to the trailhead. 


PHOTO BY: RICHARD CRONBERG 





There are two loops on this trail 
system. The 1106 loop is 0.5 mile 
and wheelchair accessible; it winds 
through a grove of majestic old- 
growth redwood and Douglas-fir. The 
1107 loop starts from the 1106 trail 
and traverses into the upper Moser 
Creek drainage to provide access 
to another grove of old-growth red- 
woods and Douglas-fir. While views 


of birds can be limited in this cathe- 
dral-like stand, the songs of Varied 
Thrush, Black-throated Gray and 
Hermit Warbler can be heard high 
in the canopy as Winter Wrens move 
furtively through the understory. 
Barred Owl are occasional. 


sponsor: National Forest 
Foundation 





Greater Yellowlegs 


Common Murre colony 
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DEL NORTE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


Bt the realm of the California Redwoods Birding Trail after crossing the state line, a landscape containing 419 
recorded species of birds and characterized by majestic redwood groves and coastal lagoons. The major town is 
Crescent City, with the Birding Trail extending through the redwoods south to the Klamath River, and east a short 
distance along the Smith River. Stop by the Chamber of Commerce on Front Street for a more comprehensive 43-site 
California Redwoods Birding Trail map and guide. Highlights include Lake Tolowa and Lake Earl near Crescent City; 
together they comprise the largest coastal lagoon south of Alaska. Castle Rock National Wildlife Refuge is the third 
largest seabird colony in the Lower 48 states, with 11 species of nesting seabirds. Special birds to watch for are Aleutian 
Cackling Geese in the verdant fields of the Smith River bottoms and the Northern Spotted Owl in the redwood forests. 
Perhaps the most exciting and unusual site of the entire birding trail is eight nautical miles to the west of Crescent City 
on Saint George Reef—a pelagic site and home to the Saint George Reef Lighthouse. A visit by boat will delight you 


with views of Black-footed Albatross, Sooty Shearwater, and Rhinoceros auklet. 
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151. Smith River Mouth 

From Hwy 101 at OR/CA border, drive 
5 mi & to Mouth of Smith River Rd, 
turn R, and go 0.5 mi to parking lot. 
The Wild and Scenic Smith River, its 
free-flowing waters among the clean- 
est in the lower 48 states, supports 
large runs of wild salmon. The estu- 
ary and mouth are habitat for a variety 
of year-round resident and migrant 
birds including Common and Pacific 
Loon, Brown Pelican, Western Grebe, 
Double-crested Cormorant, and West- 
ern and Glaucous-winged Gull. The 
estuary is the best spot in the county 
to see Snowy Egret, Black-crowned 
Night Heron and Great Blue Heron. 
Watch for harbor seal basking in the 
sun or a local family of river otter. 


SOH& 


sponsor: Crescent City-Del Norte 
County Chamber of Commerce 


152. Alexandre 


EcoDairy Farm 

From Hwy 107 at OR/CA border, drive 
10.5 mi &, cross the Smith River, turn 
FR on Lake Earl Dr, then first R on Bal- 
ley, first L on Mosley, turn R at T on 
Lower Lake Rad, drive 1 mi to turnout 
by red building on R to view pond. 
Best birded by car, the pond and 
verdant fields of this beautiful Eco- 
Dairy is a must-see because of the 
concentrations of waterfowl and 
shorebirds and the possibility of 
rarities. The pond’s water is lowest in 
fall and highest winter-spring when 
Mallard, Gadwall, American Wigeon, 
yellowlegs, dowitchers and sandpip- 
ers congregate and Red-tailed and 
Red-shouldered Hawk and Peregrine 
Falcon appear. Rarities have included 
Eurasian Wigeon, Tundra Swan, and 
Emperor Goose. Common birds are 
Bald Eagle, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, 
Great Blue Heron, and Aleutian Cack- 
ling Goose. A small herd of American 
Bison roam the fields. 


ES 


sponsor: Alexandre EcoDairy 
Farms 


193. Pala Road and 


Smith River Bend 

From Hwy 101 at the OR/CA border, 
drive 10.5 mi S, cross the Smith River, 
turn R on Lake Ear! Dr, then first R on 
Bailey, first L on Mosley, turn R at T on 
Lower Lake Rad and drive through the 
Smith River bottoms until road ends 
at Tedsen Dairy. Turn L onto Pala Rd 
(graveled) to end at a locked gate and 
parking area. 

The Smith River bottomlands during 
spring migration offer the spectacle 
of thousands of Aleutian Cackling 
Goose, an Endangered Species Act 
success story, grazing in the fields. 
Look in trees bordering the pasture- 
lands for roosting Great Egret and 
Great Blue Heron and an occasional 
Bald Eagle. Through the gate to the 
first dune is a good area for White- 
tailed Kite, Northern Harrier, Ameri- 
can Pipit, Horned Lark, and Lapland 
Longspur. North of the parking area, 
take the trail towards the river and 
walk the banks to see Common Gold- 
eneye, Common Merganser, Tundra 
swan, and gulls in winter. Black- 
crowned Night-heron often roost on 
the opposite shore. A colony of Bank 
swallow and all seven species of 
swallows including Purple Martin oc- 
cur In summer. 


rol OD] 8 


sponsor: Alexandre EcoDairy 
Farms 
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Black Oystercatcher 


194. Lake Tolowa Estuary 
From Hwy 101 at the OR/CA border, 
drive 10.5 mi S, cross the Smith Riv- 
er, turn R on Lake Earl Dr, then first 
F on Bailey, first L on Mosley, turn L 
at T on Lower Lake Rd and turn R 
on Kellogg Rd. Go 0.8 mi to L on 
Tell Blvd in the failed Pacific Shores 
subdivision. Go 0.4 mi to 3rd inter- 
section, turn R 0.2 mi to T and turn 
L. Bear left at 0.1 and 0.6 mi from 
T and continue straight for 2.4 mi to 
end and park. 

Lake Tolowa and Lake Earl comprise 
the West’s largest coastal lagoon 
south of Alaska and form the heart 
of 11,000 acres of protected land. 
This is a designated California Im- 
portant Bird Area with 300 bird spe- 
cles recorded. On the straightaway 
before the lagoon, look for Northern 
ohrike and American Pipit in winter 
and Vesper and Savannah Sparrow 
in summer. Northern Harrier, Short- 
eared Owl, Horned Lark, and Lap- 
land Longspur are also seen in this 
area. Walk south either via the beach 
or along the lagoon to Lake Tolowa 
mouth. See American and Pacific 
Golden-Plover, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Wilson’s Snipe, Western Sandpiper, 
Great Egret, Great Blue Heron, and 
Western Snowy Plover. Rarities have 
included Mountain Plover, Upland 
sandpiper, Elegant Tern, and Snow 
Bunting. 


MSO 


sponsor: Tolowa Dunes 
stewards 
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BIRDING TIP 


Winter storms with 
sustained westerly winds 
can push seabirds close to 
shore, but be sure to 
dress appropriately for 


inclement weather. 
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Bald Eagle 


155. Lake Earl Coastal 


Lagoon Trail 

From Hwy 107 at the OR/CA border, 
drive 10.5 mi S, cross the Smith Riv- 
er, turn R on Lake Earl Dr, and follow 
S 4.6 mi to parking lot on R. 

A 1-mile loop trail traverses coastal 
sitka spruce/grand fir forest, where 
views of Lake Earl and Brush and 
Jordan Creek estuaries may reveal 
flocks of waterfowl or shorebirds in 
migration, with Bald Eagle and Per- 
egrine Falcon interspersed. In the 
marshes see Northern Harrier, Great 
Egret, Green Heron, Common Yellow- 
throat, and Marsh Wren. Find Ameri- 
can Bittern, Virginia Rail, and Sora in 
winter. When lagoon level recedes, 
mudflats support large numbers of 
shorebirds, mostly sandpipers and 
Long and Short-billed Dowitcher. 


OSOME 
sponsor: Flight Feathers Wild 
Bird Rescue 


156. Lake Earl Coastal 


Lagoon Boat Launch 

From Hwy 101 at the OR/CA border, 
drive 10.5 mi S, cross the Smith Riv- 
er, turn R on Lake Earl Dr and follow 
5.5 mi S. Turn R on Lakeview Dr and 
go 0.8 mi to boat launch. 

Alive with waterfowl from fall-spring, 
fluctuating water level ensures 
ever-changing bird variety, includ- 
ing Virginia Rail, Sora, Common 
snipe, Black Phoebe, Marsh Wren, 
Common Yellowthroat, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Peregrine Falcon, and 
Red-shouldered Hawk. Band-tailed 
Pigeon frequent nearby spruce trees. 
Pied-billed Grebe, American Bittern, 
Gadwall, Virginia Rail, American Coot, 
Marsh Wren, and an isolated colony 
of Western Grebe breed at the la- 
goon. 


DS0HgS 


sponsor: Lake Earl Audubon 
Branch/Redwood Region 
Audubon Society 
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157. Point St. George 

From Hwy 107 S in Crescent City, 
take Washington Blvd exit W From 
Hwy 101 N take Parkway Dr exit 
turn W on Washington Blvd to Pebble 
Beach Dr, follow curve to R and park 
in any turnout on L, or drive 1.7 mi 
to parking lot. 

Look northwest to see the St. George 
Reef Lighthouse built after the wreck 
of the steamer (Brother Johnathan) in 
1865. Find Black-legged Kittiwake, 
Marbled Murrelet, Rock Sandpiper, 
sanderling, Surfbird, Tufted Puffin, 
Rhinoceros Auklet, Aleutian Cackling 
Goose, Northern Harrier, Western 
Meadowlark, American Pipit, Cliff 
Swallow, Lapland Longspur, and 
savannah Sparrow, rarely a Black- 
footed Albatross. At winter’s dusk, 
look for a Short-eared Owl in the 
grasslands to the east of the park- 
ing lot. 


O}—10] 8 


sponsor: Elk Valley Rancheria 


158. Castle Rock National 


Wildlife Refuge 

From Hwy 107 S in Crescent City, 
take Washington Blvd exit W From 
Hwy 101 N, take Parkway Dr exit 
turn W on Washington Blvd and pro- 
ceed to coast turning S or NW to ac- 
cess pullouts. 

Castle Rock, part of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, is the sec- 
ond largest seabird colony in Califor- 
nia and third largest in the Lower 48 
States. Spotting scopes are strongly 
recommended to view this large 
offshore island from the pullout or 
hike to bluff top. Eleven seabird 
species breed here: 80,000+ Com- 
mon Murre, Leach’s Storm-Petrel, 
Cassin’s Auklet, Brandt’s Cormorant, 
Western Gull, Pigeon Guillemot, Pe- 
lagic Cormorant, Rhinoceros Auklet, 
Fork-tailed Storm-petrel, Black Oys- 
tercatcher, and Tufted Puffin. May to 
July is the best time to experience 
breeding activity. In late-March 
annual Aleutian Goose Festival: A 
Celebration of Wildness in Cres- 
cent City coincides with thousands 
of Aleutian Cackling Geese using 
Castle Rock as primary spring stag- 


ing ground. See spectacular fly-offs 
at dawn. View the Rock upclose by 
charter, see St. George Reef (Pelagic 
site) description. 


OOS0OnegS 


sponsor: Aleutian Goose Festival 





Allen's Hummingbird 


159. Pebble Beach Drive 

From Hwy 107 in Crescent City, go 
W on 9th St to Pebble Beach Dr, turn 
L or R for birding and coastal access 
(Brother Jonathan Overlook to L, most 
of Pebble Beach Dr to R). 

Best birded by car and with a spot- 
ting scope, Pebble Beach Drive 
boasts beautiful beaches, abundant 
tidepools and superb viewing of 
shorebirds including Rock Sandpiper, 
Willet, Wandering Tattler, Whimbrel, 
Black Oystercatcher, Black Turnstone, 
and Surfbird. Watch for Bar-tailed 
Godwit at Marhoffer Creek. During 
spring and fall migration, watch and 
listen for all species of swallows, also 
Sparrows, pipits, blackbirds, crows 
and ravens. Scope offshore rocks and 
surf for Brown Pelican, Brandt's and 
Pelagic Cormorant, Black Scoter, and 
Common Murre. At Brother Jonathan 
Overlook S of 9th Street watch gray 
whales in winter. 


QS00HS 


sponsor: Elk Valley Rancheria 
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160. Battery Point 


Lighthouse 

From Hwy 107 in Crescent City, turn 
W on Front St to A St, turn L and go 
2 blocks to Battery Point parking lot. 
The lighthouse is accessible only at 
low tide. 

spectacular location with views of 
the harbor, rocky coastline, and Pa- 
cific Ocean from the longest con- 
tinually occupied lighthouse on the 
West Coast (seasonal tours). Good 
for Heermann’s Gull, Brown Pelican, 
Osprey, Caspian Tern, Black Oys- 
tercatcher, Wandering Tattler, Black 
Turnstone, and Surfbird. Rarely, spot 
a Rock Sandpiper. Fish or crab with- 
out a license or bird on nearby ADA- 
accessible B Street Pier. 


OS00HS 


sponsor: Del Norte County 
Historical Society 


161. Elk Creek Mouth 

From Hwy 101 and Front St in Cres- 
cent City, go 0.3 mi W on Front St, 
turn S on Stamps Way into Beachfront 
Park, and go 0.15 mi to Howe Dr. Elk 
Creek is to L approx 100 yards, next 
to paved bike/ped trail. 

Estuary and expansive tidal flats cre- 


ate an excellent spot for Western, 
Glaucous-winged, Mew, California, 
Heermann’s and Herring Gull. This 
location is seasonal for Caspian Tern, 
and best local spot for Elegant Tern. 
Also good for Black-crowned Night- 
Heron, Western Grebe, Osprey, Great 
Egret, Red Phalarope, Whimbrel and 
sanderling. Walk the trail upstream 
for rarities including Least Tern. 
Walking distance to North Coast Ma- 
rine Mammal Center, Redwood Na- 
tional Park Headquarters, Shoreline 
RV Park, Ocean World and Cultural 
Center, where Chamber of Com- 
merce Visitor Center stocks Alan D. 
Barron's A Birafinding Guide to Del 
Norte County. 


OANDSONaS 


sponsor: City of Crescent City 


162. Crescent City Harbor 
From Hwy 107 in S Crescent City, 
turn W into the harbor on Anchor Way 
or Citizens Dock Rd, and proceed to 
parking. 

At Anchor Way, the sandy expanse 
of South Beach is favored by resting 
sanderling and Whimbrel. From the 
top of Whaler’s Island spot Common 
Loon, Western Grebe, Surf Scoter, 





Cedar Waxwing 
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and Rhinoceros Auklet in the late 
fall. Spring to fall, Marbled and An- 
cient Murrelet are often seen. Watch 
gray whale migration in winter. From 
Citizens Dock Road see harbor seal 
and California sea lion. Surf Scoter, 
Harlequin Duck, Black and Ruddy 
Turnstone, Surfbird, Willet, Whimbrel, 
Brown Pelican, and Double-crested 
Cormorant are common among the 
docks. Good for Brandt’s and Pe- 
lagic Cormorant, Greater and Lesser 
ocaup, Bufflehead, and Red-breasted 
Merganser. Occasional Long-tailed 
Duck, Osprey, Merlin, and Peregrine 
Falcon. Gulls commonly — include 
Western, Glaucous-winged, Heer- 
mann’s in June or July, Mew, Califor- 
nia, Herring, or Ringed-bill in winter, 
and occasional Thayer’s or Glaucous. 
Terns are usually Caspian, but may 
include Elegant. 


OHOS0OnS 


sponsor: Aleutian Goose Festival 


163. St. George Reef 

(Pelagic Site) 

Six to 117 Nautical mi WNW of Cres- 
cent City Harbor. The St. George Reef 
Lighthouse is at the NW edge of the 
reef, at approximately 41° 50’ 13” N, 
124° 22’ 30” W. 

This is a pelagic (open ocean) area 
providing a doubly unique experi- 
ence: rarely Seen open-ocean spe- 
cies and close-up of the St. George 
Reef Lighthouse, completed in 1892. 
Best visited spring to fall to see Black 
Footed Albatross, shearwaters, auk- 
lets, jaegers, and Ancient and Mar- 
bled Murrelet. Guided trips available 
during the Aleutian Goose Festival 
(late March/early April, www.aleutian- 
goosefestival.org) and through the 
olskiyou Field Institute (www.thesfi. 
org.) Charters may also be available 
at the Crescent City Harbor. 


a 


sponsor: Bicoastal Media 


164. Lagoon Creek Coastal 
Trail and False Klamath Cove 
From Hwy 107 & Front St in Crescent 
City, drive S 14 mi through Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park. Past the ocean 





beach at Wilson Creek, turn R into 
Trail parking lot. 

Easy access to the Pacific Ocean on 
a hiking trail through coastal willow 
and brush to an incredible view of a 
large seastack, False Klamath Rock, 
which is home to the fourth largest 
seabird breeding colony on the Cali- 
fornia coast. More than 25,000 Com- 
mon Murre, Pigeon Guillemot, and 
Brandt’s and Pelagic Cormorant nest 
on the rock. Surfbird, Brown Pelican, 
Black Oystercatcher, and Black Turn- 
stone are common in surf and tidal 


dreds. 


OOS0OH8 


sponsor: Trees of Mystery 
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165. Klamath River Overlook 
From Hwy 107 & Front St in Cres- 
cent City, drive S 17.7 mi, tum Won 
Requa Rad, and follow uphill 2.3 mi to 
Klamath River Overlook. 

One of the north coast’s most spec- 
tacular views is from 600 feet above 
the river mouth. 

scope Bald Eagle, Osprey, American 
Kestrel, Common and Pacific Loon, 
Red-necked and Western Grebe, Surf 
scoter, and Black-legged Kittiwake. 
Common Murre and Pigeon Guillemot 
are seen in breeding season. Hillside 
below overlook is alive in spring with 
Allen’s Hummingbird, Wrentit, and Or- 
ange-crowned Warbler. May to June 
watch for migrating Black Swift among 
Vaux’s Swift and swallows. A steep 
trail near the parking lot entrance 
winds far down the bluff to a viewing 
platform, best place to spot seals, sea 
lions, and whales. The ancestral ter- 
ritory of the Yurok people (People of 
the Salmon) extends from the mouth 





AO miles upriver. They are the largest 
California tribe with continuous oc- 
cupancy of their aboriginal lands and 
still maintain sovereign rights to fish 
in traditional ways for salmon. 


QOSONG 


sponsor: Trees of Mystery 


166. Klamath River Mouth 
From Hwy 101 & Front St in Crescent 
City, drive S 21 mi, cross Klamath 
River, turn R past end of bridge on 
Klamath Beach Rad, 0.3 mi to Stop 
sign, turn L, and use turnouts on right 
to view river area. At 3.2 mi, park 
on FR shoulder before gated road at 
Yurok Ceremonial Dancing Grounds, 
walk through Dancing Grounds to 
beach trail, or at 3.5 mi, view mouth 
from overlook on R. 

Along the lower river, almost any 
duck is possible, especially in win- 
ter including Wood Duck, Mallard, 
Green-winged Teal, Common Mer- 
ganser, Bufflenead, and Greater 
scaup. Watch river bars or treeline 
for Bald Eagle and Osprey. Estu- 
ary attracts large flocks of Western 
and Glaucous-winged Gull, Double- 
crested Cormorants, often hundreds 
of Brown Pelican and Heermann’s 
Gull interspersed with Caspian and 
Elegant Tern. Common Raven rest on 
the beach or driftwood. On the ocean 
side is a haulout for harbor seals 
and California sea lion. Watch for 
Common, Pacific, and Red-throated 
Loon, Western Grebe, Surf Scoter, 
and Black-legged Kittiwake in win- 
ter. Scope for Marbled and Ancient 
Murrelet. River otters glide and feed 
along the edge. 


OnSORS 
sponsor: Green Diamond 
Resource Company 





Red-breasted Nuthatch 


BY: KEVINSMITHNATUREPHOTOS.COM 





167. Howland Hill Road 

From Hwy 101 N of Crescent City, 
take Hwy 199 E 4.5 mi to Hiouchi, 
continue 1.5 mi to South Fork/How- 
land Hill Rd, turn R and cross two 
bridges. After 2nd bridge, bear R and 
bird along 10-mi dirt road connecting 
Hiouchi and Crescent City. 

This is an old wagon road that twists 
through the heart of old-growth red- 
wood forest and provides access to 
Mill Creek and several hiking trails. 
Watch for American Dipper, Common 
Merganser or Osprey from the bridge 
over Mill Creek. Look and listen for 
tiny Winter Wren and Swainson’s 
or Varied Thrush along the densely 
wooded roadside. You may see or 
hear Marbled Murrelet, Barred Owl, 
Pileated Woodpecker, Vaux’s Swift, 
Wilson’s Warbler, Pacific-slope Fly- 
catcher, Golden-crowned  Kinglet, 


and Chestnut-backed Chickadee. 


QHOSONG 


sponsor: Elk Valley Rancheria 


Black Phoebe 


168. Stout Grove, Jedediah 


Smith Redwoods State Park 
From Hwy 101 N of Crescent City, 
take Hwy 199 E 4.5 mi to Hiouchi, 
continue 1.5 mi to South Fork/How- 
land Hill Rd, turn R and cross two 
bridges. After 2nd bridge, bear R 
onto Howland Hill Rd, and drive 2.4 
mi to the grove. 

A Ya-mile loop trail is an easy walk in 
amajestic grove of ancient redwoods, 
among the first areas protected 
by Save-the-Redwoods League in 
California. Forest species include 
Marbled Murrelet, Swainson’s and 
Varied Thrush, Winter Wren, and 


PHOTO By: LOIS MILLER 


Ad. 


Ospreys 


Red-breasted Nuthatch. A short side 
trail leads from the grove to the banks 
of the Smith River and the mouth of 
Mill Creek. Survey the river corridor 
for Common Merganser, Harlequin 
Duck, American Dipper, Belted-King- 
fisher, and Osprey. 


OOSONG 


sponsor: Redwood National and 
State Parks 


169. Jedediah Smith 
Redwoods State Park 


Campground 

N of Crescent City on Hwy 101, take 
Hwy 199 E 4 mi to Jedediah Smith 
Redwood State Park Campground, 
entrance on R. 

Beautiful campground among tow- 
ering redwoods nestled in a curve 
of the Wild and Scenic Smith River. 
Possible sightings throughout the 
campground and day-use area in- 
clude Vaux’s Swift, Hairy and Pile- 
ated Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, 
Olive-sided and Pacific-slope Fly- 
catcher, Western Wood-pewee, Gray 
Jay, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglet, Hutton’s Vireo, 
Yellow-rumped, Townsend’s, Hermit, 
and Wilson’s Warbler, Western Tana- 
ger, Purple Finch, Red Crossbill, and 
Pine Siskin. Along the river look for 
Common Merganser, Turkey Vulture, 





spotted Sandpiper, Band-tailed Pi- 
geon, Common Raven, and Warbling 
Vireo. In spring, catch an early morn- 
ing glimpse of Marbled Murrelet along 
the river corridor as they fly above the 
treetops to and from the ocean. 


OADBSONE 


sponsor: Redwood National and 
State Parks 


170. South Fork Road 

From Hwy 107 N of Crescent City, 
take Hwy 199 E 4.5 mi to Hiouchi, 
continue 1.5 mi to South Fork/How- 
land Hill Rd, turn R and cross two 
bridges. After second bridge, bear left 
on South Fork Ra. 

On the next 14 miles, view and access 
the Smith River, and pass through 
creekside riparian areas and varying 
forest types for good birding, espe- 
cially during warmer months. Look 
for Band-tailed Pigeon, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Western Wood Pewee, 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Violet-green 
Swallow, Steller’s Jay, Chestnut- 
backed Chickadee, American Dipper 
(at bridges) Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
and Cassin’s, Hutton’s and Warbling 
Vireo. In winter, see breeding Purple 
Finch, Red Crossbill, and Pine Siskin. 


sponsor: Flockfinders (Alan D. 
Barron) 


PHOTO BY: RON GREEN 





171. Gasquet-Orleans 


(GO) Road 

From Hwy 107 N of Crescent City, 
take Hwy 199 E 4.5 mi to Hiouchi, 
continue 1.5 mi to South Fork/How- 
land Hill Rd, turn R, and cross two 
bridges. After second bridge, bear left 
on South Fork Rd and continue 14 
mi to turnoff for GO Rd and a hard 
R across river bridge. Follow until the 
road ends at trailhead for Siskiyou 
Wilderness. Road subject to winter 
closure. 

The GO Rd was planned for log- 
ging access and a paved road from 
Del Norte County to the tiny town of 
Orleans on the Klamath River. Con- 
struction was halted to protect sacred 
sites for the Karuk, Hoopa, and Yurok 
tribes. Make frequent stops for best 
birding, including Northern Pygmy- 
owl, Common Nighthawk, Hairy and 
Pileated Woodpecker, Bushtit, and 
Red-breasted Nuthatch. Ruffed and 
Blue Grouse, Mountain Quail, Flam- 
mulated Owl, Saw-whet Owl, White- 
headed Woodpecker, Hammond's 
and Dusky Flycatcher, Cassin’s Vireo, 
and Hermit Warbler breed along this 
route. This area has easiest and best 
places to see the Siskiyou/Klamath 
endemic weeping Brewer’s spruce, a 
relict species from the last ice age. 


Ooo 
sponsor: California Wilderness 
Coalition 








Double-crested Cormorant 


172. Knopki Creek Road 

From Hwy 101 N of Crescent City, 
take Hwy 199 E to the town of Gas- 
quet. From the small white Smith 
River NRA visitor center on L, con- 
tinue 15.4 mi to graveled Knopki 
Creek Rd (18N07), turn R. Bird along 
this ascending road for 13.4 miles 
to the Young's Valley/Sanger Lake 
trail marker. Road subject to winter 
closure. 

A scenic route into the Smith River 
National Recreation Area to view high 
elevation birds, the first few miles 
climb through a Douglas-fir and 





Bonaparte's Gull 


PHOTO BY: RON GREEN 


PHOTO BY: RICHARD CRONBERG 





Golden-crowned Sparrow 


tanoak dominated forest. Watch for 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Cassin’s and 
Hutton’s Vireo, and Black-throated 
Gray and Hermit Warbler during the 
breeding season. Northern Pygmy- 
owl are in the area and often attract 
the harsh calls of Bushtit, Wrentit, 
Nashville, and MacGillivray’s War- 
bler, and Spotted Towhee. Good high 
country candidates are Mountain 
Quail and Ruffed Grouse. The alder- 
and maple-lined creeks and riparian 
areas attract swallowtail and sisters 
butterflies in the hottest weather. 


sponsor: Flockfinders (Alan D. 
Barron) 





PHOTO BY: LOIS MILLER 


i= 
Savannah Sparrow 


1738. Young's Valley 


and Sanger Lake 

From Hwy 101 N of Crescent City 
take Hwy 199 E to the town of Gas- 
quet. From the small white Smith 
River NRA visitor center on L continue 
15.4 mi to the graveled Knopki Creek 
Rd (18N07) and turn R, drive 13.4 





miles to the Young’s Valley/Sanger 
Lake trail marker. Drive R 1.5 mi to 
Young's Valley Trail or L 0.5 mi to 
Sanger Lake. 

The high country has serpentine soils 
that host a unique variety of endemic 
plants and trees, which support spe- 
cies of birds that are otherwise rare 
to the region. Old-growth cedars and 
fir host Brown Creeper, Mountain 
Chickadee, Cassin’s Finch, and Dark- 
eyed Junco. Watch for Red-breasted 
Sapsucker and White-headed Wood- 
pecker. Rarities include Northern 
Goshawk and Golden Eagle. Wild- 
flowers and hummingbirds abound in 
late summer in Young's Valley, one of 
the jewels of the Siskiyou Wilderness. 
Many wonderful backpacking routes 
begin at this trailhead. Tiny Sanger 
Lake attracts thirsty wildlife on warm 
days. 


Ono 
sponsor: California Wilderness 
Coalition 


Black-throated Gray Warbler 


PHOTO BY: RICHARD CRONBERG 


PHOTO BY: Lols MILLER 
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Del Norte County is one of the most exciting and scenic places to visit in search of birds 
on the West Coast, or in the entire United States. This tiny county in the northwest corner 
of California has recorded more species of birds (419 as of 2006) than eighteen entire 
states and nine Canadian territories and provinces. 

The rugged natural beauty of the California Redwoods Birding Trail is unrivaled. This is 
a place where ancient redwoods thrive, rivers run free, and wild salmon still spawn. Here, rare 


bird, plant, and fish species rebound rather than disappear. 


GLOBAL NATURAL TREASURES 

California's most northwest county contains over Fifty miles of pristine coastline and tens 
of thousands of acres of public lands. Castle Rock National Wildlife Refuge protects the 
second largest seabird colony in the state. The Lake Earl Coastal Lagoon Is the West 
Coast's largest estuarine lagoon outside of Alaska, and provides a major migratory stopover 
during, peak times along the Pacific Flyway, 

Redwood National and State Parks protect the world's tallest trees and include Jo miles 
of trails for exploration. The Smith River National Recreation Area offers outstanding 
recreation and showcases the Smith River, the nation's longest wild and scenic river. The 
adjacent Six Rivers National Forest contains unmatched geologic complexity and an 
immense plant diversity of global significance, as well as the rugged and pristine Siskiyou 
Wilderness. The Klamath River borders the southern entrance to the county and IS, along 


with the Smith River, renowned for its world-class steelhead and salmon fishing, 


CK Ee Ni Clee 

The county's largest town, Crescent City, with its outlying ranch and farmlands, enjoys a 
quiet and casual atmosphere while offering comfortable lodging accommodations. Steeped in 
history and Native American culture, it hosts several museums, two lighthouses, anda variety 
of restaurants and recreational activities for every type of visitor and pocketbook, from 
golfing to beachcombing. 

The growing and working harbor of Crescent City, where whale watching, fishing, and 
pelagic tours can be chartered, is also home to an established commercial fishing fleet that 
provides seatood for California markets, and seasonally sells fresh Dungeness crab or 


albacore right off the docks. 
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OREGON COAST BIRDING TRAIL CHECKLIST 


Over 450 species of birds have occurred in the 
region covered by the Oregon Coast Birding Trail. 
The following list of 250 species includes those 
most likely to be detected by visitors. The following 
symbols are used to indicate the relative ease of 
detecting (seeing or hearing) these birds during a 
given season: 


M@eo: 


Very rarely detected 
Rarely detected 
Occasionally detected 
Regularly detected 
Very regularly detected 


These symbols are not intended to indicate relative 
abundance. Some birds such as owls may be 
difficult to detect even if fairly common. Others such 
as osprey are conspicuous and hence easy to detect, 
even if they are present only in small numbers. 


Species that breed in the region are indicated by 
an asterisk(*). The following letter codes are used 
to indicate the most likely area to encounter bird 


species: 
N Northern part of trail region (Astoria to Lincoln City) 
C Central part of trail region (Lincoln City to Florence) 


S Southern part of trail region (Reedsport to Crescent 


nr oT QQ: 710 E20 7 


U 
W 


City, California) 

Agricultural fields, pastures 

sandy beaches 

Coniferous forest 

Deciduous or mixed deciduous-coniferous forest 
Estuaries, bays 

Freshwater wetlands/marshes 

Grassland 

Mountains (Coast Range or Siskiyou Mtns) 
Ponds, lakes, sewage treatment ponds 

Open ocean (pelagic zone), accessible via boat trips 
Rocky shores, jetties 

Sea watch from coastal headlands; coastal rocks & 
islands 

Tidal flats, mud flats, deflation plains 

Urbanized areas, towns 

Woodlands 


More detailed information on breeding bird status for 
the Oregon coast is available in the Oregon Breeding 
Bird Atlas, published by Oregon Field Ornithologists, 
P.O. Box 10373, Eugene, OR 97440. Information on 
the likelihood of encountering pelagic species on 
offshore tours can be found at: 
www.thebirdguide.com/pelagics/bar_chart.ntm 


SpSu F W Species Habitat 
e - e - Greater White-fronted Goose e,f,p 


e © - Snow Goose a,f N 
i Canada Goose” e,f,p 
@ ¢ @ Cackling Goose S 


Aleutian subspecies occurs in migration and winter. 


@ - © @ Brant eN,C 
Black Brant flocks winter mainly in Netarts, 
Yaquina, and Tillamook bays. 


@ @@ Jundra Swan fp 
@@@ © Wood Duck* fp 
o - © @ Gadwall* ef,p 
e © @ Eurasian Wigeon e,f,p 
@ - @B American Wigeon e,f,p 
BB Mallard e,f,p 
eo - Blue-winged Teal f,p 
@@@ © Cinnamon Teal* fp 
@ - @H Northern Shoveler f,p 
@ - @H Northern Pintail* e,f,p 
@ - @B Green-winged Teal f,p 
@ ¢ @ Canvasback e 

5 - - Redhead 6 
@ ° @ @ Ring-necked Duck* e,f,p 
@ - OB Greater Scaup @ 
@ - ¢ HB Lesser Scaup @ 
@ ¢ © @ Harlequin Duck l 

Rocky inlets. 

@ ¢ OB Surf Scoter Se 
@ ¢ @@ White-winged Scoter Se 
eo e e Black Scoter S,€ 
e - o e [ong-tailed Duck Se 
@ OF Bufflenead e,f,p 
@ ° @ Common Goldeneye @ 
@ ¢ @ @ Hooded Merganser* fp 


¢ @ @ @ Common Merganser* e,p 
@ - © @ Red-breasted Merganser e 


@ @@ Ruddy Duck € 

© © © © Ring-necked Pheasant” a,g 

eo o © Ruffed Grouse” m,d 

e co o © Sooty Grouse” m,C 
Formerly considered to be coastal subspecies 
of Blue Grouse. 

eo o © Mountain Quail” m 


Brushy slopes, clearcuts. 


0 © © o California Quail* a,Q,U 
e - ¢ @ Red-throated Loon eS 
@ ° @@ Pacific Loon eS 
@ © @ @ Common_Loon eS 
¢ ¢ @ @ Pied-billed Grebe* p,f 
@ @@ Horned Grebe e 

e - o e Red-necked Grebe eS 
° o e Eared Grebe e 
@ ¢ @M Western Grebe es 
o - 0 @ (Clark’s Grebe ess 


A few winter regularly in Coos Bay. 


4s 


Sp Su F W Species 


O° 


Oo 


Oo 


Oo ®@ 


Habitat 


Laysan Albatross 0 
Albatrosses are seen almost exclusively on 


pelagic boat trips. 
Black-footed Albatross 0 
Northern Fulmar 0,S 


Fulmars, shearwaters, and storm-petrels can sometimes 
be identified from coastal headlands with a spotting scope, 
but are most easily seen on pelagic boat trips. 


Pink-footed Shearwater 0,S 


Buller’s Shearwater 0,S 
sooty Shearwater 0,8 
Short-tailed Shearwater 0,S 


Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel* 0,S 


o o o - Leach’s Storm-Petrel* 0,S 

° @@ - Brown Pelican s,b,e 
i Brandt's Cormorant* eS 
@ @ @ @ Double-crested Cormorant* ers 
Pelagic Cormorant* 61,8 


e o o o American Bittern* 


Most easily detected by ear when calling. 


i Great Blue Heron* ef 

¢ @ HW Great Egret* ef S 
Breeds locally at Coos Bay, winters more widely 

o 0 e Snowy Egret efS 

Winters at Coos Bay. 

e eo - Green Heron* ef 

MMO - turkey Vulture* a,b,e,g 

°@e - Osprey* e,p 

e o o e White-tailed Kite” a,g $C 
Uncultivated open areas 

@ ¢ © @ Bald Eagle* e,b 
Increasingly around seabird nesting colonies 

e o e e Northern Harrier* fg 

eo e e Sharp-shinned Hawk* C 

e °c e e Cooper's Hawk* d,w 

-  @ e@ Red-shouldered Hawk* dw $,C 
Local in moist woodlands 

@ @ BM Red-tailed Hawk* a,g 
“Harlans” form occurs rarely in winter. 

o © @ Rough-legged Hawk a,g N 

e co e e American Kestrel* a, 

e - e e Merlin ta 
Often around shorebird flocks. 

e © @ @ Peregrine Falcon* rt 
Coastal cliffs and around shorebird flocks. 

eo e e Virginia Rail* f 

eo e - $ora* f 

@ ° BH American Coot* ef 
Rare local breeder in south; widespread in winter. 

@ ¢ @ @ Biack-bellied Plover t,b 

- - © AmericanGolden-Plover  t 

- - @ - Pacific Golden-Plover t 

o © © © §Snowy Plover* b 
Coastal population of Western Snowy Plover is 
threatened due to habitat loss. 

@@@ - Semipalmated Plover t 


@@@@ Killdecr* 


ta, 





Sp Su F W Species Habitat 

@ @ @ @ Black Oystercatcher* l 

@ ¢ @@ Greater Yellowlegs e,fa 

e co e - Lesser Yellowlegs efa 

o 9° — Solitary Sandpiper f,p 

e e - Willet tf 

e - e Wandering Tattler l 

e e e e Spotted Sandpiper” e,0 

@@@ = Whimbrel t,b 

e co e o Long-billed Curlew tb S$ 

@ © @ - Marbled Godwit t,b 

e o e o Ruddy Turnstone rt 

@ © @@ Black Turnstone l 

@° @@ Surbird l 

e - o - Red Knot t 

MOH B Sanderling b,t 

Hi @ iH @ Western Sandpiper t 

MO HW east Sandpiper ta 

- o @ — Baird's Sandpiper it 
Dry mud margins of wetlands. 

- © @ — Pectoral Sandpiper t 
Wet grassy areas. 

- - © Rock Sandpiper [ 

Mm - MB Dunlin t 

@ °¢ @ = Short-billed Dowitcher tf 

@ ¢ HM «© |ong-billed Dowitcher tf 

@ - @@ Wilson's Snipe* f,a 
Rare local breeder in Coast Range bogs; 
common in wetlands in winter. 

@ - @ — Red-necked Phalarope S,@ 
Often abundant offshore in spring migration. 

o - @ o Red Phalarope 0,S 
Offshore migrants, sometimes blown onshore 
in winter storms. 

- © © — South Polar Skua 0 
Skuas and jaegers are most easily seen on offshore 
pelagic trips. Parasitic Jaeger is the most likely 
species to be seen from shore, especially around the 
mouth of the Columbia River where they harass 
Caspian Terns from nearby colonies. 

- -@ Pomarine Jaeger 0,S 

e co e - Parasitic Jaeger 0,8 

- - @ — Long-tailed Jaeger 0,SN 

@ © ¢ - Bonaparte’s Gull S,@ 

- @@ - Heermann’s Gull e,S,b 

@ - OB MewGull eS 

@ - @@ Ring-billed Gull” eN 
Nests locally in the upper Columbia River estuary. 

@ @H @ California Gull e 

e - e e Herring Gull S,e 

° e e Thayer's Gull @ 


Be Western Gull* 


e,b 
Nests mainly on cliffs and offshore islands. 


Mi @ WW Glaucous-winged Gull” 
Often hybridizes with Western Gull. 


Glaucous Gull 
Sabine’s Gull 


Migrants predominantly offshore. 


Black-legged Kittiwake 
Caspian Tern” 


€ 


eb 


0,S 
eb 


Breeds in large colonies on islands in the 


Columbia River estuary. 
Elegant Tern 


S,€ 


Late summer visitor, coincides with peak 


anchovy numbers. 


Sp Su F W Species Habitat 

e co e —§=Gommon Tern p,S 

e - ° — Arctic Tern D,S 

Mi HM @ © Common Murre* Se 
Nests in large colonies on offshore rocks and islands; 
sometimes mistaken for penguins by beachgoers. 

@ @ © © Pigeon Guillemot* Se 
Nests in cliff crevices or burrows in headlands 
and on offshore islands. 

e e e o Marbled Murrelet* S,0,m,C 
Nests in old-growth forest up to 30 mi inland; 
otherwise mainly seen offshore. 

- - - © Ancient Murrelet 5,0 

o - @ o GCassin’s Auklet* S,0 
Nests on offshore rocks; nocturnal during nesting 
season but large numbers sometimes seen offshore in 
summer-fall. 

e e e o Rhinoceros Auklet* S,0 
Nests mainly on offshore islands. Can be seen 
breeding in Sea Lion Caves. 

e o - - Jufted Puffin* S,0 
Nests on islands and headlands with steep 
grassy slopes. 

1 Rock Pigeon* u 

@ @@ © Band-tailed Pigeon” m,c,d 

o o o - Eyrasian Collared-Dove US 
Expanding range northward along coast. 

e © e - Mourning Dove* Ua 

o 0 © © Barn Owl* a,J 

o °o © © Western Screech-Owl* W 
Forest edges, riparian woodlands. 

e e e e Great Horned Owl” W 

e e e o Northern Pygmy-Owl* m,C 

o © © © §potted Owl” m,c 
Northern Spotted Owl is Threatened: uses 
old-growth forests in Coast Range. 

o o o o Barred Owl* m,c,d 
Rapidly expanding in Oregon; occasionally 
hybridizes with Spotted Owl. 

o © Short-eared Owl f,g 

o o © © Northern Saw-whet Owl* = m,c 

° - Common Nighthawk* m,b 
Coast range clearcuts, coastal dunes. 

e ee §=6Vaux's Swift™ m,C,U 
Uses hollow snags and chimneys for nesting 
and migration roosts. 

e e e e Anna's Hummingbird* uU 
Parks, gardens. 

@ @ © © Rufous Hummingbird” W,U 

e e e e Allen's Hummingbird* > 


Coastal scrub, thickets south of Bandon. 


° @ @ @ Belted Kingfisher* 


p 
Nests along rivers, beaches with steep banks. 


e eo o Red-breasted Sapsucker = m,c,d 
@ @ @ @ Downy Woodpecker* d,w 
@ @ @ @ Hairy Woodpecker* m,c 
2 Northern Flicker* c,d,w 


Red-shafted form resident; Yellow-shafted and 
intergrades occur in winter. 


Pileated Woodpecker” m,c 
Large-diameter snags. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher™ m,c 


Perches in scattered tall trees above canopy. 
Western Wood-Pewee* W 


Willow Flycatcher* mds 
Riparian thickets and shrubby, regenerating forests. 


49 


Sp Su F W Species 


@ @® 0 


Habitat 


Hammond's Flycatcher* m,c 
Uses high perches in mature forests. 


Pacific-slope Flycatcher* — dc 


Black Phoebe* 5G 
Near water in open habitats or riparian edges. 


Tropical Kingbird a,g 
Postbreeding dispersal north to open habitats. 


Western Kingbird* a,gs 
Open habitats with scattered perches. 
Northern Shrike a,g 
Cassin’s Vireo* m,d,c 


Breeds inland; migrants widespread. 


Hutton’s Vireo” W 
Warbling Vireo* d 
Breeds inland; migrants widespread. 
Gray Jay” m,c N,C 


Resident subspecies known as “Oregon Jay.” 


MM Stiellers Jay* C 


Me American Crow” 
@ @ @ @ Common Raven* 


oO O ®@ O 


M@eo 
EHO - 
oo 


Western Scrub-Jay* ws,N 

Locally resident in Brookings, Gold Beach, and Astoria. 
b,e,a 

c,b 

Horned Lark* m,b 

Coast range peaks in migration; dunes and beaches 


in winter; breeds locally on dredge spoil islands and 
south jetty of Columbia River. 


Purple Martin* em 
Open water near snags or artificial nest boxes. 
Tree Swallow* c,d 


Violet-green Swallow~ U,W 


Northern Rough-winged Swallow* 
Nests in stream banks and sand cliffs above beaches. 


Cliff Swallow” 
Open areas near cliffs or bridges. 


Barn Swallow” a,U 


HM i  Black-capped Chickadee* di 
i i Chestnut-backed Chickadee* c 


@ @ @ @ Bewick’s Wren* 


@ @® 0 


Bushtit* W 
Brushy habitats. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch C 
Brown Creeper* C 


d,w 
Brush, forest edges. 

House Wren” m 
Coast Range clearcuts with snags. 


BMH @ Winter Wren* m,c,d 
@ @@@ Marsh Wren* fe 
e e e e American Dipper* N.C 


Fast-flowing streams and rivers. 


HM i Golden-crowned Kinglet* 
@ - MH Ruby-crowned Kinglet d 


Oo 0 0 9 


Shrubby growth in winter. 


Western Bluebird* w,m 

Open areas adjoining woods, clearcuts with snags 

in Coast Range. 

Townsend's Solitaire” m 

Coast Range forest openings including burns, clearcuts. 


Swainson’s Thrush” d.c 


e e @@ Hermit Thrush* 


American Robin* 


c,d 
Breeds sparsely in S. Coast Range, can be abundant 
in dense growth in winter. 


a,9,U,W 


@ @@ @ Varied Thrush’ C 





Sp Su F W Species 
@@0@@ Wrentit* 


Coastal scrub, thickets. 
1 european Starling” u 


Habitat 


¢ @e American Pipit a,t.,m 
Pastures, mudflats, and coastal rocks in winter; 
Coast Range peaks in migration. 

@ MMe Cedar Waxwing* W 
Fruit trees in late summer. 

Mi @ © © Orange-crowned Warbler* = d,w 
Brushy deciduous growth. 

o o o - Nashville Warbler* S 
Shrubby habitats. 

@@@ - Yellow Warbler* d,w 
Riparian woods, willow thickets. 

Mi ¢ MM Yellow-rumped Warbler* c,d 


Audubon’s form breeds sparsely in Coast Range; 
common along with Myrtle form in winter. 


@@@ = Black-throated Gray Warbler* d,w 
@ - @@ Jownsend’s Warbler c,d N,C 
@ @@ —- Hermit Warbler* m,c 
- o © Palm Warbler 
Open habitats with some brush. 

ee 0 MacGillivray’s Warbler* m,c,d 
Dense brush, regenerating clearcuts 
in Coast Range. 

@ H@ © Common Yellowthroat* f 

MH @ - Wilson's Warbler* c,d 
Needs well-developed understory. 

e co — Yellow-breasted Chat” S 

Dense riparian thickets in Rogue and Chetco 
River valleys inland. 

@@@ = Western Tanager* c,d 

@ @ @ @ Spotted Towhee* 
Dense shrub cover, forest edges. 

e e oc - Chipping Sparrow* W,g 
Grassy inland meadows; rare migrant on 
immediate coast. 

o 0 o Vesper Sparrow” gws 

@ @@ © Savannah Sparrow* a, 
Nests in open fields; migrants use diverse open 
habitats, including beaches, estuary shores, and 
Coast Range peaks. 
@ ° BH fox Sparrow* 
Wintering birds are mainly “Sooty” form; a few of 
“Thick-billed” form breed high in the Siskiyou Mtns. 
2 Song Sparrow* 
Widespread. 

¢ @@ Lincoln's Sparrow 
Moist weedy sites in winter. 

° o @ Swamp Sparrow 
Grassy, boggy pockets with sparse saplings 
or blackberries. 

° e e White-throated Sparrow dw 
Brushy/wooded edges. 

MH @ White-crowned Sparrow* ga 
Open habitats with some bushes. 

Mi - ME Golden-crowned Sparrow d,w 
Brushy/wooded edges. 

Mi @ MW Dark-eyed Junco* c,d,W,U 


Resident “Oregon” form nests in forest 
openings and edges; winter flocks may include a few of 
“Slate-coloread” form. 
o - @ © Lapland Longspur 
Tidal salt marshes, dune edges. 
- © © §now Bunting 
Dune edges, Coast Range peaks in migration. 


Sp Su F W Species Habitat 
@@e —Black-headed Grosbeak* dw 
o © Lazuli Bunting” 


Brushy fields and hillsides. 
Mi @ MM Red-winged Blackbird* f,a 


o o e e Western Meadowlark* 
Breeds locally in Coos Co.; winters more widely. 


@ @ HW Brewers Blackbird” a,,U 


@ Me © Brown-headed Cowbird* aw 
Woodland edges, pastures, dairies. 


o eo - Bullock’s Oriole* dws 
@ HM @ © Purple Finch* c,d 
@ @ MM House Finch* a,U 
e e e e Red Crossbill* m,c 


Several types may occur, distinguished by calls. 


e @ e e Pine Siskin* m,c,d 
Flocks visit lowland feeders in winter. 

e e e e lesser Goldfinch* S 
Inland chaparral. 

Mi Me American Goldfinch* 
Weedy open habitats, feeders. 

@ © ¢ © Evening Grosbeak” m,c,d 


Flocks to bigleaf maples, feeders in spring. 
i House Sparrow* ua 





PHOTO BY: WAYNE HOFFMAN 


Snowy Owl 


Rare Coastal Specialties 


The following 20 species, though very rare and often difficult to identify, are difficult to find elsewhere in the 
“Lower 48” (contiguous United States), so they are sometimes sought by birders visiting the Oregon coast. 
Care should be taken to distinguish from other species more common to the region. 


Sp Su F W Species Habitat 
- - Emperor Goose @ 
° o Trumpeter Swan p,fN 
- - © Common Teal p,f 
- - - Jufted Duck p,e 
7 - King Eider S 
- - - © Yellow-billed Loon esC 
- -  Short-tailed Albatross 0 
- - - - Mottled Petrel 0 


Flesh-footed Shearwater 0 

- Bristle-thighed Curlew t,b 
Bar-tailed Godwit t,D 
sharp-tailed Sandpiper et 


- Thick-billed Murre 0,S 
- - Xantus’s Murrelet 0 
- - Long-billed Murrelet 0,5 
- - Parakeet Auklet 0 
- - - Horned Puffin 0 
- - ° Gyrfalcon a,g N 
- - ° Snowy Owl b,g N,C 
- - - Black Swift 


More common species to compare 
Greater White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose (dark morph) 
Tundra Swan 

(American) Green-winged Teal 
Ring-necked Duck, scaup 

scoters 

Common Loon, other loons, cormorants 
Other albatrosses, large gulls 
shearwaters, Bonaparte’s Gull, kittiwakes 
Northern Fulmar, other shearwaters 
Whimbrel 

Marbled Godwit 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Common Murre 

Other murrelets, Common Murre chicks 
Marbled Murrelet, Common Murre chicks 
Other auklets, murrelets 

Tufted Puffin, auklets 

Peregrine Falcon 

Barn Owl 

Vaux's Swift, Purple Martin 


More than 180 additional bird species have occurred, including many that occur annually along the coast 
but are much easier to find in other parts of Oregon, and many that are rare to Oregon but occur regularly in 
other parts of North America. For reports on locally rare birds being seen on the Oregon coast at the time of 
your visit, browse the Oregon Birders On-Line list via web links found at www.orbirds.org. 
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GREATER 
YELLOWLEGS 
PHOTO BY: 
“y ___ RICHARD CRONBERG 


é* 


IMPORTANT 
BIRD AREA 


he Important Bird Area (IBA) Program is a joint effort between the 
National Audubon Society and BirdLife International to identify 
a network of sites that provide critical habitat for birds. The 
IBA Program recognizes that habitat loss and fragmentation are the most 
serious threats facing populations of birds around the world and through 
partnerships they are identifying places that are critical to birds during 
parts of their life cycle (breeding, wintering, feeding, and migrating). 
Through the designation of sites as [BA’s they hope to minimize the effects 
that habitat loss, and degradation have on bird populations. IBA’s can 
be a few acres or thousands of acres, they can be private or public land, 
and they may be protected or unprotected. The Audubon Society of 
Portland’s IBA program identifies places in Oregon that are outstanding 
in their importance for birds, and encourages the continued health of bird 
habitat through the efforts of volunteers who raise awareness and carry out 
conservation and monitoring. There are more than 80 IBA’s in Oregon, 
many of which are on the Oregon coast. When you see the bird icon 
below a site description, that denotes the site is an Oregon IBA. 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
PHOTO BY: RICHARD CRONBERG 
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Title Sponsors of the 
Oregon Coast Birding Trail 


The Oregon Coast Birding Trail recognizes three organizations for their major 
funding and/or leadership contributions: 





: FORECT 
“FOUNDATION 
www.natlforests.org ¢ 406.542.2805 


The National Forest Foundation (NFF), chartered by Congress, engages America 

in community-based and national programs that promote the health and public 
enjoyment of the 192-million-acre National Forest System and administers private 
gifts of funds and land for the benefit of the National Forests. The NFF stands 

apart from similar organizations through its commitment to facilitating local 
involvement and encouraging grass-roots participation in forest stewardship. Areas 
of focus include community-based forest stewardship, recreation, wildlife habitat 
improvement, and watershed restoration. 





U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Oregon Coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
www.fws.gov/oregoncoast 541.867.4550 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is a Federal agency responsible for conserving, 
protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. The Service manages the National Wildlife Refuge 
system, which encompasses 545 National Wildlife Refuges, thousands of wetlands 
and other special management areas. It also operates National Fish Hatcheries 

and ecological services field stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, 
administers the Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, 
restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat, and 
helps foreign and Native American tribal governments with their conservation efforts. 





Oregon coast 
SILT L dace ies? bos 


Oregon Coast Visitors Association 
www.visittheoregoncoast.com © 888.628.2101 


The Oregon Coast Visitors Association (OCVA) is officially recognized as the 
destination marketing organization for Oregon’s 363 miles of coastline. They 
work in cooperation with local chambers of commerce, visitor & convention 
bureaus, promotions committees, state & federal resource management agencies, 
attractions, and accommodations from Astoria to Brookings to promote vacation 
travel, recreation, attractions, and overnight visits on Oregon’s coast. OCVA is the 
one source visitor information for the traveler planning their next vacation. For 
additional information visit www.VisitTheOregonCoast.com or call 888-628-2101. 


Tufted Puffin Sponsors 
($10,000+) 


California Redwoods Birding Trail 
www.californiaredwoodsbirdingtrail.org 
800.343.8300 Chamber of Commerce 


Brown Pelican Sponsors 
($5,000) 

Chinook Winds Casino Resort 

www.chinookwindscasino.com 

541.996.5825 


Florence Area Chamber of Commerce 
www.florencechamber.com 
541.997.3128 


Lincoln County Economic and 
Community Development 
www.co.lincoln.or.us 


Seaside Visitors Bureau 
Www.seasideor.com 
888.306.2326 


Black Oystercatcher Sponsors 
($1,000+) 


Audubon Society of Lincoln City 
nickersons@charter.net 


Bureau of Land Management 

Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area 
blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/ 
yaquina 

541.574.3100 

Compass Rose Bed and Breakfast 
www.compassroseportorford.com 
541.332./076 


Convention and Visitors Association 
of Lane County 

www.cvalco.org 

800.547.5445 


Destination Newport 
www.discovernewport.com 
800.262.7844 


Economic Development Council 
of Tillamook County 
www.edctc.com/block.htm 
503.842.2236 


Friend of Cape Meares Lighthouse 
and Wildlife Refuge 
www.capemeareslighthouse.org 
503.842.5270 


Friends of Haystack Rock 
friendsofhaystackrock.org 


Inn at Spanish Head 
www.spanishhead.com 
800.452.8127 


Kalmiopsis Audubon Society 
www.harborside.com/~pfandha/ 
audubon 


Oregon Coast Aquarium 
www.aquarium.org 
541.867.3474 


Oregon Coast Magazine 
www.northwestmagazines.com 
800.348.8401 


Oregon Field Ornithologists 
www.oregonbirds.org 
mail@oregonbirds.org 


TLC Federal Credit Union 
www.tlcfcu.org 
503.842.7523 


USDA Forest Service 
Siuslaw National Forest 
www.fs.fed.us/r6/siuslaw 
541.902.6968 


WildSpring Guest Habitat 
www.wildspring.com 
866.333.WILD 


Yaquina Birders and Naturalists 
www.orednet.org/~rbayer/lincoln/bird. 
htm#ybn 

941.265.2965 


Rufous Hummingbird 
Sponsors ($500+) 


AAA Oregon 
www.aaaorid.com 
1.800.222.4357 


Bandon Dunes Golf Resort 
www.bandondunesgolf.com 
541.347.4380 


Manzanita Merchants Association 
manzanitamerchants.com 
e-mail: info@manzanitamerchants.com 


Nehalem Point 
www.nehalempoint.com 
503.368.6363 


Rockaway Beach Chamber of 
Commerce 
www.rockawaybeach.net 
503.355.8108 


Spindrift Inn 
www.spindrift-inn.com 
503.368.7474 


Toledo Chamber of Commerce 
www.visittoledooregon.com 
541.336.3183 


Words and Pictures 
407 Oak St./Brookings OR 
541.469.7067 


